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Feminine Words for Feminine
Actions: Women’s Partisan
Newspapers in the Greek Civil War

Harry Raitsinis

Abstract: This article analyzes the origin and the development of the women’s partisan journals that were
published during the Greek Civil War (1946-1949). It constitutes an unexplored topic despite the fact that it
can provide crucial insights into the women of that time. In the beginning, it describes the basic factors of
the early feminist editions. Subsequently, it examines the course of those newspapers during WWI and the
Interwar period in order to delineate the disruption of their progressive evolution. Afterwards, it presents
the changes that affected the character of the women’s publications throughout the Second World War, the
Axis occupation and the first post-liberation years. Then, it focuses on the fundamental characteristics of
the women’s partisan newspapers, their technical aspects, their objectives, their thematic content and the
journalistic coverage of the feminist issues. In parallel, it makes several comparisons with the Spanish case
and it places the Hellenic example within a broader framework (pertinent European phenomena, feminist
waves, etc.) to outline a clear, satisfying and comprehensive picture.
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Introduction

The Civil War is one of the most analyzed periods of contemporary Hel-
lenic history because it constitutes a very significant trauma that con-
cerns the domestic public sphere in different ways. There are howev-
er several issues that have not been sufficiently explored since special
attention was given to the principal political factors, the central mili-
tary developments, the decisions of the primary protagonists, the re-
lentless ideological struggles, the foreign interventions, the party con-
frontations and the acknowledged or unacknowledged pursuits of the
rival coalitions.

The role of the Greek press throughout the Civil War is one of these sub-
jects although there are some archival collections that provide unfet-
tered access to the basic newspapers of that period. The majority of the
Greek or foreign historians, political scientists and journalists have nev-
ertheless overlooked the relevant periodical publications which could
highlight the course of the fratricidal rivalry, the bilateral propaganda,
the state censorship, the related info wars, the stance of the principal
journals and the communication practice of the era.

The academic research has moreover ignored the left-wing newspapers
and the rest clandestine publications even though they played a basic
role in the communicative and the propagandistic activity of the time
which had great importance for the wider public opinion, the stimu-
lation of guerrilla’s morale and the influence of the Democratic Army.
Nobody has additionally explored the journals that were published by
the antigovernment women who aimed to highlight the life, the signifi-
cance, the course and the evolution of the female partisan fighters.

These publications can however provide a valuable starting point and
bring out very significant information about feminine action during
the Civil War. They may also fill several practical gaps that were created
by the natural and human destruction of women’s records, the incom-
plete character of the historical sources and the silence of the tradition-
al Greek historiography which ignored the feminist issues for too many
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years reflecting the dividing and separating atmosphere of the recent
past (ABSeAd & Wappd, 1985, pp. 13-15).

This article tries therefore to use these specific journals in order to
answer a series of questions: How many women’s editions were pub-
lished? Who issued them? For how long? What was their role? What
advantages and disadvantages did they have? What were they writing
about? Which claims did they have? Were there any interruptions or
continuities in their action? How did they deal with the rest publica-
tions? How were they connected to the feminist currents of that epoch?
What were the central axes of their activity? How were they related to
the international and the European framework of that particular time?

The article also seeks to gather valuable information and avoid the trap
of anachronistic reading in order to present the style of women’s writing
and show the historicity of the feminine movement that should have
been more prominent because they have no museum character. The re-
search on these texts might prove to be very fruitful because it could
reveal several facts about the psyche, the demands, the requests, the
claims, the interests and the goals that concerned the active women of a
certain historical period.

As Simone de Beauvoir wrote about the female writers of the time:

Sometimes they really excel in observing the given and they become excellent
reporters. They know how to portray atmospheres and faces, to highlight
the thin relationships be-tween them, to make us participate in the deli-
cate movements of their souls. Attached to the secret character of the objects,
charmed by the uniqueness of their senses, they offer their warm experience
with delightful adjectives and vivid images. Their vocabulary is usually
more remarkable than their syntax since they are more interested in things
than the relations between them. They do not want to achieve the abstract
elegance of speech but instead their words speak to the senses (Mofovdp,
2021, pp. 887-888).

9
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These texts were not so assertive, according to Beauvoir, as they mainly
tried to show women’s place in the world. But no one could deny that the
feminist newspapers have always constituted a very significant weapon
for their emancipation. Those who wrote challenged the male society,
escaped from their usual occupations, expressed themselves and com-
municated with each other. They aimed to overcome loneliness and
create a joint identity. They typically spoke collectively and demanded
an active role (IIeptokorio, 5 March 1987).

Writing, which could be a very powerful weapon, distracted females
from their household tasks, eased their confinement at home, promoted
their introspection and made them think about their position in socie-
ty. The publication of these texts constituted a revolutionary act since
it fought to bridge the gap between the private and the public sphere
and alleviate the chasm that usually separated men and women. For
these reasons they represent a very interesting historical subject that
deserves to be examined and analyzed quite carefully.

