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irade ve Kader Arasinda:
Dr. Ethem Bakar’in (1877-1945)*
Biyografisi ve Diisiince Diinyasi

Omer Faruk Can

Ozet: Bu galisma, Osmanlrdan Cumhuriyet'e gecisin sancili zihniyet doniisiimiinii, dénemin Tibbiyeli ay-
din tipolojisinin karakteristik bir 6rnegi olan Dr. Ethem Bakar (1877-1945) iizerinden tahlil etmektedir.
Selanikli, Fransa egitimli ve pozitivist bir hekim olan Bakar, bilimi toplumsal bir kurtulus recetesi olarak
goren kusaginin tipik bir temsilcisidir. Calisma, uzun yillar Jules Payot'nun bir terciimesi sanilan Terbiye-i
Irdde'nin, Bakar’a ait dzgiin bir telif eser oldugunu birinci el kaynaklarla teyit ederek, miiellifin bu eserle
“kendi kaderini tayin eden rasyonel birey”i insa etme ¢abasini merkeze almaktadir. Bununla birlikte aile
arsivleri, hususi evrak ve sozlii tarih verilerine dayanan bu arastirma, Bakar’ sadece kamusal alandaki
bilimsel kimligiyle degil, Sabetayist (Avdeti) kokeninin getirdigi “suskunluk yiikii” ve evlat acisiyla yasadig1
trajedinin doniistiirdiigli “mahrem” kimligiyle birlikte ele almaktadir. Makale, irade ve bilimle her tiirli

kaderin yenilebilecegine inanan Cumhuriyet modernlesmesinin, insani olan (yas, 6liim ve kimlik) kar-

*  Bu makale, 5-7 Eyliil 2025 tarihlerinde Uskiip/Kuzey Makedonya'da diizenlenen 5. Uluslararas1 Balkan
Calismalar1 Kongresi'nde sunulan “Selanik’ten Istanbul’a Osmanlrdan Cumhuriyet’e Bir Doktorun Hika-
yesi: Dr. Ethem Bakar (1877-1945)” baglikh bildirinin, yeni bilgi ve belgelerle genisletilmis halidir.
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sisinda yasadigi ontolojik gerilimi ve bu siirecin 6zneler iizerinde meydana getirdigi ruhsal maliyeti, Dr.
Ethem’in sahsi hikayesi {izerinden ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Terbiye-i [rdde, Dr. Ethem Bakar, Tip Tarihi, Biyografi, Sabetaycilik, Modernlesme

Abstract: This study analyzes the painful intellectual transformation during the transition from the Otto-
man Empire to the Republic through the portrait of Dr. Ethem Bakar (1877-1945) , a characteristic example
of the Tibbiyeli intellectual typology of the era. Bakar, a Salonica-born, French-educated, and positivist
physician, represents a generation that viewed science as a prescription for social salvation. Confirming
through primary sources that Terbiye-i Irdde (The Education of the Will)—long assumed to be a translation
of Jules Payot’s work— is an original monograph by Bakar, this study focuses on the author’s effort to con-
struct a “rational individual who determines their own fate”. However, drawing on family archives, private
papers, and oral history data, this research analyzes Bakar not only through his public scientific identity
but also through the private identity transformed by the “burden of silence” imposed by his Sabbatean
(Donme) origins and the tragedy of his son’s passing. Ultimately, the article demonstrates the ontological
tension experienced by Republican modernization—which believed that fate could be conquered by will
and science—in the face of the human condition (grief, death, and identity), as well as the psychological
cost imposed by this process on the subjects, through the lens of Dr. Ethem’s personal story.

Keywords: Terbiye-i Irdde, The Education of the Will, Dr. Ethem Bakar, History of Medicine, Biography,

Sabbateanism, Modernization
] L]
Giris

Osmanli Imparatorlugunun sonlari ile Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin kurulus devri ida-
ri, siyasi, fikri ve ictimai pek ¢ok degisim ve doniisiime sahne oldu. Tanzimat’tan
itibaren ivime kazanan bu degisim ve doniisiim siireci, zaman zaman radikal dene-
bilecek seviyelere ulasti. II. Mesrutiyet ile beraber goriintirliigli artip yayginlasan
modernlesme c¢abalari, Cumhuriyet’in ilanini miiteakip daha sistemli bir toplum
miihendisligi mahiyetine biirtindii. Bu gecis siireci, tarih yazziminda daha ziyade
siyasi sinirlar, kurumsal yapilar ve hukuki diizenlemeler {izerinden okunageldi.
Oysa Tanzimat’tan Cumhuriyet’e uzanan bu doniisiim, devlet mekanizmasindan
ziyade, esas olarak bireylerin zihin diinyalarinda ve giindelik hayat pratiklerinde
tecelli etmistir. Dolayisiyla Cumhuriyet devrinin “yeni insan” ve “yeni toplum” ta-

savvurunu anlamak, soyut tarihsel anlatilar1 somutlastiran biyografik mikro-tarih
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caligsmalarina odaklanmayi zorunlu kilar. Zira biiyiik tarihsel kirilmalar, devri id-
rak eden 0znelerin hayat hikayelerinde, entelektiiel iiretimlerinde ve hatta sahsi
trajedilerinde gizlidir. Bu baglamda, imparatorlugun kozmopolit liman kenti Se-
lanik’ten ulus-devletin en biiyiik kentine uzanan hayatiyla Dr. Ethem Bakar, do-

nemin ruhunu (zeitgeist) anlamak adina miistesna bir laboratuvar sunmaktadir.

Yiiziinii Bat'ya donmiis, Avrupada ihtisas yaparak pozitivist iklimi solumus
“Tibbiyeli” elitler, s6z konusu gecis silirecinin en karakteristik tasiyicilaridir.
Zira modern bilimin temsilcileri olarak yeni rejimin diinya goriisiiniin tesek-
kiiliinde kayda deger roller iistlenen bu kusak icin hekimlik, bedensel hastalik-
lar1 iyilestirmenin yani sira, toplumsal biinyeyi bilimsel metotlarla tedavi etme
misyonudur. Nitekim Dr. Abdullah Cevdet deyince, bir g6z hekiminden ziyade,
Ludwig Biichner'den yaptig1 geviriler ve Ictihad dergisindeki yazilariyla biyolo-
jik materyalizmin, pozitivist diisiincenin miidafii bir figiir akla gelir (Hanioglu,
1988: 90-92). Keza, teskilat¢t kimligiyle 6ne cikan Dr. Nazim Bey, hekim kimli-
gini komitaci bir siyasal aktivizme tahvil ederek ittihad ve Terakkinin “eylem
adam1” olmustur (Eyicil, 2006: 40, 44). Bu isimlerin yanina, sivil toplum, hemsi-
relik ve kadin saglig1 alanlarinda 6ncii rol oynayan Dr. Besim Omer Akalin, tipla
bilim tarihini felsefi bir derinlikle ele alan Dr. Adnan Adivar gibi “hekim-aydin”
figiirlerini de eklemek miimkiindiir. Bu “kurucu ve doniistiiriicii” kusagin asli
bir iiyesi olan Dr. Ethem Bakar, modernlesmeyi giindelik hayata ve birey ahla-
kina indirme cabasiyla ¢agdaslarindan ayrisir. O, devrinin popiiler isimleri gibi
biiyiik siyasi manifestolara bagsvurmak yerine, kaleme aldig1 Terbiye-i Irdde ese-

riyle “kendi kaderini tayin eden rasyonel birey” idealini insa etmeye caligsmaistir.

Yakin dénemde literatiire kazandirilan bir ¢calismayla (Can, 2023), Terbiye-i [rd-
de'nin Jules Payot'nun bir terclimesi degil, Dr. Ethem’e ait 6zgiin bir telif oldugu
ortaya konulmus ve eserin bibliyografik kiinyesi tashih edilmistir. Elinizdeki bu
calisma ise s6z konusu tespitten yola ¢ikarak, miellifin biyografisini, diisiince
diinyasini ve “insa edici” kimligini birinci el kaynaklar 1s1g1nda biitiinciil bir port-
re halinde sunmayi amaglamaktadir. Makale, Dr. Ethem'i sadece Terbiye-i [rdde'nin
yazar1 kamusal bir figiir olarak degil, ayni zamanda Sabetayist (Avdeti) kokeninin

getirdigi “suskunluk yiikli” ve oglunun vefatiyla yasadigi trajedinin dontistiirdiigi
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yasli baba kimligiyle birlikte ele almaktadir. Dolayisiyla Dr. Ethem’in hikayesi, bu
caligsmada, irade ve bilimle her tiirlii kaderin yenilebilecegine inanan Cumhuriyet
modernlesmesinin, insani olan (yas, 6liim ve kimlik) karsisinda yasadig1 ontolojik

gerilimin somut bir tezahiirii olarak incelenmektedir.

Dr. Ethem’in uzunca bir siire nisyana terk edilen biyografisinin insasi, bircok
kaynaga basvurmay1 zorunlu kilmistir. Calismanin kamusal ve mesleki vechesi,
donemin yerli ve yabanci gazeteleri ile tip mecmualarinin taranmasiyla olustu-
rulmustur. Lakin bu calismayi literatiirde 6zgiin kilan asil husus, resmi belge-
lerin sessiz kaldig1 noktada devreye giren aile arsivleridir. Hususi mektuplar,
fotograflar ve efemeralar, biyografiyi salt kronolojik bir akis olmaktan ¢ikarip
0znenin i¢ diinyasina niifuz etme imkan1 tanimistir. Béylece Dr. Ethem, kamu-
sal alandaki rasyonel bilim adami1 kimliginin 6tesinde, 6zel hayatindaki kirilma
noktalari, kimlik insasi ve evlat acisiyla sekillenen trajik dontistimiiyle, yani “in-

a9

sani” ve “mahrem” yoniiyle de analize dahil edilebilmistir.

Bu minvalde, aileden intikal eden evrakin yani sira, torun Necile Ulfet Berkel'in
(aile icindeki ismiyle Neco) 21 Subat 2022’deki vefatindan 6nce Asli Goksel tara-
findan kayda alinan sahitlikleri, bize resmi biyografinin satir aralarinda gizle-
nen “sirr1” ifsa etmektedir. Aile hafizasindan siiziilen bu sozlii tarih verileri, Dr.
Ethem’in Avdeti cemaatinin Kapanct koluna mensubiyetini teyit etmekle kal-
maz, bu aidiyetin Cengiz Sisman’in (2015) kavramsallastirmasiyla bir “suskun-
luk yiikd” (s. 16) olarak kusaklar boyu nasil tasindigini da gozler 6niine serer.
Selanik’ten Istanbul Sisli'deki Zeki Bey Apartmani'na uzanan bu hayat hikayesi,
bir ailenin gd¢liniin 6tesinde bir cemaatin modernlesme ve ulus-devlete enteg-

rasyon seriiveninin mikro 6lcekli bir haritasini ortaya koyar.

Selanik’ten istanbul’a Uzanan Bir Hayat:
Dogumu ve Ailesi

Asil ismi ibrahim Edhem olan, ancak meslek hayatinda kendisini daha ziyade
“Dr. Edhem” unvaniyla takdim etmeyi yegleyen Ethem Bey, Osmanli Imparator-

lugu'nun disa acilan kapilarindan, kozmopolit liman kenti Izmir'de, 31 Agustos
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1877 tarihinde diinyaya gozlerini agt1 (Edhem, 1905: Kapak). Dogum yeri ve ta-
rihi hususunda kaynaklarda tam bir mutabakat yoktur; nitekim Dr. Fethi Erden
(1948), onun 1878 yilinda Selanik’te dogdugunu kaydeder (s. 265). Dr. Erden’in
de Selanikli olmas1 ve Dr. Ethem ile sahsi tanisikligi, bu iddianin dogruluk pay1-
n1 giiglendiren bir karine olarak goriilebilir. Ancak Dr. Ethem’in kendi uzmanlik
tezinde dogum tarihini giinii giiniine vermesi ve dogum yeri olarak Izmir’i zik-
retmesi, birinci elden kaynak olmasi hasebiyle daha muteberdir. Diger taraftan,
kimi kaynak ve mahfillerde “Dr. Selanikli Ethem” (1933b: 763) namiyla anilmasi
ise bir celiski olmaktan ziyade, ailenin koklerinin ve esas aidiyetinin Selanik’e
dayandig1 fakat dogumun, ailenin gegici bir siire bulundugu Izmir'de vuku bul-

dugu seklinde tevil edilebilir.

Dr. Ethem’in kdkenleri, Selanik’in sosyo-ekonomik elitleri arasinda temaytiz eden
Avdetilerin Kapanci koluna dayanmaktadir. Ebeveynine dair tafsilatli malumat
bulunmamakla birlikte, ailenin kiiltlirel kodlar1 cemaatin genel karakteriyle 61r-
tismektedir. Nitekim Kapancilar, cemaatin diger kollar1 olan Yakubiler ve Kara-
kaslara nazaran dis diinyaya daha acik, modernlesmeye daha yatkin ve sekiiler
egilimleri baskin bir profil cizer (Galante, 2000: 90; Sisman, 2015: 294-296). Necile
Hanim’in bu tespiti dogrular nitelikteki sahitlikleri, Dr. Ethem’in hayat ¢izgisinin,

mensup oldugu cemaat sosyolojisinin tipik bir tezahiirii oldugunu gosterir.

Necile Hanim'in aktarimlari, ailenin Selanik’teki miireffeh yasamina ve iist sinif
kimligine 1s1k tutar. Aile hafizasinda yer eden ve evin baskosesinde asili duran
“Pasa Baba” tablosu, bu soyluluk iddiasinin ve iktisadi refahin somut bir nisa-
nesidir. Sirmali tiniformalar i¢inde resmedilen bu figiirlin ki muhtemelen Dr.
Ethem’in babasi veya dedesidir- Sultan II. Abdiilhamid devrinde maddi bedel
mukabilinde pasalik unvani aldigina dair aile ici rivayetler (Goksel, 2014), done-
min yiikselen ticaret burjuvazisinin riitbe ve nisanlar yoluyla biirokratik aristok-

rasiyle biitlinlesme ve statii devsirme arzusunun bir gostergesidir.

Cumbhuriyet devrinde soyad: kanununun yiiriirliige girmesiyle “Bakar” soyadi-
ni1 alan Dr. Ethem’in (“Soyadi Alan Yurtdaslarin Isimleri”, 1935: 7) Nazire (Ver-

ter), Avukat Osman Sermet ve Eczaci Halit (Bakar) adlarinda {i¢ kardesi vardi

13
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(“Oliim”, 1945: 2). Emine Makbule Hanim (1882-1965) ile izdivacindan Fatma
Litfiye (1905-1976) ve Hikmet (1910-1930) diinyaya geldi. Ailenin devami, —ce-
miyet hayatinda usta bir poker oyuncusu olarak da taninan- kiz Liitfiye Ha-
nim’in Liitfi Berkel ile evliliginden dogan torunlar1 Necile Ulfet (1931-2022) ve
Saraf Ethem (1934-?) ile siirse de, bu kusagin ardindan Dr. Ethem’in soyu inkitaa

ugramaistir.
Egitim Yillari ve Fransa Tecribesi

Dr. Erden’in kaydettigine gore geng¢ Ethem, ilk ve orta tahsilini memleketi Sela-
nik’te tamamlamus, yiiksekdgrenimi icin ise payitaht Istanbul’un yolunu tutmus-
tur (Erden, 1948: 265). Selanik, s6z konusu yillarda ticaret, sanayi ve diislince
hayat1 bakimindan imparatorlugun en canli damarlarindan biriydi. ilk genclik
yillarini Miisliiman, Yahudi, Rum, Ermeni ve Donme cemaatlerinin i¢ ige ya-
sadigi, adeta Osmanli modernlesmesinin bir laboratuvar: hilkmiindeki bu koz-
mopolit atmosferde gecirmis olmasi, onun zihin diinyasinda derin izler birak-
mustir. Bu ¢ogulcu iklimin, Dr. Ethem’in ilerleyen yillarda benimseyecegi Bat1
merkezli diislince yapisini ve modern bilim anlayisini sekillendiren kurucu un-
surlardan biri oldugu sdylenebilir. Istanbul’a gelisini takiben kaydoldugu Mek-
teb-i Tibbiye-i Miilkiye ise onun pozitivist bilim anlayisiyla metodolojik diizeyde
ilk ciddi temasini saglamis olmalidir. Zira kadrosunda pek cok ecnebi hocanin
bulundugu ve miifredatin Avrupa tip okullariyla es glidiimlii yliriitiildiigii Tibbi-
ye, talebelerinin zihinsel ufkunu erken yasta Bati tibbinin rasyonel ve deneysel

diinyasina agan bir pencere niteligindeydi (Hanioglu, 2005: 32-39).

Tibbiyedeki tahsilini 1901 yilinda ikmal eden Dr. Ethem, dahiliye alaninda ih-
tisas yapmak lizere -kuvvetle muhtemel devlet bursuyla- Fransa’ya gitti (Er-
den, 1948: 265). Donemin arsiv belgeleri, o yillarda tip egitimi i¢in Avrupa’ya
hatir1 sayilir miktarda 6grenci gonderildigini gosterir (BOA, HR.ID, 2032/7). Dr.
Ethem’in tezinin 6nsoziinde, egitimini tamamlamasini saglayan comertlikleri
icin “Sultan’a ve hiikiimetine en derin siikranlarini” arz etmesi (Edhem, 1905: 5),

devlet bursuyla Fransa’ya gonderildigini tekit eder.
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Figiir 1: Dr. Ethem Bakar

Fransa'daki kliniklerde gecirdigi yillar boyunca, dénemin 6nde gelen otoritele-
rinden ders alma firsati1 buldu (Erden, 1948: 265). Paul Ardin-Delteil danisman-
liginda hazirladig1 ve 1905 yili sonunda Montpellier Universitesi Tip Fakiiltesine
sundugu De l'opothérapie stomacale par le suc gastrique naturel (Dogal Mide Oz
Suyu ile Mide Hastaliklarinin Tedavisi) baslikli tezinin 6ns6zii, onun Tedenat,
Carrieu, Rauzier, Granel ve Vigouroux gibi hocalardan feyiz aldigini gostermek-
tedir (Edhem, 1905: 5-6). Babasinin hatirasi ile annesi, esi ve Sa'di adindaki bir

sahsa ithaf ettigi bu ¢alisma, onun akademik yetkinliginin ilk ciddi meyvesidir.

Fransa yillari, Ethem’in hayat akisini degistiren ve klinik tecriibesinin yan1 sira
distinsel kimligini de insa eden kritik bir esik oldu. Société médicale des hopi-
taux de Paris (Paris Hastaneleri Hekimler Cemiyeti) iiyeligine kabul edilmesi,
Fransiz tip gevreleriyle kurdugu yakin iliskinin somut bir gostergesiydi (Can,
2023: 13). Ancak Ethem, hastane koridorlarinda sadece fizyolojik hastaliklari
degil, ayn1 zamanda Bat1 insaninin calisma disiplinini ve zihniyet yapisini da
gozlemleme imkani buldu. Pozitivizmin, deneysel psikolojinin ve pedagojinin
altin cagini yasadigi bu donemde irade egitimi iizerine calisan Jules Payot, psi-
kolog Théodule Ribot ve psikoterapist Paul Dubois gibi isimlerin fikir diinya-
styla tanisti. Bu entelektiiel iklim, onun ileride kaleme alacagi metinlerin mer-
kezini olusturacak kavramlarin tohumlarini atti. Dr. Ethem, bu diisiiniirlerden

aldigi ilhamla, toplumunun geri kalmigliginin ve ferdi basarisizliklarin temelin-
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de bir “irade zay1iflig1” yattig1 teshisine ulast: (Bakar, 2023a: 13-15). Dolayisiyla,
biyografisinin en 6nemli eseri sayilan Terbiye-i Irdde’'nin fikri temelleri, esasen
bu Fransa tecriibesi esnasinda atilmis oldu. Bu siireg, Dr. Ethem i¢in bir mesleki
ihtisastan ¢ok daha fazlasini ifade eder; bu, insanin kaderine boyun egen bir
kuldan, kaderini bizzat insa eden biyolojik bir mekanizmaya doniistiigii episte-

molojik bir kopusun da miladidir.

Tibbiyeden Selanik’e Dénis:
Hekim, Miellif ve Cemiyet Adami

Fransa'daki ihtisasini tamamlayip yurda dénen Dr. Ethem, ilk olarak Mekteb-i
Tibbiye-i Miilkiyeye hoca olarak atandi; burada yaklasik iki y1l boyunca geng he-
kimlerin yetismesine katki saglarken klinik birikimini de akademik zemine ta-
sima firsat1 buldu (Erden, 1948: 265). Ancak bu akademik gorevinden ayrilarak
memleketi Selanik’e dondii ve Osmanli Selanik Hastanesinde tabip olarak goreve
basladi. Onun péayitahttan ayrilip Selanik'e kesin doniis karari, sehrin basininda
da yank: buldu. Nitekim Journal de Salonique gazetesi, 23 Kasim 1905 tarihli niis-
hasinda bu haberi okuyucularina bir miijde olarak duyururken, Dr. Ethem’in tip
alaninda nesredilip ragbet goren Tiirkge eserlerine atifla, onun s6hretinin sehre

kendisinden 6nce ulastigini vurgulamaktaydi (“Echos de la Ville”, 1905: 1).

Selanik yillari, Dr. Ethem’in kalemini toplumsal fayda ekseninde daha yogun
kullandig1 velut bir donem oldu. II. Mesrutiyet'in getirdigi hiirriyet ortaminda,
6 Kasim 1908de yayin hayatina baslayan Zaman gazetesinde yazilar kaleme ald1
(Aksu, 2018: 425-426); ertesi y1l ise saheseri sayilabilecek Terbiye-i Irdde’yi (1909)
nesretti. Hekim kimligini pedagog hassasiyetiyle birlestirerek inas mekteple-
ri i¢in Kizlara Kirdat-1 Sithhiye'yi kaleme aldi (1910). Bu eser, hifzissthhadan ev
idaresine, cocuk bakimindan beslenmeye kadar genis bir yelpazede kadinlarin
saglig1 ve annelik gorevleriyle ilgili pratik bir rehber niteligindeydi. Ote yandan
Fransa'da etkisinde kaldig1 Jules Payot ve Théodule Ribot ekoliinii siirdiirerek
irade, terbiye ve ahlak temali yazilarini donemin prestijli yayinlarindan Ulidm-1
Iktisddiyye ve Ictimdiyye Mecmuast gibi mecralarda yayinladi. Bu mecmuanin

yazar kadrosunda Sat1 Bey, Riza Tevfik, Mehmed Cavid ve Ahmed Suayb gibi
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donemin agir toplariyla birlikte yer almasi, Dr. Ethem’in bir miinevver olarak

donemin fikir diinyasinda edindigi seckin yeri teyit eder (Dogan, 2002: 670, 679).

Dr. Ethem, yazi masasinin otesinde, Selanik’in sosyal ve kurumsal hayatinda
da kurucu bir aktor olarak 6ne ¢ikmistir. II. Mesrutiyet’in ilaninin hemen aka-
binde, 24 Temmuz 1908'de kurulan Osmanli Kuliibiiniin kurucular: arasinda yer
almasi, onun sehrin modernlesme seriivenindeki faal roliinii gosterir. Siyasi ol-
maktan ziyade sosyal ve ekonomik hedefler giiden ve gayrimiislim kuliiplerini
model alan bu yapi, Dr. Ethem’in kamusal alandaki etkinliginin bir tezahtiriidiir.
Bunun yaninda, mensubu oldugu cemaatle baglarini da gii¢lii tutmus; Subat
1910 tarihinde, Kapancilar tarafindan kurulan Selanik Terakki Mektebinin idare
komisyonuna girmistir (Aksu, 2018: 184, 277-278). Okulun idari, mali ve egitim
politikalarinin belirlendigi bu komisyondaki varligi, Dr. Ethem’in Bat1 kaynak-
11 “irade terbiyesi’ni topluma yayma yoniindeki sahsi entelektiiel misyonunun,
Kapanci cemaatinin egitim yoluyla modernlesme hedefleriyle kurumsal diizey-

de birlestiginin somut bir nisanesidir.
istanbul’‘a Gé¢ ve Yeni Hayat

Balkan Harbi (1912-1913), Dr. Ethem’in hayatindaki en keskin kirilma nokta-
larindan birini tegkil etti. Savasin meydana getirdigi kaos ortaminda ailesiyle
birlikte payitahta go¢ etmek zorunda kalsa da bu zorunlu gog, Dr. Ethem aile-
si icin bir ekonomik yikima doéniismedi. Savas sonrasinda Istanbul’a gelen pek
¢ok muhacir ailenin aksine, sahip olduklar: ailevi servet sayesinde ekonomik
ve sinifsal konumlarini muhafaza etmeyi basardilar (Goksel, 2014). Bu durum,
Dr. Ethem’in kimligine dair 6nemli bir ayrimi ortaya koyar: O, gecimini sadece
maastyla saglayan bir memur veya siradan bir hekim degil, yasam standartlari,
tiiketim aliskanliklar1 ve sermayesiyle, imparatorluk’tan Cumhuriyet'e devrolan

kokli bir “burjuva” figlirtidiir.

istanbuldaki yeni hayatinin merkezi, dénemin modern sehircilik anlayisiyla
yiikselen Sisli-Osmanbey hatti oldu. Dr. Ethem, bu yeni dénemde herhangi bir
resmi gorev almayarak serbest hekimlik yapmayi tercih etti (Erden, 1948: 265)
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Figiir 2: Ethem Bakar'in hazirladig1 yemek rejimi listesi

(Emine Pirhasan Koleksiyonu)

ve ailesiyle birlikte Zeki Bey Apartmani’na yerlesti (“Olim”, 1945: 2). Aile hafi-
zasinda 300 metrekarelik devasa yapisiyla yer eden bu daire, bir konut olmanin
otesinde bir yasam kiiltiirii simgesidir. Torunu Neco'nun evin koridorlarinda
ti¢ tekerlekli bisikletiyle rahatca dolasabildigine dair hatiralar: ve biiylikannesi
Emine Makbule Hanim'in mutfaktan yemek odasina giden uzun mesafeyi kas-
tederek “Kalktim Osmanbey’'den, giderim Nisantasi’na!” seklindeki latifesi, evin
biiytikliiglinii mizahi ama gercekgei bir dille tasvir eder. Mutfagin icinde ayrica
bir tuvalet ve kilerin bulunmasi gibi mimari detaylar da donemin liiks konut an-
layisinin bir tezahiiriidiir (Goksel, 2014). Evin icinde hizmetgilerin ve ascilarin
istihdam edilmesi, birinci sinif Fransizca konusulmasi ve sofra adabi, bu meka-
nin bir Cumhuriyet eliti hayat tarzini yansittigini gosterir. Geleneksel Osmanl
mabhalle hayatinin i¢ ice ge¢misliginden koparak apartman dairesinin korunakl
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bireyselligine gecis, Dr. Ethem’in savundugu “kendi kendine yeten rasyonel bi-

rey” idealinin mekansal karsiligidir.