The first feminist newspapers

The first wave of feminism, which lasted from the 19" century to 1920,
focused on political and legal matters since it promoted the women’s
right to vote, to own property and to be protected by anti-discrimina-
tion laws. During this time, several pioneering journals were estab-
lished, such as the French La Voix des Femmes (1848), the German Die Frau-
enbewegung (1895), the Italian La Donna (1868), the Spanish Ellas (1851) and
La Mujer (1871), as well as the British editions The English Woman’s Journal
(1858) and The Women'’s Penny Paper (1888), that tried hard to underline the
aforementioned goals and support the relevant claims.!

The systematic questioning of women’s role in Greece appeared at the
same time as it coincided with the creation of three newspapers which
wanted to boost the feminist discourse of the epoch. In 1867, Penelopy

1 For these feminine editions see Crawford, 2001; Easley, Gill & Rodgers, 2019; Sullerot, 1966, pp.
88-122; Dolle Endlich, Golling & Hering, 1988; Marrades, 1978, pp. 89-134; Requena Hidalgo,
2014; Mitchell, 2014.
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Lazaridoy founded the monthly Athenian journal OaAswx (Thalia) that
aimed to encourage gender equality. In 1845, Efrosyni Samartzidou pub-
lished three or four issues of Kuyén (Kipseli) in Constantinople. In 1870,
Emilia Ktena-Leontias produced a corresponding edition in the capital
of the ottoman empire, with the title EvpiSixn (Eurydice), since she wanted
to enhance feminine political and social advancement (Ilepiokomto, 5
March 1987).

These newspapers had however a fragmentary nature as they did not
formulate a comprehensive feminist critique. H Egnuepic twv Kvptwv (The
Newspaper of the Ladies), which was issued by Kallirroi Parren in 1887, can
therefore be considered as the first important women’s publication that
was founded in Greece. The Greek case hence corresponded with the
rest European context despite the fact that it had a lower level of indus-
trialization, less women in the factories and a much smaller female par-
ticipation in the country’s economic life that played a very crucial role
in the emergence and the advancement of feminism (ExAafevitn, 1988,

p-13).

H Epnuepis twv Kvpiwv (The Newspaper of the Ladies) stood at the forefront
of the liberationist movement since it supported women’s claims until
1917. The first feminist wave ended around 1920 but Greek women, like
most European women, continued to publish new editions in order to ex-
amine their social position and underline their central demands. They
created the following papers: Agitio Tov Avkeiov EAApvidwv (Bulletin of Wom-
en’s Lyceum) within 1920; Eda Nixijtpia (Eve Winner) and EAAnvic (Greek Woman)
in 1921; O Aywvag ¢ Tvvadkag (Woman'’s Struggle) within 1922; SociaAiotixng
Zwn (The Socialist Life) in 1928; E@nuepic twv Ivvaukdv (Women’s Newspaper)
within 1929; @suviotikn (Feminist) and E@nuepic twv EAAnvidwv (Greek Wom-
en’s Newspaper) in 1930 (Kuptaxidou, 2001, pp. 67-96 & EAedaving, 1979, pp.
363-364).

The feminine journals that were created after WWI changed, in some
way, their nature because they acquired a more collective character
which differed from the writings of the previous years. Women were

11
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now fighting through unions to overcome the discriminations, gain the
legal right to vote and obtain better job prospects. In the first decade,
especially, (1920-1930) they prioritized these matters because they con-
sidered them to be of primary importance for the wellbeing, the gradual
advancement and the substantial evolution of their gender.

But in the second decade of the Interwar period, after 1930, two diver-
gent tendencies arose that revealed the main differences within the
feminist movement, divided it even more and separated it between two
basic political alliances. The radical women supported the so-called
progressive or procommunist forces while the rest endorsed the tradi-
tional civic formations. Therefore they created a Manichaean approach
that halted any cooperation or joint action of the Greek women who had
to choose ideological sides to navigate through an era of rapid demo-
cratic decrease.

The decline of liberalism, the evolution of socialism, the rise of fascism
and the looming threat of war left two main choices for Greek feminists:
either to limit their political involvement and try to keep their status or
to adjust their struggle to the causes of democracy and socialism striv-
ing to advance the preceding feminist movement. Some leading figures
started to abandon women'’s organizations in order to join the Commu-
nist Party of Greece (K.K.E.) that changed its skeptical stance towards
domestic feminism since it had to promote the policy of popular fronts
following the international communist line (ABSeAd xat Yappd, 1985,
PPp. 17-34, 43-54, 66-67, 93-96).

These developments were nevertheless interrupted by the harsh dic-
tatorship of Ioannis Metaxas which restricted the feminist movement
and shut down some women’s newspapers because they would not em-
brace the new social order. On August 5, 1936, just one day after the es-
tablishment of the regime, the Hellenic Police dishanded, for instance,
the Association for Women’s Rights, sealed its premises, confiscated its
records and seized all the old issues of Aywvag tn¢ Ivaixag (Woman’s Strug-
gle) that could be found in the offices (®apdxog, 1980, p. 162).
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Several leftist women turned to illegality since they wanted to avoid ar-
rests, imprisonments and exiles, escape torture, reinforce the resistance
and fight against the dictatorship that hastened to suppress the domes-
tic clandestine publications because they constituted a significant risk.
These women did not issue any feminine newspapers but they probably
assisted the 22 illegal journals that were established throughout those
four years (IlamtaBavaciov, 2011, pp. 6-14).

Women'’s war and postwar newspapers

This situation changed during the Second World War and the Axis Oc-
cupation of Greece (April 1941-October 1944) when Greek women estab-
lished about 18 newspapers to combine the resistance with the feminist
issues. The National Liberation Front (E.A.M.), which was the largest
anti-fascist organization of that time, issued four publications: I'ivaixeia
Apaon (Female Action) within 1942, ®wvn ¢ I'vvaikac (Woman’s Voice) within
1943, Povpehiwtioon (Woman from Roumeli) and Zvvaywviotpux (Female Co-fight-
er) within 1944.

E.P.O.N. (United Panhellenic Organization of Youth), which issued the
majority of the Hellenic clandestine publications, founded EAevfgpn
Kpntixomovda (Free Young Woman from Creta) in 1943, ZovAiwtomovda (Young
Woman from Souli) and EAei0speg Néeg (Free Young Women) in 1944. The Na-
tional Solidarity (EBvikr) AAAnAeyyun) established two feminine news-
papers that had the title Mava (Mother) within 1943, Mava twv Guudtwy
(Mother of the Victims) and Mava tov Aot (Mother of the People) within 1944.

Some feminine schools and other resistance organizations, which were
much smaller, published ®wvi ¢ Néag (The Voice of Young Woman) in 1942,
EAevOepn EAAnvida (Free Greek Woman), EAevfepn KpntikomoUAa (Free Young
Woman from Crete), Eueic (We) and ZovAwtiooa (Woman from Souli) within 1943,
Hrepwtiooo (Woman from Epirus) and Agitio tov Avkeiov EAAnvidwv (Bulletin of
Women’s Lyceum) in 1944 which was the last year of the Axis Occupation.

Unfortunately, we do not have much information on these journals as

no relevant study has been conducted yet. However, we do know that

13
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this period “democratized” and radicalized the war since it did not dis-
tinguish between combatants and civilians because everybody could
take part in the resistance. Women, although they did not play a central
role, marched in the liberated territories, became objects of admiration
and symbols of the “new woman” (BOyAng, 2012, pp. 311-312).

During the Occupation, they entered the political scene and the public
sphere as they participated in demonstrations, transferred printed stuff
and joined solidarity committees. Their involvement in the E.A.M. (Na-
tional Liberation Front) organizations reached 40% in certain areas but
it was only 20% in the Communist Party of Greece. Most of them had
auxiliary duties (mainly nurses, guards, carriers, suppliers and para-
medics) albeit there were some cases where they joined voluntarily the
women’s military units and the School for Reserve Officers that were
managed by E.L.A.S. (Greek People’s Liberation Army) (BepBeviwtn,
2013, pp. 302-304).

The role of women advanced after the liberation of Greece, that was
completed in October, 1944. The Greek Communist Party emphasized,
for example, feminine issues due to the role they held throughout the
Occupation and the political contribution they could have. “They will
obtain the same political and social rights as men”, mentioned its re-
newed program. “A popular democracy cannot be established and pre-
served without their emancipation” (K.K.E., 1981, pp. 27-28).

The women of Epirus continued issuing Hrepwtiooa (Woman from Epirus)
thatwas circulated (atleast) until March 1945. The last saved issue, which
was published that month, urged women to preserve their achieve-
ments during the Occupation period, to secure their accomplishments,
to celebrate International Women’s Day, to claim proper food for chil-
dren and their right to vote that was essential for their freedom and
their disentanglement (Hrepwtiooa, 5 March 1945).

H Mdve tov Aot (Mother of the People), which was published by the Nation-
al Solidarity until 1946, enhanced the aforementioned feminist rhetoric
since it sought adequate nutrition for young children, suitable medical
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care, clothing, support for the rural populations, release and amnesty
for the procommunist political prisoners, reconstruction of the coun-
try, immediate confinement of the paramilitary organizations, cessa-
tion of the anticommunist “white terror”, reinforcement of the domes-

tic organization and instantaneous withdrawal of the foreign powers.?

These two aforementioned newspapers were initially issued during the
epoch of the Occupation. The women of the first postwar years found-
ed additional journals to highlight the problems and the claims of their
gender. The female political prisoners of the National Resistance Move-
ment established, for example, PvAakiouévny Aywviotpia (Imprisoned Female
Fighter) that aimed to present the daily life of the leftist incarcerated
women (QuAakiousvn Aywviotpie, 1 May 1946).

The women who left Greece in order to avoid the “white terror” issued
two newspapers because they wanted to propagate the procommunist
ideology. Those who went to Bulkes of Yugoslavia established Aaixn
Aywviotpia (People’s Female Fighter) which aimed to underline the equali-
ty that they had achieved through communism and promote women'’s
emancipation, human rights, anti-fascism and peace. Those who fled to
Albania to join the Democratic Army and participate in the Civil War
printed Toawpyitioon (Brigade Woman) which emphasized the feminine
contributions and advance their status in the postwar socialist coun-
tries of Eastern Europe.®

The previous five newspapers constituted just a small part of the 309
legal, semilegal or entirely illegal leftist publications that were issued
during the postliberation years (October 1944-March 1946) and the first
period of the Greek Civil War (April 1946-December 1947). These jour-
nals, whether issued in Greece or abroad, praised feminine resistance

2 For these political claims see Mava tov Aaxov, 10 June 1945; Mdava tov Ao, 28 June 1945; Mava
Tov Aot 12 July 1945; Mave Tov Aaov, 9 August 1945; Mava tov Aaov, 30 August 1945; Mava tov
Aaov, 22 September 1945; Mdva tov Aaov, 20 November 1945; Mdva tov Aaot, 22 December 1945;
Mave tov Aaot, 1 March 1946.