Zeki Bey Apartmani, bu fiziki ve kiiltlirel atmosferinin yani sira seckin bir sosyal
agin da bulusma noktastydi. Nazi Almanyasi’ndan kagarak Tiirkiye'ye siginan
Prof. Erich Frank (1884-1957) ve Prof. Rudolf Nissen (1896-1981) gibi diinyaca
Uinlii tip otoritelerinin de aralarinda bulundugu konuklar, Dr. Ethem’in entelek-
tliel ve mesleki gevresinin genisligine isaret eder. Mesleki faaliyetlerini 6zel mu-
ayenehanelerinde slirdiiren Dr. Ethem’in, bu semtteki farkli adreslerde galistig
eldeki belgelerden takip edilebilmektedir. Bir regete kagidi (1928), ilk muayene-
hanesinin Zeki Bey Apartmani yakinlarindaki Sebuhyan Apartmaninda oldugu-
nu gostermektedir. Daha sonraki yillara ait bir “Yemek Rejimi” belgesinde (bkz.
Figlir 2) adres “Osmanbey Sezayi Bey Apartmani No. 3” olarak gecerken, antetli
bir not defterinde ise muayenehane adresi “Rumeli Caddesi No. 92” olarak ka-
yitlidir (bkz. Figiir 4). Bu adres cesitliligi, onun mesleki kariyerini Sisli-Nisantas1
ekseninde, donemin kalburiistii hasta portfdyline hitap edecek sekilde siirdiir-

diiglinli dogrulamaktadir.

Kiriima ve Déniusum:
Eviat Acisi Gélgesinde Veremle Savas

Cumbhuriyet idaresinin tesisiyle birlikte, Dr. Ethem yeni donemde herhangi bir
resmi gorev almayarak mesleki faaliyetlerini Istanbul'da, serbest hekim olarak
siirdiirmeyi tercih etti. Ancak irade ve akil iizerine insa ettigi rasyonel diinya-
s1, 1930 yilinda yasanan beklenmedik bir trajediyle sarsildi. Hentiiz 20 yasinda
olan oglu Hikmet Ethem, donemin amansiz hastaligi vereme (tiiberkiiloz) yenik
diistii. Esasinda bu kayip, sadece sahsi bir talihsizlik degil, o yillarda Tiirkiye'yi
tehdit eden biiyiik bir demografik yitkimin da parcasiyds; zira “beyaz 6lim” veya
“beyaz veba” olarak adlandirilan verem, 1920’lerin sonlarinda, yilda tahminen
150 bin ila 200 bin kisiyi pengesine almakta ve bunlarin yaklasik %20’sini hayat-
tan koparmaktaydi (Ozer, 2013: 870). Hikmet Ethem de Cumhuriyet’in heniiz bu
salgina kars1 yeterli kurumsal altyapiy1 ve topyekiin miicadeleyi tam manasiyla

olusturamadig1 bir dénemde “beyaz 6liim™in kurbani oldu.
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Yillar evvel kaleme aldig1 satirlarda irade ve bilimle “insanin kaderine hitkme-
debilecegini” vaaz eden pozitivist hekim i¢in bu kayip, teorinin pratik karsisin-
da ¢oktiigli ve rasyonel aklin beyaz 6liim karsisinda hiikiimstiz kaldig1 ontolojik
bir yenilgiydi. Bu derin aciyi, oglunun Biilbiilderesi'ndeki mezar tasina kazittig

su misralarla ebedilestirdi:

“Babastydim bu mezarin, bu hayalin, bu tasin
Ben de gordiim giinesin yerde soniip battigini
Basma ey yolcu! Bugiin gogsiine toprak diyerek
Daha diin yirmi yasindayd: bu toprak y1gin1

Firtinaysan bile ey yolcu basip ¢igneme. Dur!

Bu mezar oglumdur!”
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Figiir 3: Ethem Bakar, oglu Hikmet, Figiir 4: Dr. Ethem’in el yazis:
karis1t Makbule Hanim ve torunu Oglunun 6limii lizerine mezarina
Necile Ulfet’in defnedildigi kabristan naksettirmistir
(Biilbiilderesi Mezarlig1) (Emine Pirhasan Koleksiyonu)

(Fotograf: Omer Faruk Can)
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Bu kitabe, Dr. Ethem’in sadece bir hekim degil, evladini topraga vermis kalbi ki-
rik bir baba olarak portresini ¢izer (bkz. Figiir 3 ve 4). Nitekim onun i¢gine diistii-
gl caresizligi manzum bir dille ifade etmesi, modern dénem ben-anlatilarinin,
nesirin ifade imkanlarini tiikettigi noktada travmatik hafizayi nasil yiiklenen bir
araca doniistiigiinii de kanitlar niteliktedir (Besikei, 2025: 25, 37-38).

Oglunun hastalig: siirecinde verem tedavisine dair ¢alismalara yonelen Dr. Et-
hem -ki 1928 tarihli recetede verem tedavisinden bahsedilmesi bunun somut
delilidir-; 1930°'daki vefat hadisesiyle birlikte kendisini tamamen bu sahaya
vakfetti. Bu tarihten itibaren entelektiiel ve mesleki mesaisinde irade terbiyesi
ve pedagoji bahisleri yerini veremle miicadeleye birakti; bu savasi sadece tibbi
bir mesele degil, adeta “oglunu elinden alan diismana” kars: acilmis sahsi ve
toplumsal bir gorev bildi. Isvicre’nin Davos, Leysin ve Montana gibi merkezleri
basta olmak lizere Avrupa sanatoryumlarini incelemek iizere sik sik seyahatlere

¢ikarak uygulanan tedavi usullerini yerinde tetkik etti.

Figiir 5: Ethem Bakar, vereme dair tetkik yapmak tizere gitttigi Montana'da; sagdan sola

dogru Dr. Ethem Bakar, Dr. Frank, Dr. Mistal (Bakar, 1936a: 304)
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Miisahede ve bulgularini bazi Fransizca dergilerin (Erden, 1948: 265) yani sira
Poliklinik gibi ilm1 dergilerde nesretti (Bakar, 1936a: 303-306; Bakar, 1936b: 27-
29) ve ayni1 zamanda bu derginin yayin kurulunda gorev aldi (bkz. Figiir 6).
Toplumsal saglik bilincini artirmak amaciyla konferanslar verdi, TRT Istanbul
Radyosunda programlar yapti. Donemin basinindan anlasildig: {izere Eminoni
Halkevi adina radyoda yaptig1 19 Ekim 1937'de “Verem Tedavisi” (“Radyo”, 1937:
10) ve 2 Kasim 1937'de “Verem Hakkinda Yanlis Fikirler” (“Glinliik Radyo Progra-
mz1”, 1937: 5) baslikli konusmalarla, miicadelesini akademik mahfillerden halk

tabanina yaymaya gayret etti.

Figiir 6: Ethem Bakar’in tahrir heyetinde yer aldig:

Poliklinik dergisinin kapag1 (1941)
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Dr. Ethem’in 1930’lar boyunca yogunlastirdig: bu konferans ve nesriyat faali-
yeti, aslinda donemin saglik politikalarinin da bir zorunluluguydu. 1923-1945
yillar1 arasinda devlet, mali imkanlar: kisitli oldugundan, veremle miicadelede
sanatoryum insasi gibi devasa biitgeli yatirimlardan ziyade destekleme roliini
tistlenmis; asil ylikii “propaganda ve egitim” yoluyla halki bilin¢lendirmeye ca-
lisan goniillii cemiyetler ve idealist hekimler sirtlanmistir (Ozer, 2013: 870). Do-
layisiyla Dr. Ethem'’in radyo yayinlari ve sair gayretleri, sahsi bir yasin 6tesinde,
dénemin ruhuna uygun olarak tedaviden ziyade “korunma ve halk: aydinlatma”

odakli bir sivil seferberlik 6rnegidir.

Son Dénem:
Bilimsel Faaliyetler, Tork Tip Cemiyeti ve Vefati

Dr. Ethem, 6zel hayatindaki bu biiyiik travmaya ragmen 1930’1u yillarda mesleki
kariyerinin en velut donemlerinden birini yasadi. Bu yillar, onun 6zellikle Tiirk
Tip Cemiyetindeki faal gorevleriyle 6ne ¢iktig1 bir devredir. Cemiyet biinyesin-
de bir negriyat biirosu kurulmasi kararlastirildiginda, bu biiroyu teskil eden iki
isimden biri o oldu (“Tiirk Tip Cemiyeti Toplantist”, 1936: 3). Bilhassa Tiirk Tip
Cemiyeti Mecmuastnin kurulusunda biiyiik emek sarf etti ve mecmuanin Fran-
sizca kisminin idaresini uzun yillar iistlendi (Erden, 1948: 265). Cemiyet i¢cindeki
bu etkinligi, 9 Ocak 1938'de yeni idare heyetine secilmesiyle percinlendi (“Tiirk
Tip Cemiyeti Yeni Heyeti Idaresi”, 1938: 4; “Tiirk Tip Cemiyetinde Yeni idare He-
yeti”, 1938: 2).

Mesleki tecriibelerini ulusal ve uluslararasi platformlarda paylasmaya biiyiik
onem veren Dr. Ethem, klinik gbzlemlerini Istanbul Seririydti gibi donemin
saygin dergilerinde de nesretti. (Selanikli Ethem, 1933a: 735-742; Bakar, 1936c¢:
25-32). Bilimsel merak: sadece dahiliye ile sinirli kalmads; viicuttaki enfeksiyon
varligini tespit eden sedimantasyon lizerine hazirladig: ¢alismasi Fransa'da Me-
decine des hopitaux'da, Dr. Fethi Erden ile birlikte etiit ettikleri bir baska vaka ise
Acta Medica Scandinavica dergisinde yayinlandi (Edhem et al., 1938; Erden, 1948:
265). Ayrica, linlii Fransiz kardiyolog Henri Vaquez'in vefat: lizerine Poliklinik

dergisinde kaleme aldig1 vefeyat yazisi, onun Bati tip gevreleriyle olan entelek-
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Figiir 7: Ethem Bakar, cocuklar: Fatma Liitfiye Berkel ve Hikmet Ethem ile birlikte

(Emine Pirhasan Koleksiyonu).
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tlel bagini ve vefa duygusunu yansitmasi bakimindan kayda degerdir (Bakar,
1936b: 27-29).

Ancak Dr. Ethem’in émriiniin son faslina denk gelen II. Diinya Savas: yillar
(1939-1945), hem sahsi diinyasinda hem de mesleki sahasinda karanlik bir tablo-
ya sahne oldu. Savasin getirdigi iktisadi buhran ve seferberlik sartlari, veremden
oliim oranlarini 1945 yilinda zirve noktasina tasimisti. Dolayisiyla Dr. Ethem, bir
yandan hayatini vakfettigi verem hastaliginin toplumsal bir afete doniismesine
sahitlik ederken, diger yandan Varlik Vergisi uygulamasinin (1942-1944) meyda-
na getirdigi agir tedirginligi yasiyordu; zira “D” grubu olarak belirlenen “don-
melerin” miisliiman vergi miikelleflerine nazaran iki misli vergi 6demesi gere-
kiyordu (Akar, 2000: 82). Savas sartlarinin agirlastirdigi bu karamsar tablo, onun

son yillarindaki halet-i ruhiyesini izhar eden miihim bir arka plandir.

Dr. Ethem Bakar, yillara yayilan bu yogun bilimsel mesainin ve kisisel traje-
dilerin yiikiiyle, 21 Kasim 1945 tarihinde $isli'deki dairesinde hayata veda etti
(“Oliim”, 1945: 2). Cenazesi, Biilbiilderesi Mezarligr'ndaki Kapanci cemaatine
ayrilan boliimdeki ¢ok sevdigi oglu Hikmet'in mezarinin {istiine defnedildi.
Kiz1 Liitfiye Hanim ile torunlar: Necile ve Ethem, ailenin hafizasini tasiyan son
kusak oldu. Torunlarinin ¢ocuk sahibi olmamasi nedeniyle Dr. Ethem’in nesli
devam etmedi. Ardinda mesleki basar1 yahut basarisizliklarinin yani sira, bir

diistince ikliminin izlerini tasiyan metinler, belgeler ve kitaplar birakti.

Entelektiiel Mirasi Olarak Terbiye-i irade ve
Yeniden Kesfi

Bilhassa verem hastaliginin tedavisine yonelik calismalari, saha tecriibeleri ve
yurtdist gozlemleriyle Tiirk tibbina miihim katkilar sunan Dr. Ethem, labora-
tuvar sinirlarina hapsolmamais, devrinin miinevverleriyle yakin temas halinde
bulunarak gazete ve dergilerde yazilar nesretmis, konferanslar vermistir. Dola-
yisiyla onu salt bir “tabip” olarak tavsif etmek yetersiz kalacaktir. Nitekim onun
gilinlimiize ulasan asil mirasi, doktorlugunun yaninda, kalemiyle insa ettigi bu

entelektiiel kimligidir.
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Bu diisiinsel mirasin merkezinde ise siiphesiz Terbiye-i Irdde adl1 eseri yer alir.
Iradenin mabhiyeti, fert psikolojisi, disiplin ve ahlaki tekdmiil gibi meseleleri
derinlemesine irdeleyen bu eser; pedagojik ve felsefi diizlemde donemin zihin
haritasini yansitan bir nitelik tasir. flk baskisini1 1909 yilinda Selanik Ortiilii Gar-
st'daki Asir Matbaasinda (269 sayfa), ikinci baskisini ise 1926'da Istanbul Hiisn-i
Tabiat Matbaasinda (310 sayfa) yapan eser, Cumhuriyet’in erken dénem diisiin-
ce diinyasinda Dr. Ethem Bakar’in da bir yeri oldugunu tescil eder. Ancak her iki
baskida da miiellifin sadece “Doktor Ethem” imzasiyla yer almasi, uzun yillar
boyunca ciddi bir kafa karisikligina sebebiyet vermistir. Dahas: eser, yillarca
Fransiz egitimci Jules Payot'nun L’Education de la Volonté (irade Terbiyesi) adl

kitabinin bir terciimesi olarak telakki edilmistir.

Figiir 8: Dr. Ethem'in kaleme aldig1 Terbiye-i irAde’nin ilk baskis1 (1909)
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Bu koklii yanlis alg1, eserin 2023 yilinda yeniden ilim alemine sunulmas: ama-
ciyla yiriitiilen hazirlik calismalar: esnasinda aydinlatilmistir. Nesir siirecine
eslik eden kapsamli aragtirmalar, yaygin kanaati ¢iiriitmiis ve Terbiye-i [rdde’nin
bir terciime degil, Dr. Ethem’in 6zgiin bir telif eseri oldugunu sarahaten ortaya
koymustur (Can ve Uysal, 2023: 9-10). Miielliflik hakkini teslim eden bu tespitin
neticesinde eser, hem 6zgiin metin (Bakar, 2023a) hem de sadelestirilmis haliy-
le (Bakar, 2023b) okuyucuyla bulusturulmus, boylece ge¢c Osmanli doneminde
psikoloji-pedagoji-ahlak kesisiminde iiretilmis yerli ve 6zgiin bir diisiince metni

literatiire yeniden kazandirilmistir.

Muielliflik Meselesinin Tespiti ve
Birinci El Kaynaklar Isiginda Kanitlar

Uzun siire Payot'nun terciimesi oldugu varsayilan ve literatiirde hak ettigi ilgiyi
gormeyen Terbiye-i Irdde'nin kapagindaki “Dr. Ethem” imzasinin ardindaki haki-
ki sahsiyet, uzun siire mechul kalmistir. Her ne kadar Dr. Fethi Erden, 1948 ta-
rihli Tiirk Hekimleri Biyografisinde Dr. Ethem'in eserin miiellifi oldugunu zikret-
mis olsa da (Erden, 1948: 265-266); tip tarihi literatiiriiniin sinirlari icinde kalan
bu kiymetli kayit, genel okur nezdindeki ve kiitiiphane kataloglarindaki yerlesik
yanlis algiy1 degistirmeye yetmemistir. Dolayisiyla bu bilginin teyidi, ayrintilan-
dirilmasi ve yazarin entelektiiel portresinin ortaya ¢ikarilmasi, birinci el kay-

naklara dayanan titiz bir karsilastirma ve inceleme siirecini zaruri kilmistir.

Donemin gazete, mecmua, salndme ve arsiv kayitlari incelendiginde tespit edi-
len 1928 tarihli ve “Dr. Edhem” antetli bir recete, miielliflik sorununun aydin-
latilmasini saglayan ilk somut delil niteligindedir. Recetede Dr. Ethem’in Sisli
Sebuhyan Apartmani’nda muayenehane islettigi ve “pndmotoraks yontemiyle”
verem tedavisi uyguladigi kayithidir (bkz. Figilir 9). Bu tibbi detay hayati 6nem
tasir; zira Sthhat Almanaki'nda yer aldig1 goriilen “Verem ve Plinomotoraks” (Et-
hem, 1933: 339-342) baslikli makalenin yazar: olan “Ethem” ile kitabin yazari
arasindaki bagin kurulmasini sagladi. Ancak 1933 tarihli bu kaynakta soyadi ka-

nunu heniiz gtkmadig1 i¢in isim yine eksik kald.
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Figiir 9: Dr. Ethem’e ait bir recete (Phebus Miizayede Evi)

Daha once ortaya konuldugu tizere (Can, 2023), nihai sonuca ulasilmasini sagla-
yan belge, Cumhuriyet gazetesinin 22 Kasim 1945 tarihli niishasinda yer alan bir
6liim ilan1 oldu. flanda, istanbul Tip Fakiiltesi eski hocalarindan Dr. Ethem Ba-
kar’in Sigli-Osmanbeydeki Zeki Bey Apartmaninda vefat ettigi duyuruluyordu
(“Oliim”, 1945: 2). flandaki adresin, 1928 tarihli recetedeki muayenehaneye olan
yakinlig1 ve “eski hoca” sifati, yapbozun pargalarini birlestirdi. Zira bilindigi
tizere, Mekteb-i Tibbiye-i Miilkiye, 1933te yapilan iiniversite reformuyla birlikte
Istanbul Universitesi Tip Fakiiltesi adin1 almist1 (Babaoglu, 2020: 22).

Bu veriler 1s1ginda takip edilerek ulasilan Biilbiilderesi Mezarligi'ndaki aile
kabristani ise slipheye yer birakmayacak son noktay: koydu. Mezarda dort kisi
medfundur: ilk olarak, 1930 yilinda vefat eden oglu Hikmet Ethem, ardindan
sirasiyla kendisi, karist ve torunu. Mezar tasinda, 1930'da vefat eden oglu Hik-
met Ethem’in fotografi yer alir ve bu fotograf, Sthhat Almanakindaki Dr. Ethem
portresiyle garpici bir fizyonomik benzerlik tasir (bkz. Figiir 1 ve 3). Recetedeki
tedavi yontemi, gazetedeki adres, mezar tasindaki fotograf ve biyografik verile-
rin kusursuz ortiismesi neticesinde, Terbiye-i Irdde miiellifinin Dr. Ethem Bakar

oldugu hususu tescil edilmistir (Can, 2023: 9-15).
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Dr. Ethem Bakar’in Fikir DUnyasi

Terbiye-i [rdde, muhteva bakimindan birbirini tamamlayan iki ana kitap {izerine
bina edilmistir. “Malumat-1 Um{imiye” basligini tasiyan ilk kitapta yazar, irade
mefhumunu tanimlayarak terbiyenin gerekliligini ve imkanini tartigir. fradenin
terbiyesine dair teorileri tahlil ettikten sonra, iradenin ruhi unsurlarini ve bu
unsurlar arasindaki dinamik iligkiyi irdeleyerek bir yol haritas: belirlemeye ca-
lisir. Miiellifin bu béliimde ele aldig: bir diger kritik husus ise, bireysel irade
ile toplumsal yap1 arasindaki iligkidir. “Bilhassa Terbiye-i irAde” adin1 tasiyan
ikinci kitap ise daha pratik bir zemine oturur; iradenin gelistirilmesi i¢in gerekli
amilleri ve bunlarin tatbik sahasini inceler. Eserin bu kurgusu, Ethem’in pozi-
tivist bilim anlayisini ahlaki ve pedagojik bir programa doniistiirme gayretinin
tezahiiriidiir. Ona gore iradenin kuvvetlenmesi, ferdi bir tekamiil siireci oldugu
kadar, toplumsal ilerlemenin de 6n sartidir; zira ferdi disiplin, milli terakkinin

yegane aracidir.

Eserin temel ilham kaynagi Fransiz egitimci Jules Payot'dur. Dr. Ethem, L'Edu-
cation de la Volontéden iskelet olarak yararlanmakla birlikte, metni bire bir ter-
clime etmek yerine tibbi ve psikolojik verilerle zenginlestirerek yeniden insa
etmistir. Payot'nun yani sira Théodule Ribot, Paul Dubois ve Antonin Eymieu
gibi cagdas Fransiz diisliniirlerinden secmeci-tahlili (eklektik) bir yontemle ik-
tibaslarda bulunmustur. Payot irade terbiyesini tiniversite gengcligine hasreder-
ken, Dr. Ethem bu kavrami genisleterek “her yas ve siniftan insan”a hitap eden

toplumsal bir egitim modeline doniistiirmiistiir.

Modern psikolojinin kavramlarini Tiirkge terminolojiyle karsilama cabasi, eseri
donemin literatiirlinde 6zgiin bir konuma yerlestirir. II. Mesrutiyet aydinlarinin
tipik bir 6rnegi olan Dr. Ethem, diinyay1 ve toplumsal sorunlar1 “tibbiyeli” bir
perspektifle okur. Fikir diinyasinin merkezinde, M. Siikrii Hanioglu'nun (1981)
da isabetle belirttigi izere, Mekteb-i Tibbiyenin ecnebi hocalar ve Bati menseli
nesriyat yoluyla benimsedigi biyolojik materyalizm ve pozitivizm yer alir (s. 8).
Bu formasyon, dinin belirleyici oldugu geleneksel degerler sistemiyle ontolojik

bir catisma halindedir. Dolayisiyla Dr. Ethem’in eserinde, insanligin “hayat mii-
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cadelesi icinde gittikce yiice bir asamaya” evrildigini savunan ilerlemeci tarih

goriisiinlin hakim olmas: sasirtici degildir.

Dr. Ethem’in medeniyet tasavvuru ve referans diinyasi belirgin bicimde Bati mer-
kezlidir. Giris boliimiinde, “Gencine-iirfan-1 Garp’tan” (Batr'nin irfan hazinesinden)
yapacagi alintilar1 Dogu i¢in “hakiki bir 151k” olarak nitelendirerek bu tavrini agik¢a
ilan eder. Nefis terbiyesi gibi Islam diisiince geleneginde koklii bir kiilliyata sahip
olan bir konuyu ele alirken Gazali, Tbn Miskeveyh veya Kinalizade gibi klasik isim-
lere yahut tasavvufi gelenege en ufak bir atifta bulunmaz. Bu; basit bir ihmalden
ziyade, suurlu bir epistemolojik tercihtir. Dogu'nun ahlak birikimi yok sayilirken;
Kant, Ribot ve Dubois temel referans noktalar1 kabul edilir. Ornegin “digergamlik”
(altruizm) kavramini islerken IslAm ahlakindaki “isar” (kendisi muhtacken bas-
kasini tercih etme) prensibini gérmezden gelerek bu fikrin mensei olarak Kant’
isaret eder. Bu tercihler, onun Fransa'daki bilimsel formasyonu kadar, mensubu
oldugu cemaatin (Kapanci) sosyo-Kkiiltiirel kodlariyla iliskili sekiiler bakis acisinin
bir yansimasi olarak da okunabilir. Bu “sinir kimlik”, onun Bat1 paradigmasini ic-
sellestirmesini kolaylastirirken, eserin muhafazakar cevrelerde mesafeyle karsi-

lanmasina ve belki de bu sebeple nisyana terk edilmesine zemin hazirlamistir.

Dr. Ethem, i¢inde yasadig1 toplumun kiiltiirel kodlarina kars: da segkinci ve eles-
tirel bir tavir takinir. Bilhassa atasozlerini tamamen ylizeysel bir bakisla ele alir
ve onlar1 birer “halk hikmeti” olarak degil, toplumu atalete siiriikleyen “avam
safsatalar1” olarak goriir. Sinasinin “Atasdzleri avamin hikmetidir.” s6ziine atif-
la, bir milletin sadece avamdan ibaret kalmamasi ve terakkisi i¢in “Az tamah
cok ziyan getirir.” gibi insani pasifize ettigine inandig1 bu “asagilik fikirlerin” zi-
hinlerden kazinmasi gerektigini savunur. Zikrettigi atasozlerinin aslinda hangi

hikmetlere binden soylenilmis olabilecegi {izerinde hi¢ durmaz.

Biitiin bunlarla birlikte, Dr. Ethem’in gayesi kuru bir Bat: taklitciligi degildir.
O, Avrupa’nin pedagojik psikolojisini Osmanli-Tiirk toplumsal biinyesine uyar-
lamaya caligsan bir telif ve doniistiirme projesi yliriitmiistiir. Terbiye-i [rdde, bu
yoniiyle II. Mesrutiyet’'in pozitivist arayislari ile erken Cumhuriyet’in pragmatik

egitim politikalari arasinda koprii kuran metinlerden biri hiiviyetini tasir.
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Sir, Yas ve Oftorite:
Aile Hafizasinda Dr. Ethem

Dr. Ethem’in resmi biyografisindeki bu “dirayetli ve miicadeleci hekim” profi-
linin ardinda kalan bosluklar, torunu Necile Ulfet'in vefatindan énce kayda ali-
nan tanikliklariyla dolduruldugunda karsimiza sirlari, travmalar: ve hane igin-
deki disipliniyle kanli canli bir karakter ¢ikar. Aile hafizasi, Dr. Ethem'i li¢ temel
eksende; “suskunluk” yasalariyla korunan kimlik, evlat acisinin perde arkasin-

daki yas ve yikim ile hane icindeki otorite lizerinden yeniden insa etmektedir.

“Bu buyuk bir sirdir”:

Avdeti Kimligin Kesfi ve “Suskunluk” Politikasi
Dr. Ethem ve ailesi, Sisman'in Avdeti cemaatler i¢in kavramsallastirdigi “sus-
kunlugun yiikii"ni en tipik héaliyle yasamis ve bu suskunluk, modernlesme ile
birlikte dini bir gizlilikten “sekiiler bir hayatta kalma stratejisine” doniismiistiir.
Ona gore bu stratejinin temelinde, sekiilerlesme yolundaki yeni Tiirk Cumhuri-
yeti'nin, ortodoks ve asimilasyoncu Donme kimlikleri icin “giivenli bir liman”
olarak goriilmesi yatar. Zira yeni rejim, onlari tarihi bir sikigsmisliktan, yani iki
tlir baskidan ayni anda kurtariyordu: Geleneksel Donme liderliginin i¢ baskist
ve onlara kuskuyla bakan geleneksel miisliiman toplumunun dis baskisi. Bu ¢if-
te kurtulus imkani, Kapancilari kisa siirede Cumhuriyet idaresinin atesli destek-
cileri haline getirmis, cemaat liderlerinin 1920’lerin ortalarinda aldig: rivayet
edilen “bu kiltiirii sonraki kusaklara aktarmama” ve tam entegrasyon (asimilas-

yon) karari da bu motivasyonla sekillenmistir (Sisman, 2015: 353).