3 For these newspapers that were published in the East-European countries see Aaixn Aywvioctpla,
10 August 1946; Aaikn Aywviotpia, 7 December 1946; Aaixn Aywviotpie, March 1947; Talwapyitiooa,
6 September 1947.

15
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activities, honored feminist and labor anniversaries, commended wom-
en’s position under communism, and advocated for the expansion of the
relevant rights in order to achieve full equality, parity and equity with
men.

Women'’s Civil War newspapers

Greek women played a supplementary role throughout the first two
years of the Civil War (April 1946-December 1947) since they were pri-
marily working as nurses, carriers, cooks, launderers etc. Most of them
did not really participate in the factual combats. From 1948 nevertheless
this started to change due to the leftist forces which introduced a man-
datory conscription of women in an attempt to overcome the numerical
deficit of the Democratic Army. More than 30% of the combatants and
70% of the auxiliary staff consisted of women during 1949 (BoyAng, 2012,
PPp. 315-316 & BepPeviwtn, 2008, pp. 345-346).

These women issued 15 out of the 132 partisan publications that were es-
tablished between 1947 and 1949. One of them (Ta&pyitioon) was found-
ed in 1947 and the rest in 1948 and 1949. The number of these editions
(approximately 11.3%) is rather adequate considering the position of
women and the important technical difficulties. These figures appear
even more revealing if we assess that they surpassed, both in figures
and proportion, the feminine newspapers which were printed during
the Spanish Civil War - although Greece had much less population.*

The Democratic Army of Greece established nine newspapers altogeth-
er: 10Asmto ¢ Nvaikag (Woman’s 10 minutes), Maxnhtpie tn¢ Asvtepiag (Female
Freedom Warrior), Mayntptoe tov MaAt Mdadt (Female Warrior of Mali Madi),
Osooatiwtiooa (Woman from Thessaly), Ilaptieves Tov Bitot (Female Partisans of
Vitst), HAéktpa (Electra), ITaptiloevar (Female Partisan) and a couple of guerilla
publications which had the title Aywviotpix (Female Fighter).

4 One of the most significant women’s journals in Spain, if not the only, was Mujeres Libres that was
issued by the homonymous anarchist-inspired organization in order to promote their emanci-
pation, their political equality, their education and economic independence. For this newspaper
see Axehopnepy, Kdmlav & Ovihig, 1988, pp. 71-76. For an overview of the Republican editions
that were printed during the Spanish Civil War see Diaz-Balart, 1992.
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The Panhellenic Democratic Union of Greece (II.A.E.T'.) founded May1ntpix
(Fernale Warrior) which was the most important feminine edition. The
Democratic Organization of Greek Women in Egypt published EAAnviSa
(Greek Woman). Women who fled to Bulgaria created Aywviotpix (Fernale
Fighter), those who lived in South Greece issued Aywviotpia (Female Fighter)
and the Slavomacedonian women established Nova Makedonka (New Mace-
donian Woman) which was a bilingual journal as it utilized the Greek and
the corresponding Slavic language side by side to facilitate the commu-
nication among the leftist guerillas (Nova Makedonka, 1 March 1948).

Most of them, unlike various Spanish cases, were formed in rural or
mountainous territories in Macedonia and Thrace, Egypt, Albania or
Bulgaria since the Democratic Army did not manage to seize control
of any major Greek city. The majority had two or four pages and were
published every week, every two weeks or every month because it was
difficult to find adequate newsprint or sufficient stuff. They normally
created several hundred or a few thousand copies - except for Mayntpia
(Female Warrior) which allegedly had larger circulation. Some produced a
few issues and disappeared while others, like the latter one, were print-
ed until the end of the Civil War.®

These journals were written by educated Greek and occasionally Sla-
vomacedonian women who were teachers, journalists, feminists or in-
tellectuals, members and volunteers of the K.K.E. and the Democratic
Army. Some were founded by II.A.E.T. that resembled the Union of Dem-
ocratic Women of the Spanish Civil War since both had very powerful
connections with the respective communist parties. Nonetheless we
still do not know most of them and we cannot specify their identities be-
cause they usually did not sign their articles as they used pseudonyms
or the initials of their names in order to avoid possible reprisals against
their relatives.

5 For Mayntpix (Female Warrior) see T{ouBaidg, 2018, vol. 2, pp. 252-253 & Aalapibov, 2010, pp.
209-218. For the procommunist newspapers that were established by II.A.E.T. see Mat6aiov &
TToAépun, 2003, pp. 72-73.

17
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“This newspaper will be written by women for women, men and the
rest of the people”, declared the first issue of Aywviotpix (Female Fighter)
which was published by the Democratic Women of Southern Greece. But
the truth is that they were chiefly aimed at women. These publications
were usually read collectively in the evenings, after other daily chores,
to address the high rates of female illiteracy, fill leisure time, analyze
the news and educate uneducated women - mainly those who were con-
scripted from the villages and those who left rural areas to escape the
“white terror”, the military operations of the National Army and the rest

government measures.®

The texts and the articles of these publications utilized a simple and
understandable vocabulary because they wanted to reach all women,
whether they were educated or not. Their tone was slightly milder com-
pared to the other editions although they used several negative terms
(fascists, monarchist-fascists, reactionaries etc.) to describe their oppo-
nents. They also employed an emotional language to present the feel-
ings of women (care, love, joy etc.) - something that did not happen with
men. They usually applied the third person singular to portray the ac-
tions of a female co-fighter, the third person plural to highlight the col-
lectiveness of the Democratic Army and the first person singular to un-
derline a testimony or appeal to the public sentiment.

The quality varied, of course, from one journal to another, as some pub-
lications, like Mayntpix (Female Warrior), hosted several noteworthy anal-
yses, while others did not exceed mediocrity. This issue depended, after
all, on the political, ideological, educational and social backgrounds of
the writers, the availability of the relevant books, the punctual access
to the daily news and the level of their technical means. It should none-
theless be noted that there were various journalists and publishers who
sought to receive the necessary feedback because they strived to assess
the strengths and the weaknesses of these editions and gain more social

influence.

6 For the target groups and the collective reading see Aywvioctpwx, 12 February 1949; 10Aento
¢ Tvvaikag, 1 June 1948; Pilooncotng, 12 February 1997; Katorg, 2003, vol. 6, pp. 90-91;
Amootoldmoulog, 1998, pp. 85-87.
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Some newspapers attempted, for instance, to develop their distribution
and their circulation as they faced significant challenges in the territo-
ries that were not controlled by their forces or the communist Balkan
states. Almost all editions also wanted additionally to improve their ap-
pearance, utilize better fonts and include slogans, sketches, caricatures
and political cartoons, sometimes successfully and sometimes not, in
order to strengthen the reading experience, create the desired climate,
attract greater attention, emphasize the demands of the procommunist
coalition, simplify and clarify their central messages and promote their
multiple goals.

Topics, objectives and goals

The objectives of the women’s partisan newspapers resembled the goals
that were expressed by the respective publications of the Spanish Civil
War since they aimed to boost the morale of the fighters, disseminate
the orders of the General Staff, commemorate certain historical and
labor anniversaries, emphasize the significance of wartime vigilance,
condemn the violent crimes of the opposite alliance, denounce the tar-
geting of civilian populations, impact public opinion and underscore
the political or ideological support of the friendly foreign forces.’

The Hellenic editions had some additional objectives that were adapted
to the particularities of the domestic situation. Some journals aimed, for
example, to highlight the internal competition (ApAAa) among wom-
en’s military formations in order to boost their performance. Others
tried to proselyte girls who were conscripted or had escaped from the
“white terror” and the National Army. Ot ITapti{eves tov Bitot (Female Par-
tisans of Vitsi) motivated the feminine guerillas to speak out during the
military assemblies and Mayntpix (Female Fighter) sought to describe the

7  For the objectives of the Greek papers see ITapti{ttves Tov Bitot, 24 July 1949; HAéktper, 25 March
1949; HAgxtpar, 9 August 1949; Mayntpwa, 18 April 1949; Mayntpw, 5 May 1949; Mayntpie, 10 June
1949. For the mission of the Spanish journals see Diaz-Balart, 1992, pp. 120-122; AKEAGUTEPYX,
Kdmhav & Ovii, 1988, pp. 75-77.
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leftist positions regarding the feminist issues and their liberation from
the oppression.®

H Aywviotpiwx (Female Fighter) comes to serve the struggle of the woman
from Southern Greece and has the ambition to become the herald that will
transmit a militant signal, whether holding a weapon in the ranks of the
Democratic Army or living and combating in the enslaved cities and vil-
lages. It aims to convey the pulse of the fighting women and the warriors.
It aims to assist their militant ascents, improve their martial performances
and their cooperation with the male guerillas (Aywviotpie, 12 February
1949).

The usual demands for political rights occupied less journalistic space
for three central reasons: a) these publications claimed that there was
already complete political equality and equivalence between men and
women within the leftist coalition b) they stated that they would extend
these rights across Greece very soon hecause they would prevail in the
Civil War c) they operated in a fluid theoretical international framework
since the first (political and legal) feminist wave had essentially been
terminated but the next one (sexuality, gender and social roles, discrim-
inations in education and workplaces etc.) had not yet begun.

H Moyntpux (Fermale Warrior) accused, for example, the opponent camp and
the Radio Station of Athens that they announced an upcoming granting
of voting rights to Greek women because they simply wanted to distract
the United Nations. Its female compatriots of Egypt blamed the “reac-
tionary forces” because they were attempting to maintain their gender
ataderogatory position despite their substantial contribution in the last
years. Nova Makedonka aimed to see all women enjoying the same social
status as the women of the Democratic Army of Greece.’