Dr. Ethem’in 6zel hayat: da tam olarak bu stratejik kararin belirledigi sinirlar
icinde sekillenmistir. Aile, koken bilgisini dis diinyaya ve hatta ailenin en kiigiik
fertlerine kars1 siki bir “sir” olarak muhafaza etmis; bu durum, Cumhuriyet’in
ulus-devlet insas1 slirecinde cemaat kimliginin nasil bir tabu héline geldiginin
mikro Olcekteki carpici bir 6rnegini olusturmustur. Aile bliytiklerinin uyguladi-
g1 bu mutlak suskunluk, s6z konusu “gontiillii asimilasyon” kararinin hane i¢in-
deki tatbikinden bagka bir sey degildir.
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Necile Hanim’in ¢ocukluk anisi, bu gizliligin boyutlarini ve nesiller aras: ak-
tarimini gozler oniline serer. 1940’l1 yillarin basinda, ilkokul ¢agindaki Necile,
Osmanbey’'deki bir gazete bayiinde gordigl Sebiliirresad' dergisi kapagindaki
Sabetay Sevi tasviri ve altindaki “Mehmed Aziz” isminden yola cikarak ailesini
sorgular. Kosarak eve gidip ninesi Makbule Hanim’a, “Bizim peygamberimiz bu
mu?” diye sordugunda aldig1 tepki, korku ve inkérin ic ice gectigi bir reflekstir.
Makbule Hanim 6nce durumu yalanlasa da torununun israri izerine, “Evladim,
bunu kimseye siiylemeyesin. Bu biiylik bir sirdir. Kimse bilmesin donme oldu-
gunuzu. Biz yahudi de degiliz. Ispanyol donmesi miyiz neyiz...” diyerek durumu

kabullenmek zorunda kalir.

Bu ylizlesme aninda ortaya ¢ikan en kritik detay ise gizli isimler meselesidir. Neci-
le'nin “Senin Yahudice adin var m1?” sorusuna Makbule Hanim, “Benim yok, ama
Ulfet nenenin var. Adi Rut.” cevabini verir. Rut ismi, Avdeti kadinlar1 arasinda yay-
gin kullanilan Ibranice kokenli bir isimdir ve ailenin cemaat ici hafizasinin canli-
ligin1 kanitlar. Ancak bu hafiza o kadar tehlikeli goriilmektedir ki Necile, “Nene,
senin adin Rut mu? Bundan sonra sana Rut dicem.” diye bagirdiginda, Ulfet Ha-
nim dehset icinde “Allah’iium!” der ve “Kapat o kapiyi! Kerime Hanim iceride...”

diyerek evin hizmetcisinin duymasindan endise eder (Goksel, 2014).

Torununa susmast i¢in verilen 25 kurusluk “sus pay1”, Sisman’in tabiriyle ailenin
yasadig1 “hatirlama endisesi”nin (s. 24) ve bu yiikiin nesiller arasi1 aktariminin
somut bir nisanesidir. Koken bilgisi, Dr. Ethem’in pozitivist diinyasinda rasyo-
nel bir zemine oturtulamadigi icin, evin i¢cinde “bilinen ama konusulmayan” bir

travma olarak varligini stirdiirmiistiir.

1 Necile Hamim'in aktardig: bu hatira, sézli tarih verilerinin dogas: geregi barindirdig: kronolojik bir
yamlgiy1 (anakronizm) ihtiva eder. Zira Sebiliirresad mecmuasi, Takrir-i Sitkiin Kanunu ¢ercevesinde
1925 yihinda kapatilmig ve yayin hayatina ancak Mayis 1948'de tekrar baslayabilmistir (Efe, 2009: 253).
Necile Hanim’m ilkokulun son simifinda oldugu 1940’larin ilk yarisinda derginin giincel bir niishasinin
gazete bayii vitrininde yer almas: tarihi olarak miimkin degildir. $ahidin, Sabetay Sevi (Aziz Mehmed
Efendi) gérseline dair travmatik hafizas1 canlihigini korumakla birlikte, mecmuanin ismi konusunda bir
hafiza siirgmesi yasadig: veya bu gérseli o dénemde negredilen muhafazakar/tarihi icerikli bagka bir
mecmuada (Biiyiik Dogu vb.) gérmiis olmasina ragmen zihninde dénemin sembol dergisi Sebiliirresad ile
kodladig1 anlagilmaktadr.
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Perde Arkasindaki Yikim:

Eviat Acisi ve “Kimyasal Teselli”

Hane i¢inde bu “suskunluk” yaklasimi hakimken, Dr. Ethem’in entelektiiel iire-
timini ve mesleki yonelimini derinden etkileyen asil “kirilma noktas1” ise oglu
Hikmet’in 1930 yilinda, heniiz 20 yasindayken veremden vefat etmesidir. Ter-
biye-i Irdde ile “irade”yi kaderin ve ataletin karsisina koyan Dr. Ethem, bu ka-
yipla sarsilmistir. Torunu Neco, dedesinin bu tarihten sonra verem miitehassisi
oldugunu belirterek, onun mesleki tercihinin arkasindaki trajik motivasyonu
dogrular. O giline kadar dahiliye ve mide hastaliklari {izerine ¢alisan Dr. Ethem,
oglunu elinden alan bu hastaliga karsi adeta sahsi bir savas baslatmaistir. Regete
kagitlarina aldigi notlar ve mezar tast i¢in kaleme aldigi siirler bir babanin ¢are-

sizligini, insani yoniinii gosteren sarsict belgelerdir.

Dr. Ethem’in baslattig1 bu “veremle savas”, kamusal alanda bilimsel bir miicade-
le olarak goriinse de evinin duvarlar: arasinda sessiz bir yikima doniismiistiir.
Tanikliklara gore, evlat acisina dayanamayip agir bir depresyona giren esi Mak-
bule Hanim, madde bagimlisi olarak morfin kullanmaya baslamis; Dr. Ethem
de esinin 1zdirabini dindirmek maksadiyla ona diizenli olarak morfin temin et-
mis, hatta morfini esine bizzat tatbik etmistir (Goksel, 2021). Zamanla kendisi-
nin de morfinman oldugu ve ailenin, kaybettigi oglunun yasini yaklasik yirmi

yil boyunca bu agir “kimyasal teselli” ile siirdiirdiigli anlasilmaktadir.

Radyoda halka veremle miicadeleyi anlatan, rasyonel aklin, ¢elik gibi bir ira-
denin ve disiplinin savunucusu Dr. Ethem’in, 6zel hayatinda mesleki araclarin
ailesindeki matemi dindirmek icin kullanmasi ve bagimliliga siiriiklenmesi ha-
yatin getirdigi en trajik tezatlardandir. Mahrem alaninda bas edemedigi devasa
bir yasin ve bagimliligin gélgesinde yasamasi, tip tarihinin soguk verilerinin
Otesinde sarsici bir mikro-tarih kesitidir. Dr. Ethem’in 1945teki vefatina kadar
siiren bu siirecin ardindan esi Makbule Hanim, bagimliligini ani ve iradi bir

kararla bir glinde sonlandirarak hayata tutunmustur.
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Otorite, imaj ve Soyad:
“Dr. Ethem Bakar, Her Hastahg Cakar”

Biitiin bu travmalara ragmen Dr. Ethem, torunu nezdinde giigli bir figiir olarak
kalmaistir. Necile Hanim onun hakkinda “Dedem esasli adamdi. Bizi o yetistirdi,
cok iyi etti. Hayatta her seyi yapmay1 ogretti, cok giizel. Cok sevildim.” diyerek
sahitligini bildirir. Hane i¢inde Tiirk¢e konusulmasina gosterilen hassasiyet ve
ailenin dénemin entelektiiel cevreleriyle kurdugu tinsiyet, bu egitimi sekillendi-
ren unsurlardandir. Nitekim torununa “Necile” ismini, Dr. Ethem’in yakin dostu
olan Mehmet Akif’in yakin arkadaslarindan Mithat Cemal Kuntay koymustur
(Goksel, 2021). Bu ayrinti, ailenin donemin edebi ve kiiltiirel sahsiyetleriyle olan

temasini gostermesi bakimindan miihimdir.

Onun aile i¢indeki otoritesi, geleneksel bir baskidan ziyade, Terbiye-i [rdde'deki
pedagojik yaklasimina uygun, “anlamaya ve yonetmeye” dayali rasyonel bir oto-
ritedir. Ancak bu rasyonellik, disiplinden taviz verildigi anlamina gelmez. Bila-
kis Dr. Ethem, hane icinde otoritesini tibbi gerekcelerle tahkim eden otoriter bir
hami edasiyla hareket etmektedir. Torunlarina kars: sergiledigi korumaci fakat
mutlak hakimiyet, Necile’yi zatiirre gecirmesi {izerine -egitimini aksatmak pa-

hasina- tam bir yil okula gondermemesinde somutlasir.

Bu otoriter ama sogukkanli tutum, torunu Ethem’in mutfak tezgahindan diistip
kafasini vurdugu andaki tavrinda da goriiliir. Anne Liitfiye panikle, “Eyvaaah!
Cocuk aptal olacak!” diye feryat ederken, Dr. Ethem durumu siik@inetle karsi-
lamis ve kizina; “Zaten o ¢ocukluktan tam normal degildi. Fakat aptal olmaz...
En cok kocan kadar olur. Bir sey olmaz. Yalniz, kaldirmayin, ben bakacagim.”
diyerek krizi yonetir. Benzer sekilde, evde kirilan degerli bir vazo karsisinda esi-
nin 6fkesine, “Olmaz diye bir sey yok. Hayatta her sey olur, o da kirilir.” diyerek
verdigi tepki, olaylara yaklasimindaki siik{ineti gosterir (Goksel, 2014).

Dr. Ethem’in 1934 Soyad: Kanunu ile aldig1 “Bakar” soyad: da aile hafizasinda
manidar bir detay olarak yer etmistir. Necile Hanim'in aktarimina gore, kelime-

nin Arapca kdkenli “sigir/okiiz” manast aile fertleri arasinda latife konusu ya-
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pilmigsa da Dr. Ethem, bu soyadini Tiirk¢e “bakmak/muayene etmek” fiilinden
miilhem, mesleki kimligini vurgulamak gayesiyle tercih etmis olsa gerektir. Bu
soyadi, torunu kiiciik Ethem’in dedesi i¢in uydurdugu ve hastalara kapiy: acar-
ken soyledigi su tekerleme ile aile ici sozlii kiiltlirlin ve hafizanin simgesel bir

parcasi haline gelmistir (Goksel, 2014):

“Doktor Ethem Bakar / Her hastalig1 cakar / Bir siringa yapar / Buy-

1%

ruuun

Bu tekerleme, halkin genel kanaatini yansitip yansitmadig: kesin olmamakla
birlikte, torunlarinin goziindeki “teshisi kuvvetli, siiratli ve mahir hekim” imaji-

n1 6liimstizlestirmesi bakimindan degerlidir.

Sonug olarak, duvarlarinda “Pasa Baba” tablosuyla gecmisi, 6zel alaninda yas ve
bagimliligi, kamusal alaninda ise Batili yasam tarzi ve tip ilmini barindiran bu
hane, Osmanlr’dan Cumhuriyet'e gegisin sancilarini, kimlik gizliligini ve modern-

lesme ¢abasini en mahrem teferruatiyla yasayan Dr. Ethem’in hakiki diinyasidir.
Sonu¢

Dr. Ethem Bakar’in hayat hikayesi, bir hekim biyografisinden ziyade, Osmanlrdan
Cumbhuriyet’e gecis siirecinin zihinsel doniisiimiinii temsil eden bir entelektiiel
portre olarak okunmalidir. Selanik’in kozmopolit ikliminde filizlenen, Fransa
Klinikleri ve pozitivist literatiiriiyle sekillenen, Cumhuriyet modernlesmesiyle
sentezlenen kimligi, onu bu gecis doneminin 6zgiin figiirlerinden biri kilar. Dr.
Ethem tibbi kariyeri ile toplumsal sorumluluk bilincini harmanlayan, laboratu-
var ile kiitliphane, hastane koridorlari ile cemiyet hayati: arasinda koprii kuran

“hekim-aydin” tipolojisinin unutulmus ancak temsil giicii yiiksek bir 6rnegidir.

Bu cok katmanli mirasin merkezinde, siiphesiz Terbiye-i [rdde yer alir. Yillarca
Jules Payot’nun eserinin bir terclimesi sanilan bu calismanin, esasen 6zgiin bir
telif eser oldugunun ortaya ¢ikarilmasi, Dr. Ethem’in salt bir aktarici olmanin

Otesinde, insa edici yoniini de gorlinir kilmistir. “Garb’in irfani”’ni1 merkeze
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alan miiellif, klasik Islam diisiincesindeki nefis terbiyesi mirasin1 bilingli bir
epistemolojik tercihle geri plana iterken, Ribot ve Payot'dan devraldigi kavram-
lar1 “milli terakki” idealine baglayarak yerli bir teorik cerceve teklif etmistir. Bu
cergeve, erken Cumhuriyet'in beden, ruh ve ahlak: biitiinctil olarak egitmeyi

hedefleyen politikalarina da zemin tegkil etmistir.

Makale, Dr. Ethem’in biyografisindeki kirilma noktalarinin, onun entelektiiel
ve mesleki iiretimini nasil sekillendirdigini de ortaya koymustur. Ozellikle oglu
Hikmet’in 1930°'daki vefati, bir babanin caresizliginin “sosyal hekimlik” misyo-
nuna doniistiigii trajik bir esiktir. Bu tarihten itibaren veremle miicadeleye ada-
dig1 calismalari, Tiirk Tip Cemiyetindeki nesriyat faaliyetleri ve Istanbul Rad-
yosundaki konusmalari, sahsi bir yasin kamusal bir hizmete tahvil edilmesidir.
Ancak aile hafizasindan siiziilen tanikliklar, irade ile kaderine hiikmedebilece-
gini savunan pozitivist aydinin, evlat acis1 karsisinda yasadigi ontolojik ¢aresiz-
ligi ortaya koyar. Bu “dirayetli hekim” portresinin ardinda, morfin bagimliligi-

nin ve yasin golgesinde siiren sarsici bir “mahrem tarih” yatmaktadir.

Dr. Ethem’in Kapanci (Avdeti) kokeni ve Bat1 merkezli perspektifi, onun muhafa-
zakar gevrelerce mesafeyle karsilanmasini agiklayan sosyo-kiiltiirel bir faktorddir.
Eserinin pozitivist tonunun baskinligi ve yerli irfan gelenegine yabancilig1, Terbi-
ye-i [rdde’nin neden toplum nezdinde hizla unutuldugu sorusuna da cevap sunar:
Onun modernlesme teklifi, geleneksel okur icin fazlasiyla sekiiler, radikal Cum-

huriyetci-reformcu elit i¢inse fazlasiyla birey ahlaki merkezli bulunmus olabilir.

Netice itibariyle Dr. Ethem Bakar, kamusal alanda Bat1 bilimiyle toplumunu insa
etmeye calisan “kurucu irade” ile mahrem alanda kimlik ve 6liim karsisinda sav-
rulan “insani kirilganlik” arasindaki gerilimin viicut bulmus halidir. Birinci el kay-
naklar ve sozlii tarih verileri 1s181nda hazirlanan bu makale, Dr. Ethem’i “mechul”
bir isim olmaktan ¢ikarip literatiire kazandirmay: amaclamistir. Bununla beraber
onun yeniden insa edilen hikayesi, sadece bir biyografik boslugu doldurmakla
kalmaz, Osmanlr’dan Cumhuriyet’e gecisin sadece kurumsal degil, agir bedeller

o0denmis zihinsel ve ruhsal bir siire¢ oldugunun en somut delilini teskil eder.



Z8C J0C 208 0% J0% 0 Jeid

Journal of Balkan Studies =# s s ¢ s & e e v oo s eesessess LxtendedAbstract

Between Will and Fate:

The Biography and Intellectual World of
Dr. Ethem Bakar

(1877-1945)

Omer Faruk Can

Introduction and Historiographical Context

The transition from the late Ottoman Empire to the early Turkish Republic
marks a period of profound transformation in terms of administration, politics,
and society. Traditional historiography has predominantly narrated this process
through the lens of institutional ruptures, legal reforms, and state-centric mo-
dernization projects. However, such macro-narratives often overlook the “capil-
lary” details of transformation experienced at the individual level. Biographical
studies of the era’s witnesses offer a crucial corrective, providing concrete em-
bodiments of abstract historical shifts. This study focuses on one such forgotten
figure: Dr Ethem Bakar (1877-1945).
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As a member of the “Medical School” (Tibbiyeli) elite, Dr Bakar belongs to a ge-
neration that viewed medicine not merely as a clinical practice but as a tool
for social engineering and national rejuvenation, unlike his more famous con-
temporaries—such as Dr. Abdullah Cevdet, the proponent of biological materi-
alism, or Dr. Nazim, the activist politician of the Committee of Union and Prog-
ress—Dr. Bakar has remained in obscurity. This research aims to reconstruct
his biography and intellectual world, arguing that his life story, spanning from
the cosmopolitan atmosphere of Salonica to the republican modernization of Is-
tanbul, serves as a microcosm of the “physician-intellectual” typology that was

instrumental in constructing the mental infrastructure of modern Turkey.
Methodology and Sources

Constructing the biography of a figure who has been “forgotten” or “silenced”
requires a multi-layered methodological approach. This study utilizes a diverse
array of primary sources, including:

Periodicals and Press: An extensive scan of newspapers (e.g., Journal de Salo-
nique, Zaman, Cumhuriyet) and medical journals (Poliklinik, Istanbul Seririydtt)
from the Second Constitutional Era to the mid-1940s.

Private Archives and Oral History: The study heavily relies on the private pa-
pers of the family and, crucially, the oral testimonies of Dr Bakar’s granddaugh-
ter, Necile Ulfet Berkel (1931-2022). Recorded prior to her death, these testimo-
nies provide invaluable insight into the private sphere, particularly regarding
the family’s concealed Sabbatean (Donme) identity and the domestic traumas
that contradicted Dr Bakar’s public persona of rational stoicism.

“Literary Archaeology”: A significant portion of this research is dedicated to
correcting a bibliographic error regarding Dr Bakar’s major work, Terbiye-i Ird-
de (The Education of the Will). Through a forensic analysis of ephemeral do-
cuments—matching the address on a 1928 prescription pad (“Sebuhyan Apart-
ment”) with a 1945 death notice and a photograph on a tombstone—this study
definitively proves that the work is not a translation of Jules Payot’s book, as

long assumed, but an original monograph.
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Early Life:
The Cosmopolitan Origins and Western Formation

Dr Ethem Bakar was born in 1877, a date confirmed by his own medical specia-
lization thesis, likely in Smyrna. However, his family roots were deeply embed-
ded in the Kapanc1 branch of the Sabbatean community in Salonica. The Kapan-
c1 community was distinguished by its openness to European culture, secular
tendencies, and rapid integration into modernity compared to other Sabbatean
sects. This socio-cultural background played a decisive role in shaping Dr Ba-
kar’s worldview. The “Pasha Baba” portrait, described in family anecdotes, de-
picts a forefather in an expensive uniform, symbolising the family’s bourgeois

status and their desire to integrate into the Ottoman bureaucratic aristocracy.

Following his education in Salonica, Dr Bakar attended the Imperial School of Me-
dicine (Mekteb-i Tibbiye-i Miilkiye) in Istanbul, where he graduated in 1901. This
institution served as a gateway to positivist thought for the Ottoman intelligentsia.
His subsequent specialisation in France (1901-1905), likely supported by a state
scholarship, was a pivotal period in his intellectual development. Studying internal
medicine at the University of Montpellier under professors such as Paul Ardin-Del-
teil and interacting with the Parisian medical elite, he absorbed not only clinical
knowledge but also the “mentalité” of the French Third Republic—specifically its

emphasis on experimental psychology, pedagogy, and the “culture of will.”

_ The Intellectual Legacy:
Terbiye-i Iraéde as a Project of Self-Construction

Upon his return to the Empire, Dr. Bakar became a prolific writer and public
intellectual, particularly during the vibrant atmosphere of the Second Consti-
tutional Era. His most enduring contribution is Terbiye-i [rdde (1909). This study
challenges the classification of this text as a mere translation. While Dr Bakar
acknowledged Jules Payot’s L’Education de la Volonté as a structural model, he
rewrote the content to address the specific “pathologies” he perceived in Otto-

man society.
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The book is structured into two parts: “General Knowledge,” dealing with the
theory of will, and “Specifically the Education of the Will,” offering practical
applications. Dr Bakar’s approach is radically Western-centric. He explicitly re-
jects traditional Eastern and Islamic sources of morality (such as al-Ghazali or
Sufi ethics), opting instead for references to Kant, Ribot, and Dubois. A striking
feature of the work is his fierce critique of local proverbs (e.g., “Less greed brin-
gs more loss”), which he dismisses not as folk wisdom but as “sophistries of
the masses” that instill laziness and fatalism. For Dr Bakar, strengthening the
individual will was not just a personal psychological goal, but a prerequisite for
“national progress.” This perspective positions him as a bridge between the po-
sitivist idealism of the Young Turks and the pragmatic, secular citizen-building

projects of the early Republic.
Migration, Class, and the “Burden of Silence”

The Balkan Wars (1912-1913) forced the family to migrate to Istanbul. Howe-
ver, unlike many Balkan refugees who arrived in destitution, Dr Bakar’s family
successfully transferred their wealth and status, settling in the prestigious
Sisli-Osmanbey district. Their residence, the “Zeki Bey Apartment,” with its
300-square-meter floor plan, service staff, and French-speaking environment,

exemplifies the lifestyle of the Republican bourgeoisie.

Nevertheless, this integration came at a psychological cost. The study analyzes the
family’s experience through Cengiz Sisman’s concept of the “burden of silence.”
The Kapanci community, to which Dr Bakar belonged, adopted a strategy of “volun-
tary assimilation” into the secular Turkish Republic, viewing the new nation-state
as a safe harbour from both internal communal pressures and external discrimi-
nation. This strategy manifested in the household as a strict taboo on discussing
their origins. A poignant oral history account recounts how Dr Bakar’s wife, upon
being questioned by her granddaughter about a picture of Sabbatai Zevi, revealed
her secret name “Rut” (Ruth) in a moment of panic, only to immediately enforce
silence (“This is a great secret”). This incident illustrates the deep intergeneratio-

nal anxiety and the “secular survival strategy” adopted by the family.
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The “White Plague” and the Private Tragedy

The narrative of Dr Bakar’s life takes a tragic turn in 1930 with the death of his
son, Hikmet Ethem, from tuberculosis at the age of 20. This event marked a
collapse of the rationalist optimism he had championed in Terbiye-i [rdde. The
father who believed the will could conquer destiny was rendered helpless by the
“White Plague.”

Transforming his grief into a professional crusade, Dr Bakar reinvented himself
as a specialist in tuberculosis (phthisiologist). He traveled extensively to Swiss
sanatoriums (Davos, Montana, Leysin) to study advanced treatments like pneu-
mothorax, published scientific papers on the subject, and gave radio lectures
to educate the public. However, the study reveals a stark contrast between his

public activism and his private reality.

Behind the closed doors of the Zeki Bey Apartment, the family was consumed by
grief. Oral testimony reveals that Dr Bakar’s wife, unable to cope with the loss,
became addicted to morphine—a habit supported and administered by Dr Bakar
himself, who eventually became dependent as well. This “chemical consolation”
persisted for nearly two decades. The image of the “dirayetli” (strong-willed) do-
ctor, who preached discipline and hygiene to the nation via the radio, privately
succumbing to addiction in a house filled with the scent of medicine and mour-

ning, offers a devastating critique of the limits of positivist rationalism.
Conclusion

Dr Ethem Bakar died in 1945, amidst the gloom of World War II and the anxieties
of the Wealth Tax (Varlik Vergisi), which had disproportionately targeted minori-
ties and “Donmes.” He was buried in the Biilbiilderesi Cemetery, in the section

reserved for the Kapanci community, directly above his son.

This study concludes that Dr Ethem Bakar is a significant, albeit forgotten, ar-

chetype of the Ottoman-Turkish modernization process. His life embodies the
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tensions of the era: the synthesis of medical science with social pedagogy, the
successful economic integration of the bourgeoisie coupled with the suppression
of ethno-religious identity, and the fragile veneer of rationalism over profound
human tragedy. By reclaiming the authorship of Terbiye-i [rdde and reconstructing
his biography through the “burden of silence,” this article fills a “missing link” in
the historiography of Turkish thought. It suggests that the “physician-intellectu-
als” of this period were not merely importers of Western science but active cons-

tructors of a new selfhood—a project often realized at significant personal cost.
Kaynakc¢a
Arsiv Belgeleri ve Ozel Koleksiyonlar

Baskanlik Osmanli Arsivi (BOA). Hariciye Nezareti idare (HR.ID), 2032/7.
Emine Pirhasan Koleksiyonu.

Bakar, E. (t.y.). [Oglunun mezar tasi i¢in siir taslagi] [El yazisi not].

Edhem. (t.y.). Yemek rejimi [Hasta bilgilendirme formuy].

Edhem. (1928, 19 Temmuz). [Regete]. Phebus Miizayede Evi.
S6zli Tarih Kayitlar

Goksel, A. (2014, 26 Mart). [Necile Ulfet Berkel ile miilakat] [Ses kaydi]. Asli Goksel Kisisel
Arsivi.
Goksel, A. (2021, 17 Ekim). [Necile Ulfet Berkel ile miilakat] [Ses kaydi]. Asli Goksel Kisisel Arsivi.
Dr. Ethem Bakar’in Eserleri ve Yazilar

(Not: Bu boliimde yazarin kullandigi farkli imzalar [Edhem, Selanikli, Bakar] olsa da, kronolo-
jik bir akus izlemek biyografi icin daha anlamli olacagindan yayinlar, APA standardi geregi
soyadina gore alfabetik dizilmistir.)

Bakar, E. (1936a). Montana. Poliklinik, (34), 303-306.

Bakar, E. (1936b). Profesér Henri Vaquez. Poliklinik, (37), 27-29.

Bakar, E. (1936c¢). Difteri seromu ile tedavi edilmis astma miisahedelerimiz (Tiirk Tip Ce-

miyeti'nde teblig edilmistir 5/12/1933). Istanbul Seririyati, 18(2), 25-32.



Omer Faruk Can
Between Will and Fate: The Biography and Intellectual World of Dr. Ethem Bakar
(1877-1945)

Bakar, E. (2023). Terbiye-i irdde (F. Z. Can & T. Uysal, Haz.). Ketebe Yayinlari.

Edhem. (1327/1909). Terbiye-i irdde. Asir Matbaasi.

Edhem. (1910). Kizlara kirdat-1 sithhiye. Zaman Matbaasi.

Edhem. (1926). Terbiye-i irdde. Hiisn-i Tabiat Matbaasi.

Edhem, Erden, F., & Steinitz, K. (1938). Etudes sur un cas de lévulosurie essentielle. Acta
Medica Scandinavica, 97(3-4), 455-472.

Edhem, I. (1905). De l'opothérapie stomacale par le suc gastrique naturel [Tip tezi]. Imprimerie
G. Firmin, Montane et Sicardi.

Ethem. (1933). Verem ve plindmotoraks. M. Osman (Ed.), Sthhat Almanak: icinde (s. 339-342).

Selanikli Ethem. (1933a). Kan kiireyvelerinin teressiip siir’atini 6l¢mekte yeni bir teknik
ve akciger vereminde neticeleri. Istanbul Seririyati, 15(10), 735-742.

Selanikli Ethem. (1933b). Kan kiireyvelerinin teresstip siir’atini 6l¢mekte yeni bir teknik

ve akciger vereminde neticeleri (Mabad). Istanbul Seririyati, 15(11), 763-770.

Sireli Yayinlar

Echos de la Ville. (1905, 23 Kasim). Journal de Salonique, s. 1.
Glinliik radyo programi. (1937, 2 Kasim). Kurun, s. 5.

Oliim. (1945, 22 Kasim). Cumhuriyet, s. 2.