The subjects and the topics of women’s newspapers were aligned with the
aforementioned goals since they aimed to depict the wartime actions of
the female fighters and highlight their required rights. In parallel, they

8 IHaptui{tves tov Bitot, 24 July 1949; HAéxktpa, 30 June 1949; Mayntpi, 12 December 1948.
9  Mayntpie, 5 April 1949; EAAnviSer, 3 October 1949; Nova Makedonka, 1 March 1948.
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praised the women who excelled in the battles against the enemy, hailed
those who received medals of bravery and honored the leftist heroines
who sacrificed their lives during the last ten years in order to underline
several exemplary examples, promote their social and political goals,
set proper standards and foster the unity among the fighting women.

The feminine journals aimed to enhance this unity since it could seam-
lessly integrate new women, improve their daily lives, prevent several
problems and empower their wartime actions. The Democratic Army
was now their new family. The senior and older women tried to create
the appropriate atmosphere and these editions published some rele-
vant dialogues to disseminate this fact. “We will be together, you will
get used to it and together we’ll build the trench, together we’ll go into
battle”, underscored a pertinent text. “The sun sets in the west, elders
and youngers, together we will set up the dance” (Maxnpwx, 10 Septem-
ber 1948).

These partisan newspapers nevertheless urged the younger women to
strictly follow orders, adhere to the hierarchy and maintain the disci-
pline in order to create better results. That is why they had to execute
the instructions of the female political commissioners which were sup-
posed to understand the life and the particular needs of those girls, look
after their health, oversee their behavior and advance their political ed-
ucation (Mayntpla g Agvtepuag, 22 July 1949).

These publications also encouraged additionally women to obtain an
open role, to meet their female counterparts in a deeper way, to join left-
wing feminine organizations, to exchange knowledge, to gain various
political experiences and develop close interpersonal relationships, to
strengthen unity and become fulfilled individuals. In parallel, they tried
to enhance their extroversion by describing the Greek participation in

international women’s conferences, they presenting the developments

10 Forthesubjects, the fields and the topics of the Greek leftist publications see 10Aenrto tng I'vvaikag,
1 June 1948; Mayntpwax tng Agvtepias, 22 July 1949; Iaptidve, 26 July 1949; Osooaiwitiooa, 4 Au-
gust 1949; ITapti{ttves Tov Bitat, 24 July 1949; Mayntpix tov MaAt Mddt, 20 July 1949; Moxrtpie, 10
September 1948.
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in the European women’s movement, reposting external journalistic
texts and publishing several messages of solidarity from foreign femi-

nistorganizations.!

The women’s newspapers of the procommunist coalition concurrently
sought to strengthen the relations between the two genders of the Dem-
ocratic Army. However, they also tried to set clear boundaries, specif-
ic margins and precise distances in order to minimize the sexual re-
lationships between them and refute the accusations of the opponents
that utilized the strength of the anticommunist journals to question the
erotic propriety and the ethics of the female partisans.’?

These editions also paralleled the combative skills of men and women
by publishing various texts which praised the decorated women and the
female officers who received military distinctions. But they did not con-
demn publicly their absence from the highest military ranks, the male
guerillas and leftist officers who undervalued their fighting abilities and
their exclusion from the Provisional Democratic Government (II.A.K.)
that was founded by the procommunist coalition to run their territories
(BOyAng, 2012, p. 327 & Mayntpia, 8 December 1948).

It should nonetheless be noted that no journal of the Democratic Army
reached the extent of the Republican Spanish newspaper Presente (Period-
ico de la 31 Brigada Mixta) which mentioned: “The words are feminine.
The deeds are masculine. Always be masculine that means act always. A
mistake in action is worth more than a truth spoken”. The chief political
commissioner of the Greek guerrilla forces encouraged, on the contrary,
his warriors to approach women, help them to overcome their difficul-
ties, support them, enhance them and consolidate their self-confidence
(Diaz-Balart, 1992, p. 124 & Koupovviotikn EmiBewpnon, 1 September 1947).

11 For these common journalistic efforts see HAéktpa, 7 February 1949; Aywviotpia, 12 February
1949; Aywviotpie, 18 April 1949; Aywviotpi, 9 September 1949; Mayntpix, 10 September 1948;
Moyntpw, 13 January 1949.

12 For the interpersonal relationships between the men and the women of the procommunist forr
ces see Mapyapitng, 2001, vol. 2, pp. 254-255; BOyAng, 2004, pp. 193-194. For the stance of the
women’s partisan newspapers towards the opponent soldiers and the officers of the National
Army of Greece see Aywviotpia, January 1949.
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O Anuoxpatixog Xtpatog (The Democratic Army), that constituted the most sig-
nificant military publication of the procommunist alliance, urged the
male warriors to avoid treating their female co-fighters in a demeaning
way because they struggled alongside them, in life and death, under the
same conditions. H E&punon (The Expedition), an equally important leftist
newspaper, also praised the mothers, the spouses, the siblings and the
girls which wished for the immediate end of the fratricide destruction,
the instantaneous cessation of the bloodshed and the saving of their
children’s lives (Anuoxpatixéc Stpatic, November 1948 & E&opunon, 1 March
1948).