Radyo. (1937, 19 Ekim). Aksam, s. 10.

Soyadi alan yurtdaslarin isimleri. (1935, 31 Ocak). Kurun, s. 7.
Tiirk T1ip Cemiyeti toplantisi. (1936, 25 Eyliil). Aksam, s. 3.

Tiirk Tip Cemiyetinde yeni idare heyeti. (1938, 9 Ocak). Kurun, s. 2.
Tiirk Tip Cemiyeti yeni heyeti idaresi. (1938, 9 Ocak). Aksam, s. 4.

Tetkik Eserler (Kitap, Makale ve Tezler)

AKkar, R. (2000). Askale yolculari: Varlik Vergisi ve ¢calisma kamplart (2. bs.). Belge Uluslara-
ras1 Yayincilik.

Aksu, E. (2018). Selanik’te Tiirk edebi kiiltiirii (1860-1912) [Doktora tezi, Canakkale Onsekiz
Mart Universitesi].

Babaoglu, R. (2020). Mekteb-i Miilkiye (1859-1960): Tanzimat’tan Cumhuriyet’e bilimsel ve

kiiltiirel modernlesmenin kurumsallasmast. Tlirk Tarih Kurumu.

43



44

Journal of Balkan Studies

Besikei, M. (2025). Modern Osmanli-Tiirk askeri tarihinde manzum ben-anlatilart: As-
kerl hafizadan duygularin tarihine. Kadim, (10), 23-48. https://doi.org/10.54462/ka-
dim.1728780

Dogan, 1. (2002). Sosyolojik diisiincenin Osmanlrdaki kaynaklari: “Ulum-1 Iktisadiye ve
Ictimaiye Mecmuast” 6rnegi. XIII. Tiirk Tarih Kongresi: Kongreye sunulan bildiriler icin-
de (C. 3, Kisim 2, s. 661-691). Tlirk Tarih Kurumu.

Efe, A. (2009). Sebiliirresad. TDV Isldm ansiklopedisi icinde (C. 36, s. 251-253). Tiirkiye Di-
yanet Vakf1 Yayinlari.

Erden, F. (1948). Tiirk hekimleri biyografisi. Cituri Biraderler Basimevi.

Eyicil, A. (2004). Ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti liderlerinden Doktor Ndzum Bey (1872-1916). Giin
Yayinlari.

Galante, A. (2000). Sabetay Sevi ve Sabetaycilarin gelenekleri (E. Agca, Cev.). Zvi-Geyik Ya-
yinlari.

Hanioglu, M. S. (1981). Bir siyasal diistiniir olarak Doktor Abdullah Cevdet ve donemi. Ucdal
Nesriyat.

Hanioglu, M. S. (1988). Abdullah Cevdet. TDV Isldm ansiklopedisi icinde (C. 1, s. 90-93).
Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Yayinlari.

Hanioglu, M. $. (2005). Blueprints for a future society: Late Ottoman materialists on
science, religion, and art. E. Ozdalga (Ed.), Late Ottoman society: The intellectual legacy
icinde (s. 28-116). RoutledgeCurzon.

Ozer, S. (2020). Tiirkiye'de 1923-1950 yillar1 arasinda verem. Turkish Studies, 15(4), 867-883.



Omer Faruk Can
Between Will and Fate: The Biography and Intellectual World of Dr. Ethem Bakar 45
(1877-1945)



research articles

Avusturya Ordusunun
Kosova'y: Isgali (1689-1691) ve
Yerel Halkin Tepkisi

Agron Islami

Ozet: Kosova'nin 1690 yilinda Habsgurg ordusu tarafindan isgali, Osmanli dénemi Kosova tarihinin en
énemli safhalarindan birini olusturmaktadir. Ustelik yaklasik bir yil siiren bu isgal, giiniimiizde dahi Ar-
navut ve Sirp tarihgiler arasinda tartismalara konu olmaya devam etmektedir. Bilindigi {izere Sirp efsanevi
tarih yazimi, Sirplarin Kosova iizerindeki tarihsel hak iddiasini (1389 Birinci Kosova Savasi'ndan itibaren)
merkeze alan bir anlatiy1 hakim kilmay:1 basarmistir. Bu anlati, Pavle Julinac’in tezine dayandirilmakta ve
yazili bicimde s6zde “Kosova'dan Biiylik Sirp Gocii” olarak ortaya konulmaktadir.

Bu tiir tarih yazimi, Ortodoks Kilisesi'nin tarihine ve ipek (Peja) Patrikhanesi'ne mensup Ortodoks ruhban
sinifini temsil eden III. Arseniye Carnoyevi¢’in (1683-1706) sahsiyetine odaklanmaktadir. Avusturya ordu-
larmnin geri cekilmesinin ardindan Ortodoks Patrigi ile birlikte yaklasik 30.000 Ortodoksun (Sirp, Arnavut,
Bulgar vb.) Macaristan’a go¢ etmesi, Sirp milliyetci arastirmacilar tarafindan, 1691 yilinda Osmanli idare-
sinin s6z konusu bolgelere yeniden hakim olmasindan sonra Kosovanin demografik yapisinda etnik bir

doniisiim yasandig1 yoniindeki iddialara temel dayanaklardan biri olarak ileri stirtilmiistir.
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Avusturya Ordusunun Kosova'yt Isgali (1689-1691) ve Yerel Halkin TepKkisi

Bu galisma, Kutsal ittifak ordular1 tarafindan Kosova’nin isgalini, Kosova reayasinin bu isgale yaklagimini
ve 1691 yil1 boyunca Osmanli idaresiyle olan iliskilerini ele almay1 amaclamaktadr.

Anahtar kelimeler: Kosova, Avusturya Isgali, Pjetér Bogdani, Arsenije III, Toma Raspasani.

Abstract: The conquest of Kosovo by the Habsburg army in 1690 constitutes one of the most important
phases of the history of Kosovo during the Ottoman period. Moreover, this conquest, which lasted approxi-
mately one year, continues to be a subject of debate between Albanian and Serbian historians even today.
As is known, Serbian mythological historiography has managed to create a narrative that focuses on the
historical claim of the Serbs to Kosovo (since the First Battle of Kosovo in 1389). This narrative is based on
the thesis of Pavle Julinac and is presented in written form as the so-called “Great Serbian Exodus from
Kosovo”. This type of historiography focuses on the history of the Orthodox Church and the personality
of Arsenije III Crnojevi¢ (1683-1706), who represents the Orthodox clergy belonging to the Patriarchate of
Peja. After the withdrawal of the Austrian armies, the migration of approximately 30,000 Orthodox Christi-
ans (Serbs, Albanians, Bulgarians, etc.) together with the Orthodox Patriarch to Hungary has been presen-
ted by Serbian nationalist scholars as one of the main bases for their claims that an ethnic transformation
occurred in the demographic structure of Kosovo after the Ottoman administration regained control of
these regions in 1691.

This study aims to examine the occupation of Kosovo by the armies of the Holy League, the approach of
Kosovar subjects to this occupation, and their relations with the Ottoman administration throughout 1691.

Keywords: Kosovo, Austrian Occupation, Pjetér Bogdani, Arsenije III, Toma Raspasani.
o .
Giris

Osmanli ordusunun 1683 yilinda Viyana'yr fethetmeye yonelik girisiminin ba-
sarisizlikla sonucglanmasi, Orta Avrupadaki gii¢c dengelerini Osmanli aleyhine
degistirmis ve Habsburglarin diplomatik girisimlerini hizlandirmistir. Bu bag-
lamda Habsburglar, 5 Mart 1684 tarihinde Venedik, Polonya, Malta, Toskana ve
Papalig1 bir araya getirerek Kutsal Hacli Ittifaki'n1 tegkil etmislerdir (Shaw, 1976:
217; Inalcik, 2015: 205-206). 1686 yilindan itibaren Rusyanin da s6z konusu ko-
alisyona katilmasiyla ittifak daha genis bir askeri ve siyasi nitelik kazanmustir.
Bu gelismeler neticesinde Osmanli Imparatorlugu, izleyen yaklasik yirmi yil
boyunca Macaristan, Bosna, Kosova ve Sirbistan'da Habsburglara; Ukrayna'da

Polonya’ya; Dalmagya, Arnavutluk ve Morada Venedik’e; Kirim'da ise Rusya'ya

47



48

Journal of Balkan Studies

kars1 olmak iizere, cok cepheli ve es zamanli bir miicadele yiiriitmek zorunda
kalmis; boylece imparatorluk, biitiin biiylik rakipleriyle ayni anda savasmak du-

rumunda birakilmistir (Uzuncarsili, 2000: 460).

II. Viyana Kusatmasinin basarisizlikla sonuglanmasi ve bunu izleyen askeri ye-
nilgiler, Osmanli maliyesi ve tasra diizeni ilizerinde agir baskilar olusturmustur.
Bu durum, Osmanl: askeri teskilatina mensup unsurlarin da dahil oldugu ciddi
toplumsal huzursuzluklari ve yer yer isyan hareketlerini beraberinde getirmis-
tir. Bu siiregte 6ne ¢ikan figiirlerden biri de 1684/85 yillarinda Macar cephesinde
askeri birligin basinda bulunan Yegen Osman Pasadir (Kati¢, 2001: 36). Kendisi
Anadolu’ya ka¢cmis ve orada etrafina cok sayida levent ve eskiya toplamisti. Dev-
letin icinde bulundugu zor siyasi durum, isyankar Pasanin (Yegen Pasa) sultana
kendini kabul ettirmesine ve 1687'de Belgrad muhafizi, ardindan Bosna valisi ve
Macar cephesinin baskomutani (serdar) olarak atanmasina neden olmustur. Bu
gorevlerdeyken, Rumelinin genis bir kesiminde niifuzunu artirarak keyfi ver-
giler uygulamis ve bazi kiliseleri kapatarak Hristiyan ruhban sinifina yonelik
baskici politikalar izlemistir (Malcolm, 2002:141-142).

Bu donemde yiriitiilen ¢ok cepheli savaglar hem dis hem de i¢ hazine kaynak-
larini1 6nemli Slgilide tiiketmis ve Osmanli maliyesi {izerinde agir bir yiik olus-
turmustur. Mali darbogazin derinlesmesi, devletin kapikulu ocaklarina diizenli
maas 6deyemeyecek duruma gelmesine yol agmistir. Gerekli mali kaynagin te-
mini amaciyla “imdad-1 seferiyye” adi altinda olaganiistii vergilerin toplanma-
sina yonelik fermanlar ilan edilmis olsa da derinlesen ic siyasi ve askeri krizin
oniline gecilememistir. Bu durumda, Avusturya cephesindeki basarisizliklar
nedeniyle gorevini terk ederek kagan Sari Siilleyman Pasa’nin yerine sadrazam-
liga getirilen Siyavus Pasa’nin onciiliiglinde, memnuniyetsizlik i¢indeki askerl
ziimreler Istanbul’a dogru harekete gecmistir. Ordu, baskente yaklasik 70 km.
mesafedeki Silivri'ye ulastiginda Siyavus Pasa, Seyhiilislam’a ve Istanbul kayma-
kami Kopriilizade Mustafa Pasa’ya gonderdigi mektupla IV. Mehmed’in tahttan
indirilmesini ve yerine kardesi Siilleyman’in gecirilmesini talep etmistir. Bu ge-
lismeler neticesinde, 8 Kasim 1687 tarihinde Ayasofya Camii'nde ulemanin ve

Kopriiliizade Fazil Mustafa Pasa’nin huzurunda padisahin tahttan indirilmesine
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dair fetva ilan edilmis ve boylece Osmanli tahtina II. Stileyman (1687-1691) ¢1k-
mustir (Ozcan, 2004:66-67).

Yeni padisah tahta ciktiginda, Hristiyan ordular: tiim cephelerde belirgin iler-
lemeler kaydetmistir. Avusturyalilar, Macaristan'daki stratejik kaleleri ele gecir-
misti. General Antonia Von Caraffa, 14 Ocak 1687 tarihinde, Macaristan'in kuze-
yiyle tlim askeri baglantilar1 kesen, stratejik 6nemi biiyiik olan Egri (Eger-Erlau)
kalesini teslim almistir. Ayrica, Eyliil 1688'de Avusturya ordusu, Istolni Belg-
rad (Székesfehérvar), Ilok, Varadin ve Lugos kalelerini ele gecirmistir (Oz-
can,2004:72). Ardindan Karpatlarin kuzeyindeki bolgeler ve Sava Nehri'nin hem
kuzeyinde hem giineyinde yer alan kalelerin biiyiik kismi1 Avusturya hakimiyeti-
ne girmistir. Ote yandan Venedikliler Yunanistan'daki Istefe ve Bosna'daki Knin
kalelerini hakimiyet altina aldiktan sonra Mora Yarimadasini ve Arnavutluk’taki

Kanina ve Avlonya (Vlora)’y1 ele gecirmeyi basarmislardir (Xhufi, 2017: 30-32).

Tiim bu gelismelerin ardindan padisah, genel seferberlik (nefir-i 4m) ilan
ederek ordunun basinda Sofya istikametine dogru harekete gecmistir. Ancak
Edirne civarina vardiginda, Yegen Osman Pasadan bir mektup almistir. Pasa,
Avusturya kuvvetleriyle Ujice (UZice) ve Yenipazar (Novipazar)da giristigi car-
pismalarin ardindan Nige cekilmek zorunda kaldigini, diismanin Sava Nehrini
gectigini ve bolgedeki savunma hatlarinin ciddi bicimde zayifladigini bildirerek
acil askeri takviye ve mali destek talebinde bulunmustur. Bu mektuba cevaben
padisah, her ne pahasina olursa olsun bolgenin miidafaa edilmesini emretmis-
tir (Uskiidari Abdullah Efendi, 2017: 392).

Padisah Edirne’ye tam olarak ulasmadan, Belgrad’in diistiigii (Eyliil 1688) habe-
ri alinmistir. Bu gelisme iizerine, Istanbul'daki Hollanda elgisinin de tesvikiy-
le Osmanl hiikliimeti Avusturya ve Venedik'le baris miizakerelerine girismek
amaciyla Ziilfikar Efendi’yi Viyana'ya (Subat-Haziran 1689) gondermistir (Mant-
ran, 2004:239). Ancak s6z konusu diplomatik tesebbiislerin basarisizlikla sonuc-
lanmasi, Osmanli Devletinin askeri ve siyasi bakimdan i¢inde bulundugu krizi
daha da derinlestirmistir. Nitekim, Avusturya ordusu yeniden taarruza gecerek

24 Eyliil 1689 tarihinde Nig’i isgal etmis, ardindan Kosova ile Adriyatik kiyis1 ara-
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sindaki bolgeleri ele gecirerek Osmanlilarin Bosna ile olan baglanti hatlarini

kesmeyi hedefleyen yeni cepheler agcmislardir.

Kosova Bélgesinin Avusturya ordularinca isgali
(1689-1690)

Avusturyal1 generaller tarafindan belirlenen stratejik plan dogrultusunda, bas-
komutan Margrave Ludwig von Baden kuvvetlerini iki ana kola ayirmistir. Bu
cercevede Baden, 1689 yilinin Ekim ayinda bizzat komuta ettigi birliklerle Vidin
istikametine ilerlerken, Kosovanin giineyine sevk edilen ve yaklasik 5.000 as-
kerden olusan diger birligin komutasini Enea Piccolomini iistlenmistir. Picco-
lomini'ye verilen temel gorev, Kosovadan Arnavutluk iclerine dogru ilerleyerek
Osmanlilarin Bosna ile olan askeri ve lojistik baglantilarini kesmekti (Malcolm,
2002: 143). Komutasindaki birlik ile Ekim ayinin ilk yarisinda Urgiip’ii (Prokup-
lje) ele gegirdikten sonra Leskofca (leskovac) {izerinden Kosova'ya yonelmistir.
Piccolomininin Baden'e gonderdigi mektupta belirttigine gore, 21 Ekim'de Pris-
tine’de bulunmakta olup, halen Osmanli kontroliinde bulunan ve Sirbistan ile
Hersek topraklar1 arasinda stratejik bir gecis noktasi teskil eden Izvecan (Zve-
can) Kalesi ile Novabirda'y1 (Arnavutca: Novobérdé; Sirpca: Novobrdo) ele gegir-
meyi hedeflemekteydi (Rugova, 2024: 219).

Dukakin ve Prizren mutasarrift Mahmudbeyzdde Mahmud Bey, yaklasik 10 000
kisilik kuvvetiyle Kutsal Ittifak ordusuna pusu kurmak amaciyla Pristine istika-
metine hareket etmisse de, yerel halkin Avusturyal: birliklerle is birligi icerisin-
de oldugunu fark etmesi iizerine herhangi bir ¢catismaya girmeden geri ¢ekilmis
ve Uskiip'e sigimmistir (Malcolm, 2002: 143). Picolominin 23 Ekim 1689 tarihli
raporunda belirttigi izere, 300 Osmanli askerinden olusan bir birlikle kisa bir
catismanin ardindan surlarla cevrili Kacanik sehrine girmisler ve burada 19 Os-
manli askerini 6ldiirmiisler ve 11'ini esir almislardir. Ardindan daglik giizergah
lizerinden ilerleyerek Uskiip gibi stratejik ve niifusca biiyiik bir yerlesim merke-
zinin civarina ulasmislardir (Rugova, 2024: 219). Bu kosullarin yarattig giivenlik
kaygilar1 neticesinde Uskiip ahalisi, Avusturya ordular1 sehre ulasmadan énce

evlerini ve yurtlarini terk etmek zorunda kalmistir. Piccolomini’nin aktardigi-
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na gore, Sofya'dan gelebilecek olasi bir Osmanli taarruzundan ve Kosova bol-
gesinin heniiz tam anlamiyla giivence altina alinamamis olmasindan duydugu
endise sebebiyle 26 Ekim 1689 tarihinde sehrin atese verilmesini emretmistir.
Avusturyali general, Uskiip'ti mimari siislemeleri bakimindan Roma’ya, kent bii-

yiikliigii acisindan ise Prag’a benzetmektedir (Inbasi-Kul, 2018:22).

General Piccolomini’nin 9 Kasim 1689 tarihli raporuna gore, Avusturya ordusu
Uskiipten Kacanik’e geri cekilmis ve buradan Lipyan’a (Lipjan) intikal etmistir.
Bu slirecte Albay Strasser, piyade taburlari ve alt1 top esliginde Mitrovica bol-
gesinde bulunan izvecan ve Banska (Banjska) yoniinde ilerlemis ve 3 Kasim'da
soz konusu yerleri tamamen ele gecirmistir. General, alay1 ve Styria siivarile-
ri (Dragonnern von Styrum) ile birlikte, Kosova'daki Asi Arnavutlarla yapilan
anlagsmanin ardindan boélgedeki durumu yerinde gormek amaciyla Arnavutluk
yoniine hareket etmistir. Ancak sag koltuk altindaki sislikler (veba belirtisi)
saglik durumunu ciddi sekilde etkilemis ve Lapusnik’te (Llapushnik) durmak
zorunda kalmistir. Buradan Maliseva'ya gectiginde, Sehirkoy’lin (Pirot) diistii-
gii haberi alinmis ve Avusturya Yiiksek Komutanliginin emri {izere, komutanlik
Albay Strasser’e devredilip kuvvetleriyle Nis'e geri ¢ekilmistir. Bununla birlikte
zaman kazanmak isteyen General Piccolomini, 5 Kasim'da Prizren’e yaklasik ii¢
saat mesafede bulunan Mamusa (Mamusha) koyiine ilerlemis ve burada yerel
liderlerle bir araya gelmistir. Goriismenin ardindan (6 Kasim) askerleriyle bir-
likte Prizren’e girmistir. Burada yaklasik 5 000 asi Arnavut savascilar: tarafin-
dan biiyiik bir cosku ve saygiyla karsilanmigtir. Karsilama torenine, Hristiyan ve
Miisliiman Arnavutlarin yani sira sehrin diger etnik gruplarina mensup halk da
katilmistir.! Torende Baspiskopos Pjetér Bogdani ile birlikte Kelmendi (Klemen-
ti) liderleri de hazir bulunmustur. Avusturya ordusunun gecisi sirasinda ii¢ kez

tlifek atisiyla selamlama gerceklestirilmistir (Rugova, 2024: 236-237).

1  Tivar Bagpiskoposu Gjergj Bardhi'nin (Giorgio Bianchi) 1638 yilinin $ubat ayinda Dukagjin ve Prizren’i
ziyaret ettigi sirada hazirladig rapora gére, Prizren sehri 22 katolik, 34 hristiyan ortodoks ve 3 000
misliman hane olmak tizere toplam 3058 haneden olugsmaktadir. (Zamputi, 1965: 101).

2 “Am 6. brach man von Mamuscha auff, und marchierte bif} zu gedachten Ohrt von Preiseren, woselbsteu
der Her.[rn] General von dem Erz Bichoffe selbigen Landes und den Patriarchen von Climent empfangen
wurde, so eine Fahne mit den Zeichen des Creuf3es vorher tragen liessen, und stunden bey 5000 Arnauten,
Albaneser Christen und Turcken, und andere National Volck, in zweyen Linien vor der Stabt ins Gewehr,
welche sambtlich bey Durchpaf3ierung der Teutschen Militie eine Dreysache Salve gaben, und nachgehends
so woll selbige als diekinsrige nahe bey einander Campireten”. Y. Rugova’ya atfen, a.g.m., s. 236-237.
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Hristiyan Kutsal ittifak koalisyonuna bagli ordularin genislemesi yalnizca kuzey
bolgelerle sinirli kalmamis, ayni zamanda giliney sahalarda da etkisini goster-
mistir. Béylece, Eyliil 1690'da Himara ve cevresinden gelen Asi Arnavut savas-
cilar, Venedik, Papalik ve Malta kuvvetleriyle isbirligi kurarak Avlonya (Vlora)
disinda stratejik 6neme sahip Kanina Kalesini ele gecirmislerdir. S6z konusu
bolgeler, 1691 yilinin Mart ayina kadar koalisyonun kontroliinde kalmis, ardin-

dan yeniden Osmanli yonetimine ge¢mistir (Duka, 2009:383).

Habsburg-Osmanli Savaslari’'na (1683-1699) bizzat taniklik etmis ve II. Viyana
Muhasarasina katilmis olan Osmanl tarihgisi Sildhdar Findiklili Mehmed Aga
(6. 1726), kaleme aldig1 kroniginde bu cephelere 6nemli 6l¢iide yer vermektedir.
Onun aktardigina gore, Kutsal Ittifak’a bagli Hristiyan ordularinin ilerleyisiyle
birlikte, gayrimiislim ruhban sinifi (Ortodoks ve Katolik din adamlar1) Osmanh
yonetimine karst halki ayaklandirma faaliyetleri yiiriitmiistiir. Silahdar, Nis'in
yaklasik 10 000 kisiden olusan bir Avusturya ordusu (Avusturyalilar, Macarlar
ve yerli reayadan olusan) tarafindan ele gecirilmesinin ardindan General Vete-
rani’nin yerel beyler (prensler), din adamlari ve halkin geneline hitaben “Artik
Osmanli egemenligi sona ermis, bizim hiikiimranlik devrimiz baslamistir” sek-
linde bir mesaj ilettigini belirtmektedir (Mehmed Aga, 1982: 424-430). Bu ¢agr1
lizerine yerel halkin bir kism1 Osmanli yonetimine karsi isyan etmistir. Ayaklan-
maya katilmak istemeyenler ise esaret, siddet ve katliamlara maruz kalmaistir.
Halk destegini arkasina alan Avusturya kuvvetleri, kisa siirede stratejik 6neme
sahip sehir ve kaleleri ele gecirmistir. Bunlar arasinda: Ipek, Prizren, Kalkande-
len (Tetova), Istip, Pristine, Vilgiterin (Vushtrri), Yeni Pazar, Mitrovica, Uskiip,
Leskofca, Gacka, Valva, Uzice, Pojega, Yagodina, Plevne, Urgiip (Prokupye), Ku-
manova, Sehirkdy (Pirot), Alacahisar (Krusevac), ardindan Smedereva, Vidin,
Palanka, Hisarcik, Hasan Pasa, Kacanik, Kavali¢, Karagonca ve Uskiip’teki Egri-
dere. (Mehmed Aga, 1982: 424-430).

Sildhdar Findiklili Mehmed Aga’nin savas sirasinda Miisliiman niifusun 6nemli
bir kisminin giiniimiiz Kosova bolgesinden Serez, Selanik ve cevre bolgelere
goc ettigine dair ifadesi, Osmanli belgeleri ve Avusturyali askeri personelin

raporlariyla da dogrulanmaktadir. Ornegin, Piccolomini'nin 21 Ekim 1689 ta-
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rihli raporunda su ifadeler yer almaktadir: “Bosna’ya dogru uzanan vadiler ele
gecirildi. Secilmis, cesur ve kararli 200 adamla, diiz ve yiiksek daglarla cevrili
Kosova topraklarina geldim. Ulke, 6nceden Bosnaklar, Arnavutlar (Hristiyan-
lar) ve Tiirklerden (Arnavut ve diger Miisliimanlar) olusan bir niifusa sahipti
ancak korkudan kacmislardir. Koyler yakilmadi” (Rugova, 2024:219). Dénemin
Osmanli resmi kayitlarindan anlasilmaktadir ki, Kosova koyleri yakilmamais ol-
malarina ragmen, halk geri dondiiglinde vatanlarini harap halde bulmustur.
Nitekim 27 Mayis 1697 tarihli bir belgeden, Osmanl idaresinin yeniden tesis
edilmesinden sonraki ilk yillarda Pristine, Novobirda, Morava (bugiinkii Gilan
yoresi) ve Yanova-i Kadim (Janjeva) gibi kazalarin ileri gelenlerinin (ulema, su-
leha, imamlar, ayan vb.) Osmanli Divani'na arzuhaller gondermistir. S6z ko-
nusu ileri gelenler, Kutsal Ittifak ordularinin Kosova'y1 isgali sirasinda evlerini
terk ederek giivenli bolgelere sigindiklarini belirtmislerdir. Geri dondiiklerin-
de ise bolgeyi harap durumda bulduklari i¢in ekonomik durumlarinin biiyiik
olciide kotiilestigini ifade etmislerdir. Bu minvalde tahil ve diger gida madde-
lerini baska bodlgelerden temin etmek zorunda kaldiklarini dile getirerek dev-
letten yardim talebinde bulunmuslardir (BOA, AE, SAMD. II, 5/455.01). Benzer
bicimde, XVIII. yiizyilin baglarina ait bir sikayet kaydinda da Habsburg isgali
donemine atifta bulunularak Vilgiterine sancagi bolgesindeki degirmenlerin
cogu harap oldugu ve yaklasik kirk yil boyunca islevsiz kaldiklari belirtilmekte-
dir (BOA. A.DVN. S. SKT.d. 150).