This leftist rhetoric stopped after the end of the Civil War (29 August
1949) and the final defeat of the Democratic Army although there were
two editions outside Greece which continued for a short period of time.
H Aywviotpix (Female Fighter), that was issued by the II.A.E.T. branch in Bul-
garia, circulated at least six issues because it wanted to continue its rea-
soning and support the struggle of the procommunist women. H EAApvida
(Greek Woman) released at least four more issues since it tried to promote
the rights of Greek women in Egypt and engage in a crucial and substan-
tial self-criticism that would be quite beneficial for the future.®

Conclusions

The women’s partisan publications that were issued during the Greek
Civil War did not suddenly emerge since they obviously continued the
work of the newspapers which began to be published in the 19% cen-
tury. These editions followed the increasing politicization of the Inter-
war period, suffered from the Metaxas dictatorship, participated in the
harsh resistance of the Second World War, faced the persecutions of the
domestic “white terror” and struggled to strengthen the leftist coalition
that opposed the anticommunist postwar Hellenic governments.
13 For more see Aywviotpia, 9 September 1949; Aywviotpix, 14 November 1949; Aywviotpta, 11 De-
cember 1949; Aywviotpux, 3 March 1950; EAAnvida, 5 September 1949, EAAnvide, 12 September
1949; EAAnvide, 26 September 1949; EAAnviSa, 3 October 1949. For the Voice of Woman (Pwvij tng

TI'vvaixeg) and the rest journals of the political refugees that were established in the socialist
countries of Eastern Europe see Matfaiov & IToAépn, 2003.
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However, the women’s partisan newspapers differed from the Interwar
editions which had many diversities, contradictions, conflicts and in-
consistencies because they belonged to distinct groups. The journals of
the Civil War, which followed the respective publications of the Occupa-
tion, used, on the contrary, a unified, obedient and disciplined journal-
ism because they followed the Greek Communist Party and the rest left-
ist political formations of the anti-government coalition.

The women’s partisan journals argued that there was an obvious chron-
ological and geographical rupture as colossal changes had occurred
since the Second World War. Prewar women and those who resided in
the “enslaved” Greece were described as female individuals that lacked
equality, legal rights and equal opportunities because they lived under
an oppressive regime. The women of “free” Greece were, conversely,
shown as liberated, independent and integrated persons who enjoyed
full legal, social and economic rights and the same status as men.

The partisan publications did not reproduce the stereotypes which sug-
gested that they belonged to the civilian population with the children
and the elderly. They also did not see themselves as victims who could
not bear arms, as weak and vulnerable people who were forcibly con-
scripted by the communist leadership. The feminine wartime involve-
ment tried to deconstruct the “male qualities of the soldier” although
it encouraged the Greek female guerillas to fight like men and offered
them several “masculine” bravery awards (BoyAng, 2004, pp. 306, 311,
329-332).

The women’s partisan journals wanted to provide ideological guidance,
strengthen the personal relationships among them, manage their emo-
tions, promote the feminist rhetoric, present a new paradigm, demon-
strate the distinct social perspective of the opponents and transform the
female subjectivity. However, they did not overturn various traditional
gender viewpoints as they reproduced multiple male perceptions and
the male division of labor. “The female writing, although crucial, rarely
deviated from the predominant line”, underlined, for example, a female
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historian. “It was a dedicated and loyal political action that obeyed the
prevailing authority - predominantly male” (BepBeviwtn, 2008, p. 347).

Unfortunately, it is difficult to estimate the impact and the influence of
these publications since it concerns an issue that cannot be assessed
easily due to the lack of more data and testimonials. It seems howev-
er that they strengthened women’s unity, explained the organizational
structures, supported the chain of command, reduced the female illiter-
acy, enhanced the political and ideo-logical education but they did not
manage to affect significantly all the subjects they addressed. The pub-
lishers and the journalists of these partisan newspapers were nonethe-
less very proud of them and they aimed to improve this crucial task as
much as possible.

It should additionally be noted that the journalistic and the communica-
tive activity of the female partisans constituted only a fraction of their
overall propaganda efforts. They wrote multiple slogans on clean walls,
they utilized loudspeakers to recruit enemy soldiers or neutral civil-
ians, they created, printed and distributed thousands of proclamations,
leaflets and tracts in order to promote the political line of the leftist coa-
lition and achieve their aforementioned goals.

The female journalistic and propaganda activity of the Civil War was pos-
itive according to the partizan publications and the leftist perspective of
that period. The French poet Paul Eluard dedicated the following short
poem to Mayntpia (Female Warrior) because he wanted to honor the com-
municative work of the feminine parts: “To my Greek sisters: Sisters of
mine in Greece, oh, brave women / You formed an alliance against death
/ Oh, my dear and immortal ones / You risk your lives so that life may
exist / The day has dawned, oh, sisters of mine / When we will laugh at
the word war / the word misery, because you will have won” (Mayntpic,
10 June 1949).
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Aspekte té Hartés sé Paré te
Shqipérisé me Toponimastikeé
né Gjuhén Shqipe (1902)