Avusturya generallerinin yazismalarina gore, Imparator 1. Leopold'un ajan-
larinin Osmanl karsiti cepheye katilma ¢agrisi, Kosova ve cevresindeki Miis-
liiman ve gayrimiislim halk tarafindan Kutsal ittifak ordularina destek veril-
mesiyle karsilanmistir. S6z konusu raporlarindan, halkin Avusturya generali
Piccolomini ile ilk temas1 21 Ekim’den dnce gerceklestigini de ortaya ¢ikmak-
tadir. Kendisinin imparatora yazdigi mektupta, Arnavutlar (albanesern) ve
Ragkalilar® (Raiflen) tarafindan temas kuruldugu ve bunlarin imparatorluk
ordularina katilmaya istekli olduklar:1 belirtilmistir. Ancak, (asi Miisliiman)
Arnavutlarin is birligi konusunda bazi ¢ekinceleri oldugu ifade edilirken, Kel-

mendi (Clementiner) kabileli arnavutlar ile de bir konfederasyon (Confereda-

3 Ragkalilar, Ragka bélgesinden gelen sirp savas¢ilardir.
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tion) ad1 verilen bir is birligi kurma amaciyla davet gonderildigi bildirilmistir.
(Rugova, 2024:220).*

Bu minvalde, General Veterani Pristine’deki 5 000 asi Arnavud'un (Arnavut re-
bellati a Turchi) Piccolomini’ye baglilik yemini ettigini ve Piccolomini’nin Ko-
sova'daki Katolik kiliselerinde niifuzu bulunan Pjetér Bogdani 6nderligindeki 6
000 Arnavut tarafindan karsilandigini ifade etmektedir (Xhufi, 2023:141; Mal-
colm, 2020:140). Donemin Osmanli tarihcisi Silahdarin aktardigina gore, bu si-
ralarda 3 000 kadar asi Arnaviid Dukakin dagarindan inerek Ipek sehrini kontrol
altina almislardir. isyanlar Kumanova, Uskiip, Ohrid, Mirdita, Malési (Dukakin
ve Iskodra daglik bolgesi) gibi genis bir cografyaya yayilmistir. Bu arada, Kuma-
nova bolgesinde haydutluk faaliyetleriyle meshur olan Karpos da 3 000 kisiyle
birlikte (o sirada Mehmed Pasa 6nderligindeki sadece 500 asker tarafindan sa-
vunulan) Uskiip’e ve Istip’e saldirmistir. Karpos, Arnavut kacaniklilerin de deste-
gini alarak Uskiipiin ¢arsisini ve bazi mahallelerini atese vermis, ayrica halkin
arabalarla gectigi yollar1 da kapatmistir. Pasa (Mehmed Pasa) ile kagabilenler
Serez ve Sofya’ya siginirken, geri kalanlar kiligtan gegirilmis veya esir alinmigtir
(Mehmet Aga: 1928, 424-430). Piccolomini’in 9 Kasim 1689 tarihli askerl kam-
pindan génderdigi anonim bir raporda, Holstein Diikii'niin Istip’i ele gegirdigi
ve burada 2 000 Miisliimani siirgiin ettigi ve daha biiyiik bir kismini rehin aldig:
bildirilmektedir (Rugova:2024, 238).

Piccolomininin Kosovadaki askeri ve diplomatik basarilari, Avusturyanin
bolgeye yonelik stratejik planlarinin uygulanmasinda belirleyici rol oynamis-
tir. Kisa siire i¢inde Izvecan'dan Uskiipe kadar uzanan tiim Kosova cografyasi
lizerinde denetim saglamistir. Ancak onun 6liimiinden sonra, Kopriili haneda-
nindan Fazil Mustafa Pasa liderligindeki Osmanli ordusunun toparlanmasiyla
sahadaki durum degismistir. Fazl Mustafa Pasa, diisman cephelerinin basinda
Lorraine’li Charles Charls of Lorraine, Badenli Louis Louis of Baden, Prens Eugen

ve ardindan Tunanin kuzeyindeki Osmanli vilayetlerinin ¢ogunu fethetmeyi

4 “ich lasse hier Berschanzungen antegen, und fiir die zuriick-bleibende Truppe die néthige Subsistenz zusammen
bringen. Das Schlofs Swezay bey Mitrovif3, am Eingang von Servien in die Herzegowina, und Novibarbo am
Hamus sind noch vom Feinde besefst”, Yl Rugova’ya atfen, “Dokumente té Pikolominit pér fushatén
ushtarake habsburgase né Kosové (1689)”, Studime Historike, nr. 1, Tirané: 2024, s. 219.
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basaran Vendikli Francesko Morosini gibi yiiksek riitbeli generallerin bulunduk-
lar1 bir donemde sadrazamlik gorevine geldigi bilinmektedir. Bu generaller, Tu-
na'nin kuzeyindeki Osmanli eyaletlerinin biiyiik bir boliimiinii ele gecirmis ve
Bosna, Sirbistan, Kosova ve Arnavutluk topraklarinda Avusturya isgali devam
etmekteydi. Son olarak bu kuvvetler, asi arnavutlarla aktif is birligi icinde Us-

kiip'e kadar ilerlemislerdir (Creasy, 1856:83).

Yeni sadrazam, baslangicta diigmanla ittifak kurmus olan Hristiyan Osmanli
tebaasini dogrudan etkileyen kapsaml: bir mali sistem reformu gergeklestir-
mistir. Bu 6nlemler cercevesinde cizye vergisi i¢in yeni bir standart olustur-
mustur. Buna gore, vergi artik ekonomik giicline gore (ala: yiiksek, evsat: orta
ve edna: diisiik) tahsil edilecektir (Inalcik, 1993: 45-48). Ayni zamanda, Edir-
ne’de Sultan II. Stileyman ile sadrazamin baskanliginda toplanan Harp Mecli-
si tarafindan hazirlanan stratejik plan cergevesinde, Kirim Hani Selim Giray
ordusuyla birlikte Uskiip iizerinden Kosova'nin giineydogu bélgesine ilerle-
mistir. Her ne kadar 22 Aralik’ta Pristine’de toplanan Avusturyali generalle-
rin, Osmanli ordusuna karst koyma karart almis olsa da 30 Aralik’ta Osmanli
ordusunun Kacanik Bogazi'ni kusattig1 haberi gelmistir. Bu gelisme iizerine
Holstein, Albay Strasser’e 1.300 Avusturyali asker ve 1.500 Arnavut ile Raska-
lilardan olusan bir birlikle Prizren’e giderek, Picolomini'nin 500 askerden olu-
san birligine destek vermesi emrini vermistir (Malcolm, 2002:152). Osmanl
tarihgilerine gore, Serasker Koca Mahmud Pasa, Kirim Hani Selim Giray ile
birlikte Uskiip’ii aldiktan sonra Avusturya ordusunun Kacanik’te toplandigi
haberini almistir. Bunun iizerine Tatar ordusu ve 15.000 Arnavut askeriyle
birlikte Rumeli Beylerbeyi Halil Pasa ve Mustafa Pasanin yani sira Dukakin
Sancakbeyi (Mahmut Pasa) ile Avlonya Sancakbeyi (Cafer Pasa) Kacanik’i geri
alarak Pristine, Prizren ile Ipek yoniinde ilerlemeye baslamislardir (Kiilge,
1944:103-104). Bu gelismeler neticesinde Kosova, yeniden Osmanli hakimiyeti

altina girmistir.
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1691 senesinde Kosova’nin Yeninden Fethi ve
Redya-Devlet iliskileri

Osmanli-Avusturya Savasinin (1683-1699) sona ermesinin ardindan, Osmanl
yetkilileri ile Arnavut redya arasindaki iliskilerde 6nemli degisiklikler yasandig1
goriilmektedir. Bu degisiklikler, Pristine, Mitrovica, Ipek, Prizren ve Uskiip bol-
gelerinde yasayan halkin biiyiik bir kisminin Piccolomini komutasindaki Avus-
turya ordusuyla ittifak kurmasinin dogurdugu sonuclardan kaynaklanmaistir.
Dolayisiyla Osmanli yonetiminin yeniden kurulmasindan hemen sonra, devlet

isyancilara karsi cezalandirma siyasetine basvurdu.

Osmanl: yetkililerinin uyguladig: ceza siyaseti, diismanla is birligi yapan kisi-
lere ve kabilelere yonelmisti. Bu kapsamda, listenin basinda Pjetér Bogdani ve
Karpos yer almaktaydi. Pjetér Bogdani, Uskiip baspiskoposuydu ve Kosova'da
dogup biiyiidiigii icin otoritesi cemaatinin 6tesine yayilmistir. Nitekim kisa siire
icerisinde Osmanliya karst 20 000'den fazla savasciyr (hristiyan, Ortodoks ve
Miisliiman) toplamay1 basarmistir. Ayrica 6 Kasim 1689'da Piccolomini'yi Priz-
ren'de karsilamak icin gelen 6 000°den fazla asi Arnavutlara 6nderlik etmistir.
Uc giin sonra (9 Kasim) Piccolomini 6ldiigiinde de cenaze merasimi kendisi
tarafindan icra edilmistir. Bilindigi gibi, bir ay sonra Bogdani de vebaya yaka-
lanmasi tizerine, Holstein’in askeri doktorlar1 tarafindan tedavi edilmek {izere
Pristine’ye gonderilmistir (Malcolm, 2002:152). Katolik Kosova Arnavutlarinin
baspiskoposu olan Bogdani'nin bu faaliyetleri ve Avusturyalilarla bu kadar i¢ ice
olmasi, onu dénemin Osmanli makamlari nezdinde en 6nemli diisman figiirle-
rinden biri haline getirmistir. Her ne kadar kendisini sag olarak ele gecirmek
mimkiin olmamissa da (6 Aralik 1689'da vefat etmistir), Osmanli ordularinin
Pristine’ye doniislinlin ardindan, Avusturya birlikleri tarafindan Sultan Meh-
med Fatih Camii avlusunda 6zel bir merasimle defnedilen Bogdaninin naast
mezardan ¢ikarilarak sehrin sokaklarinda teshir edilmistir (Marquet, 1997: 509-

511).° Ote yandan, isyanci faaliyetleri Kacanik ve Istiple kadar uzanan Karpos

5 6 Aralik 1689'da, Pjetér Bogdani'nin yegeni Gjon Bogdani, veba salginindan etkilenen bu sehre gelen
Pjetér Bogdani'nin 6 Aralik’ta Pristine’de 6ldigini duyurdu. Raporda, Pjetér Bogdani'nin, kiliseye
doniusturilmiis olan Selatin Camisinin avlusuna biiyiik bir térenle defnedildigi belirtiliyor. “Giunto
in Prisctina fu con gran carita accolto da tutti li illustrissimi Conti e Capi di Guerra ove non piu di cinque
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ise Vezir Halil Pasa tarafindan canli olarak ele gegirilmis ve Vardar Kopriisii'nde
idam edilmistir (Uskiidari Abdullah Efendi, 2017: 210).

Avusturya-Osmanli savaglarinda taraf tutan iki diger din adami da III. Arseniye-
Carnoyevig ve Yanovali (Kosovanin Yanova-i kadim) papaz Don Tomé Raspasani
idi. Bu ikisi, Kutsal Ittifak ordusuyla birlikte Habsburg imparatorlugu toprakla-
rina kagmislardir. Ortodoks din adamai olan III. Arseniye, Avusturya ordusunun
Kosova'yi isgali sirasinda Karadag'da (Niksig ve Cetine) bulunmakta olup, Picco-
lomininin 6liimiinden birkag hafta sonra bolgeye geri donmdiistiir (Rizaj,1983:
93). 2 Ocak 1690'da Kacanik Muharebesi'nde Avusturya ordusunun yenilgiye ug-
ramasinin ardindan Arseniye, Avusturyalilarla birlikte Belgrad’a kagmais ve yaz
boyunca orada kalmstir. Y1l sonlarina dogru ise Macaristan topraklarinin kuze-
yine, Buda ile Komarom arasindaki bolgeye yerlesmistir. Arseniye’nin kaleme
aldig: ifadelerine gore, onunla giiniimiiz Sirbistan, Karadag, Makedonya, Bul-
garistan ve Kosova bolgelerinden yaklasik 30 000 kisi (Sirp, Arnavut, Bulgar, ro-
man vb. uyruklu bireyler) go¢ etmistir (Malcolm, 2020:295). Pjetér Bogdaninin
halefi olan Don Tomé Raspasani ise, “Piccolomini” adl: stivari birliginin bir kis-
mi1 ve Anton Znoriqi 6nderligindeki yerel milislerle birlikte, General Veteran'in
emriyle Yenipazar iizerinden Belgrada gecmis ve daha sonra Avusturya ordu-
suyla birlikte Imparator I. Leopold'un hakimiyetindeki topraklara yerlesmistir
(Rizaj,1983:93).

Osmanlt Devletinin Kosovadaki hakimiyetini yeniden tesis etmesiyle birlikte,
halka yonelik daha uzlasict bir siyaset izlenmeye baslanmistir. Bu kapsamda,
Mart 1690’1n sonlarindan itibaren Osmanli idaresi, Avusturya ordusuyla birlikte
bolgeyi terk eden halkina yonelik genel af politikasi uygulamaya baslamistir. Bu
affin sarti, silahlarin teslim edilmesi ve Sultan'dan af talebinde bulunulmasiydi.
Devlet tarafindan ilan edilen bu af, 6zellikle Srem bolgesine siginan kagak nii-
fusun geri doniisiinde etkili olmustur (Kati¢, 2015:2602). 1691 tarihli Osmanli

giorni giacque amalato alli 6 di decembre nellore matutine rese lanima al Signore munito di tutti lisantissimi
Sacramenti et assistito dal Reverendo Padre Francesco Xaverio Coffler, della Compagnia di Gesu e dalla maggior
parte del suo Clero fu deposito il suo cadavero nell'imperial Moschea di questo luoco, fatta novella Chiessa sotto
il titolo di San Francesco Xaverioi al destro contro dellaltar Maggiore con quella popmpa e lugubrita che ss poté
fare”.
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Divani kararlarina bakildiginda, kacaklarin biiylik cogunlugunun giiniimiiz Sir-
bistan’inin Pozarevac, Smederevo, Alacahisar (Krushevac), Nis, Salankamani,
Belgrad vb. bolgelerinden geldigi ve cogunlukla Srem’e yerlestirildigi gortilmek-
tedir (BOA. A.DVN.MHM.d. 100, hiikiim: 344, 387, 392, 400). 1689’da Mahmut-
beyoglu 6nderligindeki Osmanli ordusuyla birlikte bolgeden ayrilmak zorunda
kalan Kosova'nin Miisliiman halk ise, Osmanli idaresinin yeninden tesis edilme-
siyle anavatanlarina geri donmiistiir. Ancak dondiiklerinde, savasin ve yaklasik
bir yil siiren ¢atisma ortaminin yol actig: biiyiik bir yoksulluk ve giivensizlikle
kars1 karsiya kalmiglardir (Islami, 2022:583-590).

Sonu¢

Kosovanin Avusturya ordular: tarafindan isgali, 1683 yilinda Viyana'nin ikinci
kusatmasinin basarisizlikla sonuclanmasinin ardindan Hristiyan gliclerin Os-
manli Devleti'ne karsi ittifak halinde harekete ge¢melerinin bir sonucu olarak
gerceklesmistir. Avusturyali generallerin temel hedefi, Kosova'y: kontrol altina
alarak glinlimiiz bugiinkii Arnavutluk topraklarina kadar ilerlemekti. Bu saye-
de, halihazirda Venedik ordulari tarafindan ele gecirilmis olan bolgelerle birles-

meleri amacglanmaktaydi.

Imparator I. Leopold'un ordusu, en énemli destegi kendi mezhebine mensup
Arnavut Katolik din adami Pjetér Bogdani'den almistir. Bogdani, Avusturyali
generallere Kosova'da giiclii bir destek saglamis, gerek Miisliimanlardan (XVII.
yiizyila ait Osmanli tahrir defterleri ile Katolik papazlarin raporlarina gore Miis-
liimanlar Kosova niifusunun ¢cogunlugunu olusturmaktaydi), gerekse Hristiyan-
lardan (Katolik ve Ortodoks) olusan yaklasik 20 000 savasciy: harekete gecirmis-
tir. Avusturya ordusunun birkag giin i¢cinde hizla Uskiip’e kadar ilerlemesi, bu
dénemde Kutsal ittifak altinda birlesmis Hristiyan giiclere kars1 bircok cephede
savagmakta olan Osmanli ordusunun kirilgan bir durumda bulundugunu agik¢a

ortaya koymaktadir.

Buna karsilik, Fazil Mustafa Pasa'nin hem halk hem de ordu iizerinde dogrudan

etkili stratejileri, ekonomik ve siyasi krizlerle bogusan Osmanli ordusunun ye-
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niden toparlanmaya basladigini gosteren 6nemli isaretlerdir. Buna ek olarak,
General Piccolomini'nin Prizren'de 6liimii de Osmanli Devleti lehine olmustur.

Bu isgal sirasinda Kosova bolgesinde iki tiir go¢ hareketi yasanmaistir. Buna gore,
Avusturyalilarin Kosova yonelisinden hemen 6nce, Islamlasmis ahalin 6nemli
bir kismi, Dukakin Mutasarrift Mahmud Pasa ile birlikte giivenli bolgelere ¢ekil-
mistir. Osmanli ordularinin geri donmesinin ardindan ise Kosova'daki Hristiyan
niifusun (Ortodoks ve Katolik) bir béliimii, o ddnemde imparator I. Leopold’un
egemenligi altinda bulunan topraklara kacmistir. Dolayisiyla, Osmanli idaresi-
nin yeniden tesis edilmesinden sonra Kosovali Miisliman Arnavutlarin kendi
yurtlarina doniisi, glivenlik baglaminda degerlendirilmelidir. Bu olay1 yeni bir
iskan hareketiyle iliskilendirmek i¢in herhangi bir ilmi dayanak bulunmamak-
tadir. Nitekim XVII. yiizyilin sonu ile XVIII. yiizyilin ilk yarisina ait Rumeli Ah-
kami ve sikayet defter bilgileri bunu dogrulamaktadir. Ayn1 sekilde, III. Arse-
niye Carnoyevic ile Tomé Raspasani’nin Avusturya hakimiyetindeki topraklara

kacis1 da giivenlik perspektifi {izerinden ele alinmalidir.

Avusturyalilarla ayni inanci paylasan ve XVII. ylizyilda isgalci giice destek ve-
ren nadir Arnavut sahsiyetlerden biri olan Pjetér Bogdani, Osmanlilarin bélge-
ye geri doniislinden 0nce vebadan hayatini kaybetmistir. Karpos'un idami ve
Bogdani'nin cenazesinin mezardan cikarilarak Pristine sokaklarina atilmasi,
Osmanli yonetiminin diismanla is birligi yapan isyancilara kars: uyguladigi bir
ceza ve ayni zamanda bolge halkina verilen bir uyar1 mesaji1 niteligindeydi.

Osmanli idaresi, Mart 1691'den itibaren silahli kisilerin af talebinde bulunma-
lar1 ve silahlarini teslim etmeleri sartiyla genel af ilan etmistir. Bu uygulama,
Osmanli merkezi yonetiminin sorumlulugu yalnizca Pjetér Bogdani, Karpos ve
Raspasani gibi isyanin 6nde gelen liderlerine yiikledigini gostermektedir. III.
Arsenije Carnoyevi¢'in ise isyana aktif bicimde katildig1 s6ylenemez. Zira Koso-
va’nin isgali siirecinde belirleyici rol oynayan General Piccolomini ile herhangi

bir goriisme gergeklestirdigine dair somut bir kanit bulunmamaktadir.
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Extended Abstract

The Austrian Armies Occupation of
Kosovo (1689-1691) and the Reaction of
the Local Population

Agron Islami

Introduction

The occupation of Kosovo by the Austrian armies, part of the Holy League, cons-
titutes an important chapter for the history of Kosovo and beyond. All the more
so since the debate on this event is ongoing between Serbian and Albanian his-
toriography. This debate, which gained momentum during the period of growth
of Serbian nationalism (19th century), is based on the displacement of the local
population during the period in question and with the tendency to promote the
narrative of a depopulation of only Serbs from Kosovo during the return of the
Ottoman army to these parts (1690-1691). According to this, a part of the Serbs
of Kosovo (where an exaggerated number is given) withdrew together with the

Austrian army and then this region was populated with Albanians. As a result of
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this thesis supported by the Serbian monarchy in the 1940s, an anti-Kosovar-Al-
banian literature was created. One of the most prominent figures, is the Serbian

geographer Jovan Cviji¢ (died 1927).

Part of this narrative are also the political events and historical figures of the
late 17th century, with the greatest focus on the history of the Orthodox Church
and the personality of Arsenije III, Carnojevi¢ (1683-1706), who represented the
Orthodox clergy of the Patriarchate of Peja, which at that time was subordinate

to the Patriarchate of Istanbul.

Sources from the time of the Austro-Ottoman Wars (1683-1699), as well as of-
ficial documents, especially Ottoman, Austrian and Ragusan ones, provide
valuable information on the events of this period, including the alignment of
Albanians on the side of the Austrian army, then the escape of part of the po-
pulation from the Albanian territories that were part of this war, which inclu-
de the Kosovo Plain, Dukagjin and the areas of Skopje and Kumanovo. Serious
scholars from the Oxford school such as Noel Malcolm state that the majority
of Serbian historians base their studies on Serbian folk tradition, which in a
way aims to distort the written facts. The tendency of the latter aims to present
the territory of Kosovo as a space that until then (1689-90) was inhabited by a
Serbian majority and that was emptied during the return of the Ottoman armies
(1690). Thus, according to these claims, this phenomenon of migration became
the cause of demographic changes in favor of the “population” with Albanians.
At the same time, these claims contradict the official Ottoman documentation
and the reports of the servants (priests) of the Roman Catholic church in Peja,
Gjakova, Prizren, etc., compiled before the Ottoman-Austrian war, which reveal
data of scientific interest for verifying the demographic situation of the popula-
tion of Kosovo during the first half of the 16th century, where it is clearly seen
that the Islamization of the local Albanian population had gained momentum
and the number of non-Muslims (Catholic-Orthodox) in Kosovo during this time
appears to be symbolic. On this reality, the Archbishop of Tivat, Gjergj Bardhi
(Giorgio Bianchi), in February 1638 visited the area of Dukagjini and Prizren,

in his report he recorded that in Prizren there are 22 Catholic houses with 325
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souls, 34 Orthodox houses, 6 Albanian houses coming from Pulti and 3,000 Mus-
lim houses. Meanwhile, the reality of conversions in Peja (where the center of
the Orthodox patriarchate of Peja was also located) was even more pronounced.
Undoubtedly, these religious transformations from Christianity to Islam came
as a result of the conversion to Islam of the Dukagjin family, which was the ruler
of the Dukagjin plain. After the conversion, this family entered historiography
with the new name of Mahmudbegollaj (Mahmud Beyoglu). According to the
census data of 1485, 104 non-Muslim houses were registered in Peja. While in
1582 this number had fallen to 8 houses.

It should be noted that a small number of researchers of Serbian nationality
clearly confirm the tendency of Serbian nationalist historiography to increase
the numbers of fugitives from the territories of ancient Dardania in 1689-1690.
Among them is the historian Tatjana Katic, a scientific staff member of the
Institute of History in Belgrade, who in a recently published paper in Turkish
states that the number of 100,000 - 200,000 Serbs who fled during the years
1688-1690 is exaggerated “... miibalagli olarak biiyiik Sirp gociinde 100 000-200
000 kisinin bulundugu biciminde iddialar bulunmasina karsin, bizim gorisii-
miize gore 1688’den 1690’a kadar evlerini terk eden Sirplarin sayis: hakkinda-
ki tahmin 60.000-70.000 kisi civarindadir...” and according to her assumption,
this figure should be between 60,000 - 70,000 people (individuals). Although
researcher T. Katic, in the same work, also mentions the data from the work
Theatri Europaei Continuati, printed in 1696, on the number of fugitives in the
lands of the Austrian emperor, and that, as she says, this figure corresponds
to 20,000-30,000 people, she prefers to double this figure, as J. Tomi¢ had done
in 1913.

The occupation of Kosovo by Austrian forces occurred as a result of the allian-
ce of Christian powers against the Ottoman Empire following the failed second
siege of Vienna in 1683. The main objective of the Austrian generals was to gain
control of Kosovo and advance deeply into areas of present day Albania, thus,
joining the territories occupied by Venice, which was part of the Holy League.

During the occupation of the Kosovo region, the army of Emperor Leopold I,
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received its most significant support from Pjetér Bogdani (Pietro Bogdani), an
Albanian cleric who shared the (Catholic) faith of the emperor. Bogdani pro-
vided strong assistance to the Austrian generals in Kosovo, mobilizing over
20,000 fighters, both Muslims (according to 17th-century Ottoman tax registers
and reports from Catholic priests, Muslims constituted the majority of Kosovo’s
population) and Christians (Catholics and Orthodox). The rapid advance of the
Austrian army into Skopje within a few days clearly reveals the fragile state of
the Ottoman army, which was fighting on multiple fronts against the Christian

forces united under the Holy League at that time.

On the other hand, quick restitution of lands of the Ottoman territories in this
region is directly linked to the strategic decisions of the new Grand Vizier (Sad-
razam), Fazil Mustafa Pasha, which also affected the economic situation of Otto-
man subjects. Likewise, the death of General Piccolomini in Prizren, facilitated
the restoration of Ottoman rule in the Albanian territories, starting from Vlora,

Skopje, and throughout the Kosovo region.

During this occupation, two types of migrations occurred in the Kosovo region.
The first took place as the Austrian armies advanced toward Kosovo, when a consi-
derable portion of the Islamized population, together with the governor (mutasar-
rif) of Dukagjin, Mahmud Pasha, withdrew to safer areas. Meanwhile, following
the withdrawal of the Austrian forces, approximately 30,000 members of the Ch-
ristian population (Orthodox and Catholic) fled to territories that were then under
the rule of Emperor Leopold I. Therefore, the return of Kosovo’s Muslim Albanians
to their homeland after the re-establishment of Ottoman rule must be assessed
within the context of security. It is unscientific to link the return of the displaced to
repopulation or demographic change. These facts are reflected in the decrees and
registers of complaints of Rumelia (Rumeli Ahkam defterleri; sikdyet defterleri) from
the late 17th and early 18th centuries. Under the same circumstances, the flight of

Arsenie Carnojevié¢ and Tomé Raspasani should also be considered.

Considering the behavior of the Ottoman army toward Karposh (Karpos), whom

they executed in Skopje, and the fact that Bogdani’s body (who had died before
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the reoccupation of Kosovo by the Ottoman army) was exhumed and thrown into
the streets of Prishtina, it can be concluded that Bogdani would have suffered the
same fate as Karposh had he been captured alive. On the other hand, the procla-
mation of a general amnesty in March 1691 by the Ottoman administration for
its subjects who had collaborated with the enemy army indicates that the Subli-
me Porte held responsible only the main figures of the rebellion, such as Pjetér
Bogdani, Karposh, and Raspasani. Meanwhile, there is no evidence confirming
the active participation of Arsenije ITI Carnojevi¢ in the rebellion, as Bogdani and
Raspasani did, nor is there any proof of even a single meeting with the Austrian

general Piccolomini, who played a decisive role in the occupation of Kosovo.
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Abstract: The Holocaust, also known as the Shoah, was the tragic and devastating event of the genocide of
European Jews during World War II. Between 1941 and 1945, Nazi Germany and its collaborators systemat-
ically murdered some six million Jews across German-occupied Europe. The Jews and other racial minor-
ities were rounded up across Europe and slaughtered by the German Nazi regime. Little was done to save,
and rescue jews during that dark period, that is why the story of Albania, a small country in the Balkans, in
which the entire country protected the Jewish community is so remarkable. This article examines the res-
cue of Jews in Albania during the Second World War. The paper focuses on the Albanian moral code Besa,
emphasizing honor, hospitality, and the unconditional protection of guests. By using historical records and
survivor testimonies the study analyzes the ways in which Besa influenced everyday practices of sheltering,
identity concealment, and communal solidarity. The findings suggest that the Besa played a significant role
in enabling Albanian society to protect Jewish refugees, resulting in a rare historical outcome in which the
Jewish population in Albania increased during the Holocaust.
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Infroduction

Jewish presence existed in The Balkans and Albania since the second century
C.E. when Romaniote Jews immigrated to the north of the country. During the
Spanish Inquisition in the 15th century, the Turkish Sultan invited Jews to live
under Islamic rule in the Ottoman Empire, and this brought more Jews to Alba-
nia (Greble, 2010).

During the centuries the country had proved to be a haven for Jews, and before
the second world war there were two hundred Jews who dwelled in Albania.
According to the 1930 census, 24 Jews lived in Albania (Fischer,2024).

Following the Nazi rise to power in Germany, German and Austrian Jews found
refuge in Albania, and the Albanian embassy in Berlin continued to issue vi-
sas to Jews until the end of 1938, at a time when no other European country
was willing to do so. Most Albanian Jews lived primarily in the southern part
of the country. Albania was subject to Italian economic and political influence
during the interwar period. On the eve of6 World War II, 156 local Jews and an
additional 109 Jewish refugees from Europe resided there (Stafa-Shoshori.2019).
Between the years 1941-1945 Albania did not exist as a sovereign state but was

under Italian occupation and later German occupation.

At the Wannsee Conference, held on January 20, 1942, the Nazis estimated that
there were 200 Jews in the region (Greble, 2010). During the second world war

Albania was the only European country with a Muslim regime.

On March 25, 1939, Mussolini issued an ultimatum to Zog I, King of Albania,
demanding that he accept Italian military protection over Albania. When the
king refused to submit to the ultimatum, the Italians invaded Albania on April
7, 1939, and deposed him (Balle,2016).

Subsequently, the Italians re-established the Albanian state and transformed it

into a protectorate of the Kingdom of Italy (Krasniqi, 2018).
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Following the invasion of Yugoslavia in April 1941, the Jewish community in
Albania grew. Due to the relatively favorable conditions of Jews living under
Italian rule, Jews from neighboring countries under German occupation viewed
Albania as a place of refuge. Approximately 2,000 Jews fled to Albania and found
refuge there during the war years (Trost & David, 2022).

The local Albanian population strongly protected the Jewish refugees. Many of
them were transferred to ports on the Adriatic Sea, from which they could reach
Italy. Other Jews hid in remote mountain villages, and some joined resistance

movements throughout the country (Krasniqi, 2018).

In neighboring countries, the German occupation led to the almost com-
plete annihilation of Jewish communities. In Albania, the fate of the Jews
was different. A great many Albanians mobilized to rescue Jews (although, of
course, local bandits also murdered Jews and stole their property in several

instances).

The efforts of the Muslim community stood up the most, as they went to extreme
measures to save their Jewish neighbors from the German genocide (Krasniqji,
2018).

The “Besa,” the traditional code of honor, motivated many to view their commit-

ment to their neighbor’s safety as an unbreakable vow.

“Besa,” meaning “to keep a promise,” is considered an almost sacred ethical
code, and it contains a central component of unconditional hospitality: “The
Albanian’s house belongs to the guest and to God.” Albanian families who hid
Jews, at considerable risk, acted partly out of commitment to this code and

viewed rescue as an action required by their honor (Marashi, 2018).

Therefore, many Albanians chose to hide Jews in their homes and sometimes
also issued them forged identity documents with Muslim names. At this stage,

most Jews living in the country were refugees from other countries rather than
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Albanian-born Jews, and thus those in hiding also received traditional Albanian
clothing to better integrate into the local population. Jewish children continued
to attend schools under assumed names, while adults were hidden. Albania was
the only country under German rule during the war in which the number of

Jews increased (Krasniqi, 2018).

This article will argue that two main factors contributed to the rescuing of the
Jews in Albania during the holocaust: The lack of demonization of the Jews in

Albania, and the Albanian moral code of honor known as “Besa”.

The lack of Demonization and Dehumanization
in the state of Albania

Demonization is a pervasive phenomenon that has serious negative conse-

quences for individuals and societies (Hovhannisyan, 2022).

Demonization refers to a social and ongoing process of polarization in society
in which a group, or an idea, is portrayed as dangerous, evil, or immoral. De-
monization is based on processes that perpetuate social polarization in which
group members become more extreme in their beliefs and attuites towards oth-

ers while maintaining their group cohesion (Malaj,2022).

By portraying other groups or ideas as an existential threat, demonization can

mobilize public support to an aggressive action against them (Ghattas, 2023).

Demonization is one of the roots of modern antisemitism and was promoted by
the German Nazis regime using stereotypes, prejudice, and negative labeling of
the Jews throughout the 1930’s.

The Germans authorities used mass media and antisemitic propaganda that
tried to evoke hatred and fear towards the Jews that led to intolerance and dis-

crimination towards them (Jones, 2010).
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This process was also common at most of the Slavic countries in Europe (such
as Poland, Lithuania, and others) as a political toll used for centuries to delegit-
imize the Jews and to justify aggressive and violent acts toward Jews. Statisti-
cal evidence demonstrates the link between the demonization process and the
rates of violence in the Slavic countries and illustrates the horrific effect of the

dramatization phenomenon.

The rate of Jews slaughtered in Lithuania and Poland wad close to ninety per-
cent and Slovakia had an eighty three percent rate (Krasniqi, 2018). The Alba-
nian regime tried to promote mutual understanding and peaceful coexistence

between the three religious groups in the country to foster social harmony.

Researchers suggest that demonization process can lead to dehumanization. Dehu-
manization is the denial of full or partial humanity by certain human beings toward

other human beings, sometimes accompanied by associated abuse as a result.

In essence, it is viewing and treating other people as lacking the mental and
intellectual capacities attributed to human beings. According to this definition,
any act or thought that regards a person as “less than human” constitutes de-
humanization. Dehumanization is the foundation for many discriminations in

society. In extreme cases, it is one form of incitement to genocide.

Behaviorally, dehumanization can be understood as the opposite of anthropo-
morphism, which means attributing human characteristics to a plant or inani-
mate object. Dehumanization is therefore the denial of those characteristics or
reduction to abstraction. In almost every context, dehumanization comes hand
in hand with disruption of social norms. Often, dehumanization comes togeth-
er with public humiliation of victims, their use as tools for entertainment and

amusement, or incitement of the public against them through propaganda.

Albania had a long history of tolerance towards religious minorities. The major-
ity of this country’s Muslim lived in harmony with the Christian minority, and

there were no anti-Semitic laws or policies in place before the war.
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To underline the process in Albania prior to World War II, In 1934, U.S ambassa-

dor to Albania Herman Bernstein wrote:

There is no discrimination towards Jews in Albania because Albania is one
of the most unique countries in Europe, where there are no prejudices and
religious stereotypes. there is no hate in Albania, even though there are three

religions in the country. (Fink, 2014, p. 3)

The government of Albania made efforts to promote diversity and inclusion in
order to reduce the salience of group identity and promoted the idea of the bek-

tashism order in Albania, of shared identity of human beings.

The Albanian Moral Code

Morality is a complex concept that has intrigued researchers for centuries. Re-
search on morality, which began in the early 20th century, originated primarily
from the conception of morality that prevailed in Europe at that time, accompa-

nied by the strong influence of Kant’s moral philosophy.

This concept corresponded to the meaning of the term morality in common us-
age, according to which morality is a system of rules and principles concerned with
directing human behavior and regulating behavior in society, guiding individuals
regarding what is right to do, and especially what is wrong and forbidden to do. The
essence of morality according to this conception is ensuring the welfare and dignity

of human beings within the framework of a just and orderly society (Nissan, 2001).

Kohlberg (1981) defines an individual’s moral judgment as the element relat-
ing to how the person thinks they should behave (as opposed to the decision
concerning how they choose to actually behave). Different approaches address
moral development and moral behavior from different perspectives. This article
focuses on cognitive theory, which describes moral development schematically,

in stages whose order is preserved (Eylon, 1987).
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According to this approach, at each new developmental stage, the individual
undergoes changes in the structure of their perception and thinking, and with
these changes, moral development also occurs: as the individual learns to think
in a broader and more abstract manner, and less egocentrically, they become
more capable of observing processes and situations from different perspectives
and recognizing the thoughts and feelings of others as well. This recognition

develops and elevates the level of the individual’s moral judgment.

Kohlberg’s theory of moral judgment is related to and built upon Piaget’s theory
of cognitive development (cited in Solberg, 1996).

According to this theory, at each new developmental stage, the individual un-

dergoes changes in the structure of their perception and thinking.

Kohlberg (1981) divided the process of moral development into three stages,
each of which is subdivided into two, both revolving around two axes: the ability

to understand norms and the degree of autonomy of the moral system.

The Pre-conventional Stage (up to age 9): At this stage, the individual has
difficulty developing concepts systematically and understanding cause-and-
effect relationships. Therefore, the individual is characterized by an absence
of moral norms. The individual at this stage is egocentric and perceives reality
as directed toward their needs. They obey norms out of fear of punishment
or expectation of reward. The individual is not autonomous and is subject to
the control of their impulses, with supervision of their behavior coming from
outside. In the first phase, thinking is egocentric. The individual does not con-
sider the desires of others and does not recognize that they differ from their
own. Actions are perceived as physical processes rather than as representing
someone’s interests. The goal: to avoid punishment and to avoid the power of
those in authority. In the second phase, the child will act in a manner that sat-
isfies their own needs and desires. The motivation for action is to serve their

own needs.
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The Conventional Stage (characterizes most adolescents and adults): At this
stage, the individual is capable of developing concepts and understanding
cause and effect. Additionally, at this stage, there exists the ability to relate
to moral norms. However, the relationship to norms is rigid and absolute. At
this stage as well, the individual is not autonomous in their moral behavior,
despite having already acquired the ability to identify and the ability to inter-
nalize. The source of obedience to laws is rooted in social conformity. In the
first phase, the individual attempts to fulfill the expectations of those close
to them or general expectations from people in similar roles. The motivation
for behavior is to be a “good person” in the eyes of others and in one’s own
eyes. There is a desire in the individual to preserve laws that support behavior
considered good. In the second phase, a person fulfills their duties, those with
which they agree. The motivation: to preserve the laws of society. The individ-
ual at this stage is capable of adopting the perspective of society that enacts

the laws.

The Post-conventional Stage (achieved only by a small number of adults): At
this stage, the individual is capable of abstract thinking, perceives reality in a
relative manner, and is capable of taking into account additional possibilities
beyond the possibility represented in immediate reality. They understand and
accept society’s laws, but this acceptance is based on understanding the general
moral principles underlying the formulation of laws. A person at this stage will
judge according to principle and not according to convention. In the first phase,
the perspective is that of a person who rationally views the values and rights
underlying social contracts. The motivation is a sense of commitment to law,
due to social commitment to obey the law, in order to achieve welfare for all
and the realization of their rights. The person is aware that people have a wide
range of values and that there is a hierarchy among them (values and rights
such as freedom and life have priority). In the second phase, there is already a
deep understanding of the nature of morality and humanity. The motivation for
behavior is rationality and belief in the validity of universal moral laws and a
sense of personal commitment to them. This is a stage where a person chooses,

for ethical reasons, certain principles. When the law violates these principles,
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the person will act contrary to the law (these are universal principles such as

equality among people, etc.).

Numerous studies (see, for example: Kurtz, Katz, and Dreyfuss, 1997) have
examined various factors that influence the development of moral judgment
among children and adolescents.

As mentioned, the difference among individuals is manifested in the rate of
moral judgment development. The rate of the individual’s development is great-
ly influenced by their environment. Moral activity exists when it has support in
the individual’s ideas, beliefs, and thoughts, and when the individual is involved

in the moral climate and practice (Adad, 1989).

Solberg (1996) argues that in order for a child to acquire a repertoire of behav-
iors and values that will make them a functioning member of society, there must
be some interaction between their developmental capacity and the socialization

agents of the culture.

Kohlberg (1981) speaks of the “moral climate” of a particular group that serves
as the basis for the development of its members. This involves providing guid-

ance by directing members’ attention to relevant aspects.

Studies (for example: Adad, 1989) have shown that most criminals are at the sec-
ond stage of morality according to Kohlberg. At this stage, it is easier to violate
the law because the person thinks that the consequences of their actions will
affect only themselves, in contrast to people at Kohlberg’s third level of morality,
where there is a central emphasis on loyalty to the reference group and on the

need to meet others’ expectations (Solberg, 1996).

Cognitive theory links the development of moral judgment to the moral climate
in which the person lives. This climate is influenced by those surrounding them:
family and friends. A higher degree of justice in the environment encourages
development to a higher level of sense of justice and thereby contributes to the

prevention of delinquency (Eylon, 1987).
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Moshe Adad (1989) argues that moral behavior is influenced by conscious and
unconscious factors. Regarding the conscious domain, there are various tech-
niques through which the individual’s behavior is directed. The overt behavior
of the person, in his view, can be influenced by personal and social reinforce-
ments. However, the influence of such reinforcements is usually short-term,
and external or internal factors may extinguish them. The process that gener-
ates moral behavior must be accompanied by internal internalization of nor-
mative systems. Therefore, it must be accompanied, among other things, by
appropriate development of moral thinking and judgment, which are essential
for the internalization of these systems. People with a high moral level will be-
have morally. In Piaget’s view, the individual’s encounter with society may in-
clude various conflicts that will require reorganization and adaptation to reality.
Therefore, interaction with others is of great importance regarding the develop-
ment of moral judgment. It has been found, for example, that receiving “advice”
from a person with higher moral judgment than oneself is more effective and

provides greater change (Walker, 1999).

Additional researchers (see for example: Hertz-Lazarowitz, Sharan, and Tal, 1983)
argue that the primary stimulus for critical thinking about the individual’s own
moral positions is found in encounters with others who think differently, and in
the experiences of conflicts between the individual’s viewpoint and that of the
other, within a context of trust and affection. It has also been found that parents in
particular, and the environment in which the child grows in general, have a signif-
icant influence on their moral development. Hostile social situations (such as, for
example: inconsistent responses to actions by authority figures, lack of harmony

and agreement between parents) inhibit moral development (Walker, 1999).

Avni (1982) argues that moral judgment is influenced by the degree of justice
characterizing the individual’s environment. A higher degree of justice in the
environment encourages development to a higher level of sense of justice and
therefore contributes to the prevention of delinquency. Braithwaite (1989) ar-
gues that in order for adolescents to internalize moral laws, they must live in an

environment with an “educational” moral climate.
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When the environment in which the youth grow instills shame on a person who
deviates from the straight path, the individual learns not only what is permitted
and what is forbidden but also learns to develop their own internal supervision.
Piaget (cited in Solberg, 1996) emphasized that children internalize material
primarily through experiential experience. However, an environment with a
moral climate is not sufficient to raise children who will internalize moral val-
ues. There is a need, according to Bouvert (1988, cited in Wolf, 1997), for a good

relationship between children and the adults who educate them.

Reception of messages that help shape morality among children and adolescents
is possible primarily from socialization agents whom they both fear and respect.
In order to create an environment for the reception and internalization of norms,
the youth must receive messages from a parent, sibling, teacher, or coach who

represents authority to them, yet toward whom they feel affection and love.

These two conditions of fear and respect are necessary for paving the way for
the reception of messages conveyed to the youth. According to Bouvert (1988,

cited in Wolf, 1997), a youth will not listen to an adult they do not respect.

Additional researchers (for example: Hoffman, 1979) explain that in order to help
youth internalize moral laws, one must explain to them what the destructive con-
sequences of their behavior are and how they may harm others. Additionally, the

guiding figure should use expressions of affection toward adolescents.

Bull’s (1987) theory speaks of four main stages in moral development: Anomie
(pre-morality) - The sole criterion of judgment is hedonistic: the sole motiva-

tion is avoidance of punishment and suffering.

Heteronomy (external morality) - Guidance for behavior is provided by vari-
ous authorities, and supervision is maintained through the threat of rewards
and punishments. There is learning and development of the system for self-re-

straint and self-supervision, but morality is still imposed at this stage. Moral
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judgment is anticipation of behavioral consequences, of reward and punish-

ment.

Socionomy (internalized external morality) - Morality becomes an integral
part of personality; supervision and restraint are carried out through social

praise and condemnation, not through material rewards and punishments.

Autonomy (internal morality) - Moral ideas arising from the individual them-
selves, and supervision arising from their own self-criticism. A moral code is
formed that directs the individual in their behavior independently of society or

environment.

The Honor of The Besa

During the second world war Albania was home to a population of 803,000

people.

Albania had a small Jewish population, mostly concentrated in the capital city
of Tirana (Marashi, 2018). It is estimated that about six hundred to eighteen
hundred migrated Jews were in Albania before the German occupation (Trost
& David, 2022).

Throughout the 1930s, Jews fleeing from Germany, Austria, and Yugoslavia
found refuge in the country. Due to Albania’s liberal visa application process, in
hope to find haven and continue to Israel or other countries of shelter. During
the second world war Albania was invaded and occupied by Italy in 1939. The
Italians, under the leadership of Fascist dictator Benito Mussolini, enforced an-

ti-Semitic policies in Albania (Gurakuqji, 2013).

The people of Albania did not only protect the Jewish citizens of Albania, but
they also provided sanctuary to the Jewish refugees who fled the war and found
themselves faced with the risk of deportation to concentration camps. The Al-

banian government issued a decree in 1938 that granted Albanian citizenship to
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all Jewish refugees who arrived in the country. This was a crucial measure that

saved many Jewish lives during the war (Malaj,2022).

After the Nazi occupation in 1943, the Albanian population, in a remarkable act,
refused to aid the Germans and refused to turn over lists of Jews residing within
the country’s borders, reassuring the Jews that they would protect in their coun-
try (Fink, 2014).

Furthermore, various governmental agencies gave Jewish families false docu-
mentation that allowed them to mix among the population. Muslim Albanians
played a significant role in sheltering and protecting their Jewish neighbors.
The Albanian resistance helped Jews escape from the Nazis and aided in their
transport to safety in other countries. The extraordinary act of savior in Albania
can be traced to the phrase: “Besa”—an Albanian moral code of honor (Cohen,
2016). The “Besa” is regarded as the topmost ethical and holy code of behavior
in the country. The meaning of the word means literally “keeping a promise”—
individual who acts according to the code of the “Besa” keeps their word and
will protect you and your family life—it is a guarantee of trust. The assistance
provided to the Jews should be understood as a matter of an Albanian national
moral honor (Fein, 2008). The people of Albania went to tremendous efforts to
provide help and, seemed like they were competing, for the privilege of sup-
porting and assisting the Jews. One can argue that those acts of grace originated
from the main principles of the bektashism order of Islam, an Islamic Sufi order
originating in the 13th-century, which most of the Muslim community of Alba-
nia followed (Mais, 1986). The order merits act of kindness towards all human

beings and believes in the value of: “love thy brother”.

The “Besa” is based on those principles, as it values acts of compassion and
desires to help those in need, even if they belong to a different origin and faith.
In conclusion, the “Besa” is based upon faithfulness toward one’s word in the
form of loyalty or as an allegiance guarantee. It is an obligation and solidarity
when conducting oneself with others and secrecy in relation to outsiders (Mar-
ashi, 2018).
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Conclusion

The study contributes to Holocaust and Balkan studies by emphasizing the im-
portance of culturally embedded moral frameworks in understanding patterns
of rescue and solidarity under conditions of occupation and extreme violence.
The Holocaust was the biggest act of genocide in the 20th century. It resulted in
the extermination of six million Jews and other minorities across Europe by the
Nazi regime left an indelible mark on humanity (Jones, 2010). While most of Eu-
rope was complicit in the genocide of the Jews, the rescue of the Albanian Jews
was an extraordinary display of human decency, courage, and selflessness in
times of crisis (Krasniqi, 2018). After the occupation of Albania in 1943, German
forces began operating to exterminate all Jews living in Albania and in annexed
areas, including western Macedonia. Italian occupation in western Macedonia,
which had not been harmed under Italian occupation, was marked as a target,
and groups of Jews immediately began to be sent to extermination camps, and
their property was plundered. The Germans demanded that Albanian authori-
ties provide them with lists of Jews for deportation, but local authorities evaded
compliance and even provided forged documents to Jewish families. The Ger-
mans made considerable effort to demonstrate that Albania was an independent
state, for reasons of propaganda and pragmatism (as their military situation was
difficult and they required genuine cooperation), and consequently refrained
from exercising extensive coercion in the country. As a result, Jews in Albania
continued to be protected through the population’s efforts and the deliberate
turning of a blind eye by the administration. Thus, for example, the SS conduct-

ed almost no search and deportation operations.

On November 28, 1944, the communist forces of Enver Hoxha took control of
Albania within its original borders. According to estimates, there were 1,800
Jews in Albania at the end of the war, seven times the number of Jews who lived
there in 1939. After the refugees, especially from Yugoslavia, returned home, 157
Jews remained in September 1946, almost exactly the pre-war number (in reality,
their number was even larger, as many had converted to Islam and Christianity

to survive and therefore did not appear on the lists). The purpose of German
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rule in the region was primarily strategic—the attempt to prevent British free-
dom of action in the area. To this must be added the geographical conditions
and outdated infrastructure, the numerical scarcity of Jews, and the difficulty of
locating some of them in the mountainous topographical terrain of Albania and
in remote villages. Albania story stands out as a unique case of rescue, where the
Albanian government and people, Muslims and Christian alike, risked their own
lives to protect and rescue Jews from the Nazi persecution (Savich, 2002). This
paper aimed to explore the reasons behind this altruistic act. Kohlberg’s theory
has significant implications for moral education and codes such as the “Besa”.
One can argue that the people of Albania who followed their moral compass and
were guided by the honor code known as “Besa” are in the postconventional level
of morality. Kohlberg’s model highlights the importance of fostering an environ-
ment that encourages ethical reasoning. The theory also emphasizes the impor-
tance of cultural and social norms in shaping moral judgment. The “Besa” and
the lack of demonization in Albania were the main reasons why Albania, which
was the only European country with most Muslims, achieved what no other
country in Europe did (Cohen, 2016). The findings suggest that religious doctrine
alone cannot explain this phenomenon; rather, Besa operated as a shared cultur-
al framework that unified different religious communities (Malaj,2022). Almost
all the Jews within the Albania borders, refugees, or of Albanian origin alike,
who dwelled in the country during the Nazi occupation, were saved. Unlike many
European contexts where rescuers were isolated individuals, Albania rescue be-
havior was widely accepted and often supported by local communities, reducing
the likelihood of denunciation and collaboration (Malaj,2022).

Remarkably, Albania was the country in Europe that had more Jews at the end
of the war than beforehand (Marashi, 2018). The reason so little is known about
Albania’s unique role during the Holocaust has a lot to do with the country’s
post-war history. Once the war was over, Albania fell under communist control
and spent the next half-century behind the Iron Curtain (Fink, 2014). The full
picture of the Jewish rescue was revealed only in the early 1990s, after the col-

lapse of communist Albania.
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“Yad Vashem”, the Israeli national Holocaust memorial museum. began inves-
tigating stories of the rescue of Jews by Albanians, and in 2009, a ceremony was
held at the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York where descendants of Alba-
nian rescuers and surviving Jews spoke. Albania’s ambassador to the UN, Ferit
Hoxha, stated that the rescue story proves that “even though we were under one
of the most rigid communist regimes, the Albanian people are noble and capa-
ble of acting as courageously as anyone else in Europe.” The Albanian people
act of bravery and heroism have been recognized by the state of Israel, and “Yad
Vashem” had bestowed the honor of “Righteous Among the Nations” to 75 Alba-
nians for their role in rescuing Jews during the Holocaust (Gurakugqi, 2013). The
rescuing of the Albanian Jews during the holocaust is an example of the power

of human kindness and solidarity.

Albania demonstrated that, despite the horrors of war and the atrocities com-
mitted by the Germans, it is possible to unite and protect innocent lives. The
story is a reminder that, even in the heartless and cruelest of times, there can

always be hope for morality to triumph over darkness.
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Abstract: This paper examines how Albanian political leaders discursively construct European integration as
a process of identity formation, legitimacy, and political belonging. Since the early 2000s, Albania’s aspiration
to join the European Union (EU) has functioned not only as a policy objective but also as a central element
of national self-representation. At the highest levels of state authority, discourse on European integration
performs a symbolic reorientation from historically grounded political identities toward a contemporary Eu-
ropean normative framework. Drawing on Speech Act Theory and Critical Discourse Analysis, this study ex-
amines an extensive corpus of public speeches delivered by Prime Minister Edi Rama from September 2013
to the present, with particular emphasis on the period 2019-2025. The corpus is supplemented by selected
speeches by senior ministers directly involved in the European integration process: Olta Xhacka, Minister for
Europe and Foreign Affairs (January 2021-September 2023); Igli Hasani, Minister for Europe and Foreign Af-
fairs (September 2023-September 2025); and Taulant Balla, Minister of Internal Affairs (July 2023-July 2024).

Adopting a diachronic, identity-oriented perspective, the analysis investigates how illocutionary acts func-
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tion as discursive resources in the evolving construction of Albania’s European identity over time. The find-
ings identify four interrelated performative functions—commitment, legitimation, mobilization, and iden-
tification—realized through commissive, assertive, directive, expressive, and declarative acts. These speech
acts not only articulate policy positions but also enact Europe as a cultural, moral, and political point of be-
longing. While performative discourse sustains institutional credibility and collective belief in the European
project, its success ultimately depends on material reform and political delivery. The study demonstrates that
Albania’s European integration is simultaneously a political process and a discursive performance of identity,
highlighting the constitutive role of elite political language in contexts of EU enlargement.

Keywords: Albanian political discourse, European integration, performativity, political identity, speech acts

Introduction

Since the early 2000s, Albania’s pursuit of European Union (EU) membership
has constituted one of the most powerful organizing narratives of its political
life. More than a policy objective or diplomatic strategy, European integration
has become a discursive framework through which political actors negotiate na-
tional identity, legitimacy, and cultural orientation. Statements articulated at
the highest levels of state authority—by prime ministers and senior ministers—
do not merely reflect political positions; they performatively shape collective
understandings of who Albanians are, who they aspire to become, and where

the nation belongs.

From a critical discourse perspective, such authoritative statements acquire
particular symbolic force. They signal a broader cultural shift from historically
grounded political norms toward contemporary European value systems, posi-
tioning Europe as both a moral horizon and an identity anchor. This study there-
fore approaches European integration discourse not simply as political commu-
nication, but as a site of identity construction, where historical narratives of

transition intersect with contemporary performances of belonging.

To capture this transformation, the analysis adopts a comparative diachron-
ic perspective, examining how discursive strategies evolve over time and how

contemporary European identity is articulated in relation to earlier political
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imaginaries. By focusing on the performative dimension of political language,
the study demonstrates that Albania’s path toward Europe is enacted not only
through reforms and negotiations, but also through repeated linguistic perfor-

mances that normalize Europe as the nation’s political and cultural home.

The study of political communication in the context of EU enlargement increasingly
recognizes that discourse does more than reflect policy—it helps to construct it. As
Diez (1999) argued in Speaking “Europe”, the European project itself can be under-
stood as a “discursive formation” through which political actors define identities,
hierarchies, and norms. Within this framework, speech act theory—originating
from the works of Austin (1962) and John Searle (1969) —offers valuable conceptual
tools for analyzing how utterances in political speeches do things: they commit,
promise, persuade, legitimate, and identify. By examining what politicians perform
through speech, rather than merely what they say, we can uncover how the dis-

course on European integration in Albania enacts the process it describes.

In Albania, political discourse on EU integration frequently alternates among
commitment (e.g., “We will complete all reforms required for membership”),
assertion (e.g., “Albania has achieved significant progress on the rule of law”),
and expression (e.g., “Europe is our natural family”). Each of these utteranc-
es represents a distinct illocutionary act, serving not only to convey meaning
but also to fulfill specific social and political functions. Leaders use promises to
demonstrate credibility to both domestic and EU audiences. Assertions serve to
legitimize policy outcomes and reform narratives, while expressive and declar-
ative acts symbolically construct Albania’s European identity. Collectively, these
speech acts perform integration by enacting belonging and progress through lan-
guage, even when material integration remains incomplete.

Despite the significance of such discourse, few studies have systematically ap-
plied speech act theory to Albanian political speeches on European integration.
Existing analyses of political communication in the Western Balkans tend to
focus on media framing, populism, or policy compliance, often overlooking the
performative dimension of political language. This paper seeks to address this

gap by examining how Albanian political leaders use speech acts to articulate,
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legitimize, and enact the European integration process. Drawing on a qualita-
tive discourse analysis of selected speeches delivered between 2019 and 2025—
including parliamentary statements, ministerial addresses, and official remarks
at EU-Albania Stabilization and Association meetings—the study investigates
how different types of illocutionary acts contribute to the construction of Alba-

nia’s European narrative.

The paper argues that the four main functions of speech acts in the discourse of

European integration serve:

1. Commitment - signaling intent and responsibility toward EU ac-
cession;

2. Legitimation - affirming progress and aligning national reforms
with European norms;

3. Mobilization - calling institutions and citizens to collective action;
and

4. Identification - expressing belonging to Europe as a shared cultur-

al and political space.

By analyzing these functions, the paper demonstrates that the European inte-
gration process in Albania is not only institutional and technocratic but also
profoundly discursive and performative. Understanding this linguistic dimen-
sion provides fresh insight into how political actors construct credibility, identi-

ty, and legitimacy within the broader context of EU enlargement.

Following the introductory section, Sections 2 and 3 present the theoretical
framework, outlining the core principles of Speech Act Theory and Political
Discourse Analysis, with particular attention to Albanian political discourse on
European integration. Section 5 presents the analysis and interpretation of the
corpus, identifying and examining the main speech acts employed by political
actors in the Albanian context. Section 6 concludes by summarizing the main

findings.
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Speech Act Theory and Political Discourse

Speech act theory, first articulated by J. L. Austin in (How to do things with
words, 1962) and later refined by John Searle (1969), provides a foundational
framework for understanding language as a way of action rather than mere de-
scription. According to Austin, every utterance performs three levels of action:
the locutionary act (the act of saying something), the illocutionary act (the act
performed in saying something, such as promising, warning, or declaring), and
the perlocutionary act (the effect achieved by saying something, such as persuad-
ing or inspiring). Searle (1976) further classified illocutionary acts into five cate-
gories—assertives, directives, commissives, expressives, and declarations—each

defined by its particular social function and the speaker’s intention.

The applicability of speech act theory to political discourse has been widely rec-
ognized in linguistic and communication studies. Political language does not
simply describe the world; it attempts to change it. As Chilton and Schéffner
(2002) note, political discourse is inherently strategic, aiming to perform acts
such as legitimizing authority, persuading audiences, or mobilizing support.
Through promises, declarations, and commitments, political actors construct
relationships of trust, credibility, and obligation. For instance, when a govern-
ment official declares, “we will complete all reforms necessary for EU mem-
bership,” the utterance operates as a commissive speech act, as it commits the

speaker—and, by extension, the state—to a specific future course of action.

Research on the pragmatics of political speeches underscores the centrality
of performativity. Dylgjeri (2017) argues that Albanian political communica-
tion frequently relies on performative acts—particularly commitments and
declarations—to create impressions of progress and accountability. Similarly,
Arsith (2015) and (Bourdieu, 1991) highlight how political leaders use illocu-
tionary acts to assert authority and define social realities, suggesting that the
success of such acts depends not only on linguistic form but also on contextu-
al factors such as the speaker’s institutional power and the audience’s expec-

tations. These insights align with Austin’s notion of felicity conditions—the
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contextual circumstances that enable a speech act to “succeed” or be recog-

nized as valid.

In this framework, political speeches can be seen as sites of performative power.
Declarations of reform, promises of transparency, or assertions of progress are
not simply statements of fact; they are linguistic moves that attempt to make those
facts real through public commitment. By focusing on the illocutionary and perlo-
cutionary dimensions of political utterances, scholars can uncover how language

contributes to the construction of legitimacy, authority, and political reality itself.

European Integration Discourse and
the Albanian Context

The discursive dimension of European integration has long been an object of
scholarly inquiry. Studies of EU communication have shown that the process
of integration is not purely institutional or policy-driven but also discursively
constructed (Wodak & Weiss, 2008; Diez, 1999). The idea of “Europe” is continu-
ally reproduced through political speech, media narratives, and symbolic acts.
As Diez (1999) famously argued, European integration discourse functions as a
“system of meaning” through which political actors define belonging, moderni-
ty, and progress. In this sense, talking about Europe is itself an act of performing

Europe.

In the Western Balkans—especially in Albania—the discourse on European in-
tegration performs a dual function: it projects an image of modernity and le-
gitimacy to international audiences while simultaneously nurturing hope and a
sense of collective identity among domestic publics. As noted in Elbasani (2013)
and Bieber (2020), the rhetoric of Europeanization in the region frequently oper-
ates as an instrument of both external signaling and internal legitimation. By
invoking EU values—rule of law, democracy, good governance—political leaders
present themselves as aligned with European norms and thereby deserving of
accession. This rhetorical alignment can be seen as a speech act of assertive

legitimation: affirming belonging to the European project through discourse.
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In Albania specifically, the discourse of European integration has evolved from
a post-communist aspiration into a central political narrative. As Xhaferaj et
alt., (2025) demonstrate, political speeches in Albania frequently deploy “Eu-
ropean” references as markers of national identity and collective destiny. Ex-
pressions such as “the sun rises in the West” or “our home is Europe” exemplify
what these authors term populist markers of European belonging—linguistic devic-
es that blend national pride with supranational aspiration. Such utterances per-
form expressive and declarative acts that linguistically “place” Albania within

Europe, regardless of the actual status of accession negotiations.

Moreover, the EU-Albania Stabilization and Association process has institu-
tionalized a discursive arena where political speech acts simultaneously fulfill
diplomatic and symbolic functions. When Albanian ministers speak at EU-Al-
bania committee meetings, they engage in a form of institutional performativ-
ity: each pledge to reform and each declaration of progress becomes a discur-
sive enactment of readiness and reliability. This dynamic reflects what Wodak
(2020) terms the politics of performative Europeanization—a process through
which political actors perform European identity through language even be-

fore it is fully realized through formal membership.

Despite a growing body of literature on political discourse in the Balkans, there
remains a notable gap in scholarship directly connecting speech act theory to
the discursive practices of European Integration in Albania. Most existing stud-
ies focus either on political rhetoric broadly (Dylgjeri, 2017) or on the symbolic
politics of Europeanization (Elbasani, 2013), without systematically analyzing
how specific illocutionary acts—commitments, assertions, requests, and decla-

rations—function in Albanian integration speeches.

In addition to these broader strands of research, recent investigations in the
Albanian context help situate political speech within wider public and histor-
ical discourses on EU integration. Idrizi (2025) examines how Albanian audio-

visual media frame the EU accession process, highlighting the communicative
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strategies that shape public understanding of integration. Nexhipi and Nex-
hipi (2019) provide an analytical overview of Albania’s political engagement
with the EU, emphasizing the interaction between political reforms and inte-
gration narratives. Venxha (2024) offers a historical perspective on Albania’s
trajectory toward EU membership, grounding contemporary discourse within
longer-term political developments. Although these works vary in method and
focus, they collectively contribute valuable comparative context to the present
analysis and underscore the multifaceted nature of EU integration discourse

in Albania.

This study therefore, positions itself at the intersection of pragmatics, political
communication, and European studies. By integrating insights from local Alba-
nian-language research, it situates elite speech acts within the broader societal
discourse, providing a comparative lens on how European integration is linguis-

tically and performatively constructed.
Methodology and data collection

This study employs a qualitative interpretivist approach, combining speech act
analysis with principles of critical discourse analysis (CDA) to explore how Al-
banian political leaders perform the process of European integration through

public speech.

The interpretivist approach is appropriate because it treats language not merely
as a communicative tool but as a form of social action (Austin, How to do things
with words, 1962; Searle J. R., 1969). Political discourse, particularly in contexts
of transformation and negotiation such as EU accession, is inherently perform-
ative: it shapes social realities by constructing legitimacy, identity, and political
commitment (Chilton & Schéffner, 2002; Fairclough, 1995). Methodologically,
performative speech acts are treated not only as pragmatic functions but also as
discursive resources for identity construction, allowing the analysis to capture

shifts from instrumental Europeanization to identity-based alignment.
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1. Adopting both an exploratory and explanatory approach, this
study aims to investigate and respond to the following research
questions:

2. How are speech acts employed to perform the discourse of Euro-

pean integration?

Why are these linguistic acts significant for understanding Albania’s political

alignment with the European project?

The study does not aim to provide a quantitative mapping of speech acts or their
frequency, but rather a qualitative interpretation of how European integration
is performatively constructed through elite political discourse. The corpus was
constructed using purposive sampling, focusing on high-salience speeches de-
livered at key institutional and diplomatic moments between 2019 and 2025.
These moments were selected because they represent contexts of heightened
discursive visibility, in which European integration is explicitly articulated, ne-
gotiated, and legitimized by political elites. This time frame encompasses critical
milestones in Albania’s EU trajectory, including the formal launch of accession
negotiations in 2022 and the ensuing phases of reform monitoring and institu-
tional alignment. These speeches were selected based on their explicit reference
to the EU integration process and their official or semi-official status, such as
parliamentary addresses, summit speeches, and statements at EU-Albania Sta-
bilization and Association meetings. To ensure analytical robustness, additional
speeches by Prime Minister Rama on European integration delivered during the
same period were surveyed at a descriptive level, confirming the recurrence and

stability of the performative patterns identified in the core corpus.

Transcripts were collected from official government archives and verified me-
dia sources (e.g., punetejashtme.gov.al, kryeministria.al, arkiva.punetejashtme.gov.
al, ambasadat.gov.al, ata.gov.al, euronews, al or rtsh.al). To maintain and ensure
textual integrity, all the passages were authenticated speeches delivered by the
above mentioned political figures. For speeches originally delivered in Albanian,

translations were made by the researcher, maintaining fidelity to idiomatic ex-
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pressions and pragmatic tone. Preliminary examination of further elite speech-
es revealed a high degree of discursive routinization at the level of performative

functions, indicating analytical saturation within the categories employed.

The analytical process followed three sequential stages: identification, interpre-
tation, and contextualization. The initial stage focused on identifying what kind
of act was being performed in each instance, distinguishing between linguistic
description and performative intent (Austin, 1962). Afterwards, each speech was
examined line by line to identify utterances that performed clear illocutionary
functions according to Searle’s (1976) classification of speech acts—assertives,
directives, commissives, expressives, and declarations. After classification, each
speech act was analyzed in terms of its illocutionary force—what the speaker
accomplishes in saying something—and its perlocutionary effect—the intend-
ed or actual influence on the audience (Searle J. R., 1979). Speech acts were then
situated within their sociopolitical and institutional context, following CDA
principles (Fairclough, 1995; Wodak & Weiss, 2008). Contextual variables—such
as the status of the speaker, audience composition, and political timing—were
considered essential to understanding the success or “felicity” of a performa-
tive utterance (Austin, 1962).The longitudinal span of the corpus allows for a
comparative interpretation of how performative strategies evolve across time,

particularly in relation to key developments in Albania’s EU accession process.
Findings and discussion

This section presents the findings from a qualitative discourse-analytical exami-
nation of a purposive but thematically coherent corpus of political speeches de-
livered between 2019 and 2025 by leading Albanian officials—Prime Minister Edi
Rama, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs Olta Xhacka, Minister for Europe
and Foreign Affairs Igli Hasani, and Minister of Interior Taulant Balla. Although
limited in number, the speeches were selected to capture key institutional mo-
ments across time and to allow for a comparative interpretation of how Europe-

an integration is discursively constructed at the highest levels of state authority.
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As stated in the introductory section of the paper, this analysis will focus on four
main performative functions that emerge across the corpus: (1) Commitment
through commissive acts; (2) Legitimation through assertive acts; (3) Mobiliza-
tion through directive acts; and (4) Identification through expressive and declar-
ative acts. These categories overlap across speakers and moments, producing
a performative continuum that both narrates and enacts Albania’s European
trajectory. Importantly, these performative functions do not merely describe
policy positions but contribute to the discursive construction of political and

national identity in relation to Europe.
Commitment through Commissive Acts

Commitment constitutes the foundational performative function in Albani-
an Europeanization discourse. Through commissive acts, political actors bind
themselves—and the state they represent—to future courses of action, produc-
ing a discursive contract between speaker and audience. In Austinian terms,
the commissive’s felicity depends on sincerity and authority: the speaker must
possess institutional legitimacy, and the promise must appear achievable (Aus-
tin, 1962). Searle (1969)further defines commissives as acts that commit the
speaker to a particular future behavior. From an identity-oriented perspective,
such commitments also function symbolically, projecting a future self-image of

Albania as a fully European political subject.

Within this corpus, Edi Rama’s, Olta Xhacgka’s, Igli Hasani’s, and Taulant Balla’s
speeches all perform commitment through explicit pledges of reform, progress,
and alignment with European standards. In Rama's declaration before the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly (2019) he states:

(1) “Albania’s unprecedented justice reform; the process of making a
major cleanup removing corrupt judges and prosecutors from judici-
ary, as well as establishing new judicial institutions tailored to tackle
corruption and organized crime at highest levels is transforming the

entire physiognomy of the country. ... As the new justice system grad-
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ually takes shape and becomes fully operational, we hope that it will
seriously curtail all acts of corruption and abuse of power and will
finally assure the triumph of the sense of justice and the rule of law
overall of the country I do deeply love and proudly represent here to-
day” (RamaE. , 2019).

By referring to Albania’s justice reform “as transforming the entire physiognomy
of the country”, Rama not only asserts an ongoing process but implicitly commits
the government to its completion. The final movement, beginning with “As the
new justice system gradually takes shape and becomes fully operational,” consti-
tutes a commissive act. Rama projects into the future, pledging that the system
“will seriously curtail all acts of corruption and abuse of power and will finally
assure the triumph of the sense of justice and the rule of law.” The repeated use
of the modal “will” transform the statement into a binding performative—one
that commits the Albanian government to a specific future outcome. In Searle’s
(1969) framework, the commissive binds the speaker’s future conduct, and by ex-
tension, the state’s institutional trajectory. The promise is intensified by Rama’s
affective declaration of love and pride for his country, which serves as a sincerity

condition that reinforces the legitimacy of his commitment.

Similarly, at the Conference of Ambassadors, Rama (2024) asserted:

(2) “The year 2030 should find us in full readiness to sit as equals at
the table of the European Union, as equal members of the European

family; this is our side, this is our duty” (Rama, 2024).

The statement functions as a commissive, binding Albania to a future-orient-
ed target for EU readiness and establishing an explicit temporal horizon for
the country’s accession efforts. By framing 2030 as a milestone, Rama creates
both domestic and international expectations, signaling institutional commit-
ment to EU-aligned reforms. Simultaneously, the statement contains a qua-
si-declarative dimension. By envisioning Albania “as equals at the table of the

European Union,” Rama linguistically positions the country as already part of
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the European political community, reconstituting its national identity from
candidate to aspirant-equal. This rhetorical move is performative: it does not
legally confer membership but symbolically enacts it, creating a discursive
reality that anticipates institutional transformation (Austin, 1962; Searle J. R.,
1969). The addition of the phrase “this is our duty” introduces a moral imper-
ative, further binding the nation to the projected outcome and framing inte-
gration as an ethical, as well as political, obligation (Habermas, 1996). Here,
the commissive act functions simultaneously as a temporal projection and an
ethical imperative, binding Albania’s national identity to the successful fulfill-
ment of EU accession. What is discursively significant here is not the empiri-
cal veracity of the promised outcomes, but the way future-oriented language is
used to normalize European integration as an inevitable and morally binding

trajectory.

Another important commisive statement is that of the Foreign Minister Olta
Xhacka’s 2023 at the Berlin Process Summit. There, she emphasized diplomat-
ic credibility and alignment with EU standards. Her rhetoric is characterized
by assertive and commissive acts that seek to legitimize Albania’s trajectory

through evidence-based affirmation. In one key passage, she asserted:

(3) “We will continue to meet every standard, not because Europe asks
it, but because it defines who we are” (Xhagka, 2023)

By so doing, the speaker extends this commissive dynamic through personaliza-
tion and moralization. The performative force arises not merely from the future
tense but from its ethical grounding: compliance with EU criteria is re-defined
as intrinsic self-definition rather than external coercion. The commissive thus
transcends bureaucratic obligation and becomes a moral pledge. In Haberma-
sian terms, this corresponds to a communicative rationality in which the legiti-
macy of commitment rests upon shared normative values rather than strategic
interest (Habermas, 1996). Rather than merely asserting capability, this utter-
ance functioned as a promise, establishing for domestic and international au-

diences alike the expectation that the government would continue to uphold
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reforms and maintain institutional alignment with the EU. The commissive
force is nuanced by a quasi-declarative dimension, particularly in the phrase
“because it defines who we are.” This part of the statement links institutional
compliance to national identity, effectively declaring that adherence to Euro-
pean norms is constitutive of Albania’s self-conception. In other words, the act
is not only a promise of future behavior but also a performative redefinition of
collective political and cultural identity: meeting European standards becomes
a marker of Albania’s national character rather than an externally imposed re-
quirement. Perlocutionarily, this utterance serves multiple functions. Domesti-
cally, it fosters moral and political motivation among bureaucrats and the pub-
lic, framing reform as an act of self-realization rather than external obligation.
Internationally, it signals to EU institutions that Albania is a reliable, self-mo-
tivated partner, potentially enhancing trust and reinforcing the credibility of

ongoing accession efforts.

During his tenure as Albania’s Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs from
2023 to 2025, Igli Hasani employed a sophisticated rhetorical strategy rooted in
the performative power of language to advance Albania’s European integration
agenda. His speeches were not mere vehicles of information; they constitut-
ed performative acts through which political identity, commitment, and reas-
surance were constructed and enacted. Igli Hasani’s speeches similarly enact
institutional commitment. At the CEI Ministerial in Tirana (2024), he pledged

ongoing cooperation:

(4) “Your dedication has been invaluable ... and I am deeply appre-
ciative of the cooperation ... in fulfilling our obligations during this

important tenure” (Hasani I. , 2024a).

The gratitude performs a commissive sub-text—acknowledging present cooper-
ation while committing to its continuity. Here, the expression of gratitude simul-
taneously commits Albania to continue fulfilling its regional responsibilities,
functioning as a commissive act that binds the speaker to a shared future course

of action. The performative force of this utterance lies in its forward-looking
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orientation, which sustains the narrative of Albania’s consistent and responsible

participation in the European and regional framework.

This rhetorical orientation is also evident in Hasani’s statement on Europe Day,
9 May 2024, where he declared:

(5) “The acceleration of the accession process remains essential, as only

in this way Europe will be more complete and safer” (Hasani I. , 2024c).

The commissive dimension here is underscored by the modal “remains essen-
tial,” which both acknowledges a current commitment and projects a future
one. Through this statement, Hasani reaffirms Albania’s readiness to accelerate
reforms, align policies with the acquis communautaire, and actively contrib-
ute to the EU’s geopolitical cohesion. The commissive function, as Searle (1969)
defines it, involves the speaker’s undertaking of a future obligation; in Hasani’s
case, it signals Albania’s pledge to persist in the reform process while situating

national advancement within the broader European project.

In June 2025, Albania’s Minister of Interior, Taulant Balla, addressed the EU-Al-
bania Stabilization and Association Meeting in Strasbourg, delivering a speech
that encapsulated the government’s performative commitment to European in-
tegration. His rhetoric, combining directive and commissive illocutionary acts,
was strategically designed to mobilize institutional willpower, reaffirm Alba-
nia’s reform trajectory, and signal accountability to European partners. Draw-
ing upon the theoretical frameworks of Austin (1962) and Searle (1969), Balla’s
discourse exemplifies how political language functions as action—performing

rather than merely describing the government’s stance.

In one of the most striking passages of his address, Balla declared:

(6) “Albania will achieve full membership within this decade. We will

not rest until every reform is delivered” (Balla, 2025).



Ardita Dylgjeri
Performing Europe: Speech Acts and the Discursive Construction of
European Integration in Albanian Political Discourse

The utterance performs a dual rhetorical function. It acts as a commissive
speech act, binding the speaker—and by extension, the Albanian state—to a con-
crete timeline for achieving full EU membership. The repetition of the modal
“will” conveys a sense of inevitability and determination, transforming a politi-
cal aspiration into an institutional promise. As Searle (1969) argues, commissive
acts commit the speaker to future action, and in Balla’s case, this commitment
operates both as a performative declaration of reform continuity and as a reas-
surance to EU interlocutors of Albania’s credibility. The perlocutionary effect of
such a statement is to project urgency and political will, shaping the audience’s

perception of Albania as a country moving irreversibly toward integration.

Across these instances, commissive acts perform more than institutional prom-
ises; they generate moral accountability. They also contribute to a longer-term
discursive shift from conditional Europeanization toward an internalized un-
derstanding of Europe as integral to national identity. The political efficacy of
commitment depends on its perceived sincerity and the government’s capaci-
ty to fulfill its pledges. When promises are institutionalized—such as the 2024
opening of Cluster 1 in EU negotiations (Council of the European Union, 2024)—
the commissive achieves full felicity. Yet, as Austin (1962) warns, failed imple-
mentation transforms commissives into infelicitous performatives—a risk om-

nipresent in reformist discourse.
Legitimation through Assertive Acts

If commissives create obligation, assertive acts generate legitimacy. Through as-
sertions, leaders construct a discursive reality in which progress and credibility
are presented as verifiable truths. Searle (Searle J. R., 1969) classifies assertives as
acts in which the speaker commits to the truth of a proposition. Within a politi-
cal-communication context, assertives establish authority by narrating success
as fact. Furthermore, within a Critical Discourse Analysis framework, such as-
sertions are analytically relevant not because they establish factual truth, but be-
cause they work to stabilize authority and marginalize alternative interpretations.

Rama’s statement before the United Nations General Assembly (2019):
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(7) “Albania’s unprecedented justice reform; the process of making a
major cleanup removing corrupt judges and prosecutors from judici-
ary, as well as establishing new judicial institutions tailored to tackle
corruption and organized crime at highest levels is transforming the
entire physiognomy of the country The corruption in the judiciary for
decades did not only prevent justice from taking place, but became
also an impediment to make be the rule of our daily existence as a
society. (Rama E. , 2019)

The present-progressive tense collapses promise into achievement, perform-
ing what Fairclough (1995) identifies as discursive naturalization: presenting
reform as an already-realized fact rather than a future goal. In asserting the fac-
tual transformation of Albania, Rama constructs institutional credibility while

displacing the temporality of reform from projection to presence.

Olta Xhacka similarly deploys assertive acts to authenticate Albania’s progress.

(8) “Albania’s progress in the rule of law and governance is recognized
by our European partners. We have turned challenges into bench-
marks of success.” By spring of 2023, it is expected that the screen-
ing report for the basic Chapters, from the European Commission,
through which Albania will officially receive the opening benchmarks.
Fulfilling the opening benchmarks will make possible the second In-
tergovernmental Conference that will open the negotiations for the
Basic Group chapters,” (Xhagka, 2023)

Such statements embody what Fairclough (1995) calls technocratic legitima-
tion—where discourse derives its authority from external institutional acknowl-
edgment. This statement is an assertive act—a claim presented as verifiable
truth. The phrase “recognized by our European partners” functions as external
validation, lending legitimacy to the domestic reform narrative. As Fairclough
(1995) notes, such acts of legitimation transform policy outcomes into moral

and institutional credentials.
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The emphasis on assertive reassurance was reiterated in a press statement de-

livered on 2 October 2024, where Igli Hasani affirmed:

(9) “Albania now looks forward to an intergovernmental conference
on October 15 to officialise the opening of the first cluster” (Hasani I.,
2024b).

Such assertive formulations framed Albania’s progress in the EU acces-
sion process as a factual reality rather than a tentative aspiration, thereby
reinforcing the legitimacy of Albania’s trajectory. The statement coincided
with the formal opening of Cluster 1, “Fundamentals,” during the Intergov-
ernmental Conference on 15 October 2024 (Council of the European Union,
2024), confirming Albania’s progress in line with EU expectations. In this
context, Hasani’s assertive acts functioned as reassurance mechanisms, de-
signed to consolidate both domestic confidence and external trust in the
Albanian government’s European project. Hasani's affirmation, transforms
diplomatic expectation into narrative certainty. The verb “looks forward” con-
veys a sense of anticipatory confidence, positioning Albania as a trustworthy
partner already progressing along the path of institutional success. Likewise,
Hasani’s ceremonial opening—“It is both an honor and a privilege to address
you ...” (Hasani I. , 2024a)—functions as a context-establishing assertion of
authority, framing Albania as a key actor within the sphere of regional diplo-
macy. Through these assertive patterns, legitimation emerges as both a com-
municative and symbolic process. Albanian leaders cultivate legitimacy by
portraying reforms as achievements, thereby aligning domestic policies with
international expectations. Opposition actors construct counter-legitimacy
by demanding proof. The interplay between assertion and verification thus
becomes the site where institutional credibility is continuously negotiated.
At the same time, this discursive strategy reveals how institutional credibil-
ity is negotiated through language rather than derived solely from material

outcomes.
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Mobilization through Directive Acts

Directive acts constitute the performative engine of mobilization in Albania’s EU
discourse. In Austin’s (1962) taxonomy, directives are utterances that aim to in-
fluence the behavior of others—requests, commands, or invitations. Within po-
litical communication, directives function less through coercion than through
alignment; they invite participation in a shared project. From an identity per-
spective, such directives construct a collective “we,” symbolically positioning
Albania alongside—rather than beneath—its European counterparts.

Taulant Balla’s Strasbourg address epitomizes directive mobilization.

(10) “Together with our European partners, we shall complete this

journey side by side” (Balla, 2025).

This statement functions primarily as a directive speech act, encouraging col-
laborative engagement, while subtly presenting Albania as an equal participant
in the process. According to Austin (1962), directive acts aim to get the hear-
er to do something; here, Balla’s directive is not coercive but cooperative. The
inclusionary pronoun “we” constructs a collective subject encompassing both
Albania and its European counterparts, thereby transforming integration from
a unilateral aspiration into a mutual project. Through this linguistic strategy,
Balla reframes Albania’s relationship with the EU, shifting it from a stance of
dependency to one of partnership, reflecting what Wodak (Wodak, 2015) terms

a “discursive negotiation of equality” within the rhetoric of enlargement.

This cooperative framing also resonates intertextually with Prime Minister Edi
Rama’s earlier speeches, in which declarative and commissive acts were used to
assert parity between Albania and the EU. By adopting a similar discursive pos-
ture, Balla extends and reinforces the government’s broader narrative of shared
responsibility and co-ownership of the European project. The phrase “side by side”
not only performs inclusion but also evokes a symbolic alignment with European
norms and values. It invites the EU to recognize Albania not merely as a candidate

but as a partner already embedded within the European political community.
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Edi Rama’s speeches also mobilize through directives disguised as appeals.
His 2021 address to the diplomatic corps, reflecting on justice reform, im-
plored patience, transforming a pragmatic observation into a collective ex-

hortation.

(11) But it takes time, much more time than the time that mercilessly
flies while results come just too slowly for the people of this country
that have waited endlessly to live in a country, where everyone is equal
before the law. It takes patience...” (2021)

The speech acts as a directive aimed at both citizens and officials, urging endur-

ance while normalizing the slowness of reform. Similarly, Rama declared:

(12) “The year 2030 should find us in full readiness to sit as equals in
European Union table...” (Rama, 2024)

In his statement, the modal “should” operate as a normative directive, convert-

ing a projected condition into a shared obligation.

On the other hand, Olta Xhacka’s directive force is subtler but equally mobiliz-

ing. She asserts,

(13) “We will continue to meet every standard, not because Europe
asks it, but because it defines who we are.” (Xhacka, 2023)

By this declaration, Xhagka addresses both bureaucratic and civic audiences,
encouraging continuous compliance. The performative success of such di-
rectives depends on their internalization; they mobilize institutions by trans-
forming obligation into identity. The future-oriented verb “we will continue”
signals a clear commitment to ongoing action, binding Albania to sustained
compliance with European standards. The commissive force is nuanced by
a quasi-declarative dimension, particularly in the phrase “because it de-

fines who we are.” This part of the statement links institutional compliance
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to national identity, effectively declaring that adherence to European norms
is constitutive of Albania’s self-conception. In other words, the act is not only
a promise of future behavior but also a performative redefinition of collective
political and cultural identity: meeting European standards becomes a mark-
er of Albania’s national character rather than an externally imposed require-
ment. Perlocutionarily, this utterance serves multiple functions. Domestical-
ly, it fosters moral and political motivation among bureaucrats and the public,
framing reform as an act of self-realization rather than external obligation.
Internationally, it signals to EU institutions that Albania is a reliable, self-mo-
tivated partner, potentially enhancing trust and reinforcing the credibility of

ongoing accession efforts.

Igli Hasani’s diplomatic register also contains mobilizing directives.

(14) “As we gather in this beautiful city with such nice weather, I am
confident that our discussions will foster not only deeper understand-
ing but also greater collaboration in shaping a shared, prosperous fu-

ture for our region” (Hasani 1., 2024a)

His appeal for regional cooperation invites interlocutors into collective agen-
cy. This directive is wrapped in optimism, functioning simultaneously as an ex-
pressive and mobilizing act. This expressive act, while ostensibly light-hearted,
serves a deeper pragmatic function: it humanizes the diplomatic setting and
strengthens relational bonds among interlocutors. By projecting confidence
and goodwill, Hasani positioned Albania as a cooperative and forward-looking
partner. Expressive acts of this nature resonate with Austin’s (1962) concept of
felicity conditions, which emphasize that the success of a speech act depends
not only on propositional content but also on the social and emotional appropri-
ateness of the utterance. The repeated use of inclusive and normative directives
across speakers suggests a discursive attempt to socialize both domestic and
international audiences into a shared understanding of European integration as

a collective responsibility.
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Identification through Expressive and
Declarative Acts

If commissives bind and directives mobilize, expressive and declarative acts
construct identification—defining who the political community is and how it
belongs. Expressives convey emotion or attitude, while declaratives, as Austin
(1962) notes, change institutional reality by virtue of being uttered under proper
authority. Together, they forge the symbolic foundation of European identity.
This performative dimension is particularly relevant in contexts where institu-
tional membership has not yet been achieved, but symbolic belonging is repeat-

edly asserted.

Edi Rama’s discourse is characterized by a blend of expressive and declarative

elements. In his 2019 United Nations speech, he uses the clause:

(15) “I do deeply love and proudly represent [my country]” (Rama E. ,
2019)

He employs this strategy to convert personal affect into institutional ethos.
This expressive sincerity serves as a felicity condition for preceding commis-
sive promises; emotion validates obligation. Moreover, when Rama proclaims
that Albania “is transforming” or “will sit as equals at the table of the Europe-
an Union” (Rama, 2024), he performs quasi-declarative acts that linguistically
enact membership before it is institutionally achieved. These declarations
speak into being the equality they name, transforming symbolic aspiration

into enacted identity.

Olta Xhacka’s statement represents the corpus’s clearest example of declarative

identification

(16) We will continue to meet every standard, not because Europe asks
it, but because it defines who we are.” (Xhacka, 2023)
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Here, identity is not described but constituted through speech. The act of defin-
ing transforms a political stance into a performative essence: Europeanisation
becomes a state of being rather than an administrative goal. Repetition of such
declaratives consolidates identity through performative iteration—each state-

ment reinscribes belonging.

Igli Hasani’s expressive tone operates as affective diplomacy. Expressive warmth
humanizes statecraft, creating interpersonal identification among regional

peers.

(17) “As we gather in this beautiful city ... I am confident our discus-

sions will foster ... a shared, prosperous future” (Hasani I. , 2024a)

Such affective alignment Wodak (2015) argues constitutes a form of performa-
tive Europeanization, where emotional language bridges institutional distance

and embodies the ethos of cooperation.

Taulant Balla’s and Rama’s declarations of equality “we shall complete this jour-
ney side by side” (Balla, 2025) and “sit as equals at the table” (Rama, 2024)—
further perform identification by asserting parity. Although lacking legal force,
these declaratives possess symbolic authority: they linguistically reposition
Albania within the European moral geography as an equal participant rather
than a peripheral aspirant. Rather than merely reflecting a pre-existing sense
of belonging, these speech acts actively perform and reproduce Europe as Al-
bania’s normative and symbolic home, indicating a broader cultural shift from

transitional self-positioning toward asserted European identity.

Collectively, expressive and declarative acts transform Europeanization from
a policy into a cultural-moral identity. They perform belonging through emo-
tion, solidarity, and symbolic equality. Their success lies not in institutional out-
comes but in affective resonance: by declaring and feeling European, Albanian

political actors linguistically construct the very Europe to which they aspire.
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Conclusions

In conclusion, the study found that Albania’s discourse on EU integration was
defined by a strategic interplay of declarative, commissive, and expressive
speech acts that collectively performed the nation’s European identity and its
commitment to reform. Prime Minister Rama’s declarative statements framed
Albania’s European trajectory as morally inevitable; Xhagka's commissive pledg-
es operationalized that trajectory through promises of alignment and delivery;
and Hasani’s expressives embedded the process within a shared emotional and

normative framework.

Through speech, these leaders enacted integration even before its formal com-
pletion—transforming language into a political instrument of accession. Their
rhetoric exemplified how post-communist European states employed discourse
to bridge aspiration and reality, demonstrating that political speech functioned

not merely to inform but to perform membership in the European project.

Across the analyzed corpus, Albanian political communication on European in-
tegration revealed a coherent performative architecture structured around four
interrelated functions: commitment, legitimation, mobilization, and identifica-
tion. Each operated through distinct illocutionary forces yet remained mutually
reinforcing. Commissive acts generated temporal continuity and moral obliga-
tion; assertive acts legitimized institutional credibility; directive acts mobilized
collective agency; and expressive-declarative acts constructed emotional and

symbolic belonging.

The speeches of Rama, Xhacka, Hasani, and Balla illustrated how political ac-
tors in transitional democracies transformed language into governance. Their
words did not merely describe progress—they enacted it by aligning national
identity with European norms and expectations. Albanian leaders derived au-
thority from institutional roles, sincerity from emotional engagement, and con-

text from the overarching European project.
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Although performative success remained contingent, within this process, per-
formative language functioned as both a promise and a catalyst: it enacted com-

mitment, constructed identity, and sustained belief.

Methodologically, the analysis demonstrated the value of a performative-linguistic
approach to Europeanization, bridging speech act theory with critical discourse
analysis. By tracing how illocutionary forms operated within institutional and ge-
opolitical contexts, it revealed that European integration was not only negotiated
through policy but also enacted through language. The Albanian case underscored
a broader theoretical insight: in transitional democracies, discursive practices did
not merely reflect political transformation—they constituted it. This performative
perspective invited further comparative research into how linguistic acts materi-
alized integration across post-communist settings, showing that Europe—as both

a project and an identity—was continually spoken into being.

Ultimately, the study demonstrated that the path toward Europe was as much a
linguistic performance as a political process. Through commissives of promise,
assertives of progress, directives of mobilization, and expressives of identifica-
tion, Albanian leaders collectively performed Europe into being—making lan-

guage itself a mode of integration.
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The study of Muslim political identity in Bosnia and Herzegovina has long been
caught between two dominant narratives: one that reduces Bosnian Muslims to
a religious minority subsumed by external national projects, and another that
elevates them into an exceptional nationalist story detached from broader Euro-
pean transformations. In NadzZivjeti Carstva, the French historian Xavier Bouga-
rel attempts to move beyond these binaries by tracing the long durée of Muslim
political subjectivity across imperial, Yugoslav, and post-Yugoslav formations.

His central claim is both provocative and simple: Bosnian Muslims consistently
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articulated their identity through strategies of political loyalty to existing state
structures rather than through autonomous national projects. From the late Ot-
toman period to the post-Dayton transition, Bougarel argues, Bosnian Muslims
constituted a “non-sovereign religious minority” whose elites negotiated prote-
ction, autonomy, and survival rather than sovereignty. The book’s merit lies in
its attempt to conceptualize the relationship between Islam, nationhood, and

political power outside linear narratives of nation-building.

The opening chapter sets the problem historically, anchoring Muslim political
behavior in the Austro-Hungarian period (1878-1914). Bougarel rejects interpre-
tations that retrospectively project national identities onto Muslims of that era.
Instead, he emphasizes the primacy of communal self-definition through religi-
on and political loyalty. His reading suggests that Muslim elites were unwilling—
or unable—to formulate a distinct national program, preferring to negotiate sta-
tus and institutional privileges within imperial structures. This chapter serves
a critical methodological purpose: it frames subsequent Muslim politics not as
a failure to nationalize, but as a coherent political strategy grounded in vulne-
rability, demographic fragility, and state dependency. In a historiography often
dominated by Serbian and Croatian national teleologies, this counter-intuitive

approach offers a useful corrective.

The second and third chapters—covering the interwar Kingdom of Yugoslavia
and the Second World War—develop this line of argument more assertively. The
disappointment with Yugoslav unification becomes, for Bougarel, a structural
repetition of imperial dilemmas: elites attempted to secure religious autonomy
and protection in a state that rewarded national mobilization. The wartime
chapter, dealing with Muslim communities between the Ustasa regime, Chetnik
violence, and emerging Communist networks, is among the book’s most striking
sections. Rather than treating Muslims as passive victims or opportunistic colla-
borators, Bougarel presents them as actors navigating existential insecurity in a
fragmented political landscape. Here, the search for safety becomes a political
category. Violence is not merely an external shock to Muslim communities, but

the crucible in which the limits of non-sovereign identity are exposed.
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The second half of the book, which addresses socialist Yugoslavia and the post-
1990 transformation, makes Bougarel’s thesis increasingly visible. The recogni-
tion of Muslims as a distinct “nation” in the 1960s and 1970s is interpreted not as
a culmination of nationalist awakening but as a belated institutional concession
within a federal structure designed to contain ethnic claims. Bougarel argues
that the Islamic Community gradually became a substitute national institution,
filling a symbolic void in the absence of a territorial base and autonomous po-
litical authority. The book’s most compelling analytic strand emerges here: the
entanglement between religious revival, intellectual elites, and state patronage.
Rather than framing the “Muslim nation” as an emancipatory breakthrough,
Bougarel interprets it as the continuation of a historical reliance on institutional

guardianship.

The chapters dealing with the dissolution of Yugoslavia and the 1992-1995 war
push this argument to its limits. Bougarel’s reading of the Party of Democratic
Action (SDA) and Alija Izetbegovi¢’s leadership centers on a structural contradi-
ction: the simultaneous pursuit of Muslim political sovereignty and the defense
of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a multinational state. For Bougarel, this tension
is not merely strategic but constitutive. It reveals the impossibility of reconci-
ling the logic of nationalization with the persistence of a post-imperial political
imagination. The emergence of “pan-Islamist” discourses, the role of wartime
mobilization, and the Islamic Community’s political elevation are treated not as

aberrations but as products of this unresolved dilemma.

The narrative culminates with post-Dayton Bosnia and Herzegovina. Bougarel
sees in the international protectorate a return to a familiar historical pattern: a
powerful external guarantor replaces the imperial state, and Bosnian Muslims—
now identified as Bosniaks—invoke supranational entities (EU, US) as protectors
against regional fragmentation. The metaphor of “appeals to empire” becomes
the book’s interpretive hinge. The cyclical nature of Muslim political subjecti-
vity—survival through loyalty—seems to reappear in the 21st century. Regard-
less of whether one accepts this conclusion, it frames the Bosnian case within

broader debates on empire, dependency, and minority nationalism.
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Methodologically, Nadzivjeti Carstva is distinguished by its synthetic ambition.
Bougarel draws on a large corpus of political speeches, religious publications,
party materials, and public intellectual debates, especially for the post-1990
chapters. He is less dependent on archival discoveries and more invested in the
interpretive reconstruction of elite discourses. This choice has both virtues and
liabilities. On the one hand, his approach produces a deeply textured narrative
that captures ideological currents often overlooked in purely institutional histo-
riography. On the other hand, it exposes the argument to the risks of selective
sampling. By privileging elite discourse, Bougarel sometimes treats marginal or
polemical voices as representative of broader Muslim political imaginaries. This
tendency is particularly visible when he labels the Young Muslims and the early
SDA leadership as “pan-Islamist,” a category that compresses diverse intellectu-
al traditions and underestimates their revivalist and socio-religious dimensions.
The book’s theoretical grounding is robust and often illuminating. Bougarel mo-
bilizes Anderson, Gellner, and Brubaker to interrogate national identity forma-
tion beyond essentialist paradigms. His core claim—that Bosniak identity is not
the product of linear ethno-national development but of negotiated survival in
post-imperial contexts—invites the reader to reconsider dominant Balkan histo-
riography. The result is a perspective that resists both culturalist romanticism
and mythic ethnic continuity. Yet Bougarel's interpretive commitment also leads
him to apply the “non-sovereign religious minority” framework too uniformly.
Local variations, regional elites, shifts in class structure, and intellectual diver-
gences within Muslim communities receive comparatively less attention. The
narrative sometimes reads as if it were driven by a thesis already decided.

Where the book is at its strongest is in its demythologizing impulse. Bougarel
refuses to sacralize wartime Bosniak politics, to sanitize state-building failures,
or to accept post-socialist institutional narratives at face value. His treatment of
1992-1995 avoids the polarities of victimization or moral exceptionalism. Ins-
tead, he treats wartime governance as an arena of improvisation, ideological
experimentation, and survival. This approach is likely to generate discomfort
among readers accustomed to patriotic histories, but it contributes decisively to

the de-romanticization of the Bosnian political experience.
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The book’s weaknesses are not primarily empirical but analytical. Bougarel’s
emphasis on loyalty as a political strategy marginalizes alternative traditions
of Muslim political autonomy found in organizational history, from the Muslim
National Organization to local autonomist movements and intellectual currents
that predate the SDA. The insistence on continuity risks erasing moments of
rupture. Likewise, the reliance on published sources limits the book’s capacity
to capture socio-economic and demographic dynamics that shaped Muslim po-

litical choices.

Despite these limitations, Nadzivjeti Carstva makes a substantial contribution to
Balkan studies. It offers an interpretive model capable of speaking to scholars
of empire, nationalism, Islamic studies, and post-conflict politics. Its argument
will not satisfy every reader, nor should it. The book is most valuable as a provo-
cation that encourages historians to rethink categories of sovereignty, identity,
and political loyalty in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Bougarel’s work reminds us that
the history of Bosniaks is not simply the story of delayed national awakening,
but a far more complex negotiation with structures of power that transcended

the nation-state.
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Vladimir Hamed-Troyansky’s book, Empire of Refugees: North Caucasian Muslims
and the Late Ottoman State, is a history of North Caucasian (largely, but not exc-
lusively, Circassian) migration between the Russian and Ottoman empires in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. More specifically, it looks at how the ex-
pulsion of Muslim North Caucasians from their homeland and their subsequent
resettlement in the Ottoman lands shaped the policies of both the Ottoman and
Russian empires, as well as serving as a precedent for later refugee and citizenship

regimes and subsequent expulsions and population transfers across the Old World.
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Empire of Refugees makes three key contributions to the literature. First, and rela-
ted to the field of Balkan studies, it brings to the fore the history of more than th-
ree hundred thousand North Caucasian refugees who were settled in the Balkans
during the 1860s, and were exiled from their lands and homes for a second time
in the aftermath of the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78. It makes the claim that the
failure of the Ottoman Empire to provide sufficient economic resources for the-
se North Caucasian refugees inflamed tensions in the Balkans, and hastened the
breakdown of Ottoman rule in the region. Secondly, it argues that the Ottomans
created a systematic refugee regime in response to Muslim migration, one that
preceded the refugee regimes of the League of Nations and the United Nations. It
also traces how the migration policy of the Ottoman Empire changed throughout
the nineteenth century, from a quasi-open-door policy to one that was tailored
specifically to accept and resettle Muslims only, with parallel developments in
the Russian Empire equating religion to subjecthood and perceived loyalty as
well. Finally, the author makes the point that the Ottoman and Russian policies in
the 1860s were understood as a population exchange by many contemporary ob-
servers. Thus, this event paved the way for later population exchanges and mass
expulsions. These include the Ottoman-Bulgarian population exchange of 1913,
the Greek-Bulgarian population exchange of 1919, the Turkish-Greek population
exchange of 1923, the Palestine partition plans of 1937 and 1947, the expulsion of
Germans from Central and Eastern Europe after World War II, and the population

transfers between India and Pakistan after partition in 1947.

Empire of Refugees is structured in three main parts, each meant to represent a spe-
cific stage in the journey of the refugees and divided into several chapters. Part I,
“Refugee Migration”, is a largely narrative history of the North Caucasians’ displa-
cement from their homelands. Chapter 1, “Muslim Migrations from the North Ca-
ucasus”, looks at the political history of the Caucasus and how the ethnic cleansing
of Circassians in the 1860s unfolded, whereas Chapter 2, “Ottoman Refugee Regi-
me”, traces how the North Caucasians were resettled in Ottoman lands upon being
expelled from their homelands, and how the Ottoman refugee regime developed
in response to this unprecedented crisis and suffering. Part II, “Refugee Resett-

lement”, looks at how the economic and social history of the refugees transpired

123



124

Journal of Balkan Studies

after the initial settlement. It is a comparative chapter, comparing refugee settle-
ment in the Balkans (Chapter 3, focusing on the Dobruja region, today in Romania
and Bulgaria), the Levant (Chapter 4, looking at the oasis towns of Jordan) and
Anatolia (Chapter 5, examining the Uzunyayla plateau, in the vicinity of Kayseri).
Every chapter begins with a story from the archives or from private correspon-
dence, thus constantly shifting the focus between microhistories and larger sca-
le analysis. The persistence of slavery among the North Caucasians in Anatolia
is an important contribution and is a topic that surely deserves more attention
from future researchers. Part III, “Diaspora and Return”, is split into two chap-
ters: Chapter 6, “Making the North Caucasian Diaspora” focuses on village and
religious networks as well as modern diasporic organizations and newspapers in
the making of a Circassian identity, whereas Chapter 7, “Return Migration to Rus-
sia”, looks at the hitherto little explored attempts of North Caucasians to return to
their homelands, and the responses of Ottoman and Russian authorities to such
attempts. The Kurdish-Chechen battles of Erzurum and the Chechen siege of Mus
in 1865 sound fictional, but Hamed-Troyansky shows us that it really happened.

The book has several strengths. To begin with, it uses a wide variety of sources
in different languages. In terms of archival sources, it utilizes sources from Tur-
kish, Russian, Georgian, British, Bulgarian, Romanian and Jordanian state arc-
hives, among several others. These archival sources vary from economic data to
petitions, and from consular reports to correspondence between different state
functionaries and offices. In addition to these archival sources, it draws from
newspapers and private letters from descendants of North Caucasians that the

author was able to find and access.

The greatest strength of the book lies in how it expertly weaves these different
sources, and different methodologies, together. One finds smooth transitions from
a narrative political history of the Caucasus to the economic history of the Otto-
man Balkans, and from the microhistory of families or small localities across the
Balkans, Levant and Anatolia to macro-scale questions about nation-building, citi-
zenship, and refugee regimes. The microhistory of one family serves as the thread
that ties two chapters together, with an unexpected plot twist. As a result of its va-
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ried sources and what one could call an eclectic writing style, it makes for enterta-
ining reading, which is not very common for academic history writing. Thanks to
its writing style, it appeals to interested laymen and academics alike, making key

academic interventions and contributions without being tedious or dry to read.

One controversial point about the book could be its use of the “g-word”, or the
lack of it. Whereas describing an Ottoman genocide of “Christians” (not even just
Armenians!) during World War I in the introduction (p. 16), the author is very
reluctant to use the same word when it comes to the Circassians, or to argue one
way or another. In the introduction and in the conclusion, the author states that
the Circassian diaspora uses the word genocide, and Circassian organizations call
for the recognition of the massacres and expulsion as genocide (pp. 30- 248) in
similar turns of phrase. However, the author essentially distances himself from
the “g-word” for the pivotal event his book describes. The author does define the
Russian targeting of Circassians qua Circassians for “near total expulsion” as “eth-
nic cleansing” (p. 32), and uses phrases such as “emigration”, “expulsion”, “flight”
and “forced relocation” for the population movements of the Circassians. One
could say that the emphasis on the agency of the North Caucasians occasionally
overshadows the immense amount suffering, death and disease that communi-
ties deported and extirpated from their homeland must have gone through. If the
development of an Ottoman refugee regime in answer to North Caucasian immig-
ration can be seen as a precursor to the later refugee regimes of the League of Na-
tions and the United Nations, perhaps more daring studies can follow on whether
genocidal violence committed towards Caucasian (and Balkan) Muslims during
Ottoman disintegration can be seen as a precursor to anything, without falling
into parochialism and fanaticism one way or another. More than a century and a
half later from the Circassian genocide, it is probably time to tie the histories of

the Balkans and the Caucasus together in such a manner as well.
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Amina Siljak Jesenkovi¢ &

Madzida Masi¢

“Sarajevski pjesnik Zekerija Sukerija:
KnjiZevno-teorijska studija i izbor iz Divana”
[Sarajevo poet Zekerijja Sukkeri: A literary-
theoretical study and a selection from Divan”].
Sarajevo: Univerzitet u Sarajevu - Orijentalni
institut, 2024, p: 189.

Reviewer: Omer Merzic¢

Through Bosnian oriental and literary studies of the past, the life and work
of Zekerija Sukerija was mostly unexplored and concentrated in a few short
articles. The study “Sarajevski pjesnik Zekerija Sukerija: knjizevno-teorijska
studija i izbor iz Divana” [Sarajevo poet Zekerijja Sukkeri: a literary-theoretical
study and a selection from Divan”] represents a valuable contribution to con-

temporary oriental and literary study in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This book
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not only provides a revised understanding of his life by assembling previously
scattered data and advancing new theories supported by this material, but it
also examines Zekerija Sukerija as a poetic subject through an analysis of his

own words and poetry.

The authors of this study are Amina Siljak-Jesenkovi¢ and MadZida Masi¢, both
senior researchers at the Oriental Institute at the University of Sarajevo, both
of whom have extensive experience in Oriental studies especially in the area of
Bosnian literature and poets from the Ottoman period. This is further empha-
sized in the “Foreword” of the study seeing that Siljak-Jesenkovi¢ started her
research into Zekerija Sukeri more than three decades ago and this book repre-

sents a culmination of this work.

As far as the structure of the work is concerned, the book is divided into three
separate chapters representing three distinct areas. The first chapter explores
the biography of the poet Zekerija Sukeri, while the second chapter primarily
focuses on the different aspects of his literary work. Finally, the third chapter
is a selection of translations from the “Divan” of Zekerija Sukeri. By structuring
the book in this manner, the authors construct a comprehensive narrative that
traces the formation of Zekerija Sukerija as a poet in Sarajevo, his early engage-
ment with poetry, his subsequent role as a scribe at the Ottoman court in Istan-

bul, and, ultimately, his literary expression and contribution through his Divan.

In the first chapter, the author’s primary objective is to reconstruct the biogra-
phy of Zekerija Sukeri. They not only base their reconstruction on the writings
of earlier authors such as Hazim Sabanovié, Safvet-beg Basagié, Smail Bali¢, Fe-
him Nametak, and most notably Erdogan Erol, but also on the self-referentiality
of Zekerija Sukeri in his poetry. The different passages, poems, and verses of
Zekerija’s “Divan,” most notably his tarihs, a form of poetic record commemorat-
ing important events, are analyzed by them. The authors also ponder whether
Zekerija Sukeri was a Sufi or not, a question which was not fully resolved. Based
on the analysis of different passages, poems, and verses the authors tried to

differentiate between metaphorical love or ask-1 mecazi and Divine love or ask-1
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hakiki in Zekerijas writings. After thorough analysis the author concluded that

Zekerija Sukeri was a member of the Mevlevi Sufi order.

The second chapter is a thorough literary-theoretical analysis of his poetry, with
an emphasis on form, poetics, and self-referentiality. By analysing the meter,
rhyme, and stylistic structure of the “Divan” the authors reveal that Zekerija
Sukeri was an exceptionally disciplined poet who mastered all classical forms:
ghazal, rubaiyat, sakinama, lugaz, and tarih. Moreover, his use of tarihs to chron-
icle events in Bosnia and the Ottoman Empire indicates that he was one of the
leading poets of the region and of his time. The authors express the notion that
Zekerija Sukeri also affirms through his writings his identity as a poet from Sa-
rajevo who came to Istanbul as a matured author and not a student of his com-
patriot Sulejman Mezaki, as was the notion in scholarly circles before. Another
deviation from early scholars that occurs in the writings of Siljak-Jesenkovié
and Masi¢ is that they express their opinion that the surviving manuscript of
the “Divan” by Sukeri is not a complete divan according to literary standards.
This is evidenced by the fact that the only extant copy of the Divan lacks poetic
forms traditionally considered essential components of any divan as the collect-
ed works of a poet... Thus, this goes against scholars such as Erdogan Erol, who

argued that the “Divan” of Zekerija Sukeri was in fact a complete divan.

Finally, the authors conclude their book with an important addition in the form
of excerpts of the “Divan” by Sukeri translated into Bosnian and adapted to be
accessible to a wider audience. While not giving a translation of the complete
“Divan” the authors nevertheless give the most representative and important
parts of Zekerija’s poetic opus from which the reader can make his own assess-

ment of into the poet’s literary contribution.

As concluded by the authors: “ We may confidently assert that before us stands
another author whose broader presentation will open a vast space for discern-
ing the Bosniak cultural identity and who, after centuries of neglect, will assur-
edly attain his rightful place in the literary heritage of the Bosniaks.” One of the

main points that the authors tried and succeeded to make is to showcase that
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Zekerija Sukeri was not a peripheral Ottoman poet, but an important part of
Bosniak literature heritage. These findings make this book an indispensable re-

source for all future researchers of Divan literature in Bosnia and Herzegovina.