Xherardo Nikjari

Abstrakt: Pérgjaté shekujve hartografé, historiané dhe institucione nga vende té ndryshme evropiane
dhe té botés kané botuar shumé harta dhe atlase, ku tregohet pérhapja gjeografike e shqiptaréve dhe e
Shqipérisé né hapésiré. Ndonése kéto harta jané njé pasuri e madhe me vleré hartografike e sidomos
historike, té cilat faktojné etniné e lashté autoktone té shqiptaréve né Ballkan, asnjéra syresh nuk ishte
né gjuhén shqipe, por né gjuhén e hartograféve té huaj qé i pérpunuan. Botimi i hartés sé paré té trevave
shqiptare me toponimastiké né gjuhén shqipe mé 1902 shénon njé moment té madh historik pasi themeloi
fushén e hartografisé shqiptare. Ky punim merr né shqyrtim réndésiné historike, gjeografike, gjuhésore
dhe kulturore té késaj arritjeje té padyté. Harta qe fryt i njé bashképunimi té begaté gjaté Rilindjes
Kombétare Shqiptare midis spanjollit Don Juan Pedro de Aladro Kastrioti, i mbiquajtur nga shqiptarét Gjin
Aladro Kastrioti dhe Faik bej Konicés, themeluesit edhe redaktorit té revistés rilindése “Albania”. Punimi
merr pér heré té paré né analizé vecorité hartografike dhe gjeografike té hartés sé paré me toponimastiké
né shqip té vitit 1902. Mes shumé té dhénave pérshkrimore té késaj vepre hartografike shquhet shtrirja
e trungut etnik shqiptar né Ballkanin Peréndimor gjaté fillimviteve 1900. Pér mé tepér, ky punim do té
pérshkruajé edhe ndihmesén e pashlyeshme qé dha njé nga gjeografét mé té shquar botéroré té asaj kohe,
Elisée Reclus, né drejtimin e grupit t& punés qé u mor me ndértimin e hartés sé paré té Shqipérisé me
toponimastiké né gjuhén shqipe.

Fjalé kyce: Gjin Aladro Kastrioti, Faik bej Konica, Elisée Reclus, Shkodér, harté e Shqipérisé, toponimastiké
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Abstract: Over the ages, cartographers, historians, and institutions from diverse European nations and
beyond have produced numerous maps and atlases, illustrating the spatial distribution of Albanians and
Albania. While these maps hold significant cartographic and historical value, showcasing the ancient
authentic ethnicity of Albanians in the Balkans, none have been in Albanian but rather in the languages
of foreign cartographers who compiled them. The publication of the first map of Albanian territories
with Albanian toponymy in 1902 marks a pivotal historical moment, establishing Albanian cartography.
This paper delves into the historical, geographical, linguistic, and cultural importance of this notable
achievement. The map was the product of a fruitful collaboration during the Albanian National Awakening
between Don Juan Pedro de Aladro Kastrioti, known to Albanians as Gjin Aladro Kastrioti, and Faik
bey Konica, the founder and editor of the Albanian National Awakening magazine “Albania”. The paper
examines the cartographic and geographical characteristics of the first map with Albanian toponymy from
1902. Noteworthy among the descriptive data of this cartographic work is the extent of the ethnic Albanian
presence in the Western Balkans during the early 1900s. Additionally, this paper will detail the invaluable
assistance provided by Elisée Reclus, one of the foremost geographers of the time, in guiding the working
group involved in constructing the first map of Albania with Albanian toponymy.

Keywords: Gjin Aladro Kastrioti, Faik bej Konica, Elisée Reclus, Shkodér, map of Albania, toponymy

Hyrje

Viti 1902 pérbén njé daté té réndésishme né historiné e hartografisé
shqiptare, pasiqé pérkon me botimin e hartés sé paré té trevave shqip-
tare me toponimastiké né shqip (Figura 1) (Konica, 1902: 104). Kjo arrit-
je e vyer me vleré jo vetém historike, gjeografike, gjuhésore, kulturore,
e cila barte edhe vleré t€ cmuar né fushén didaktike, pérbénte kulmin
e njé bashképunimi té gjeré midis spanjollin Don Juan Pedro de Aladro
Kastrioti (1845-1914) me Faik bej Konicén (1875-1942) (Skéndi, 1967,
Pp.318-320) themeluesin edhe drejtuesin riosh té revistés “Albania”, e cila
sipas bhiografit té paré té Konicés, Jup Kastrati, “ka qené e pérkohshmja
mé e miré e periudhés sé Rilindjes Kombétare dhe njé nga mé té mirat
e historisé sé shtypit periodik shqiptar” (Kastrati, 2022, pp.124). I pari, i
njohur ndryshe né historiografiné shqiptare si Gjin Aladro Kastrioti ose
Don Aladro (Konica, 1907, pp.74),' ishte njé fisnik nga Andaluzia, ish-dip-
lomat i shquar e njéherésh tregtar g€ zotéronte njé kompani t€ madhe
verérash né Spanjé, i cili, me idené se rridhte nga heroi kombétar shqip-
tar (n€ degé mémeésore) - Gjergj Kastrioti-Skénderbeu - hodhi pretendi-
min e tij pér fronin e Shqipérisé né kapércyell té shekullit XX (Clayer,

1 Ky éshté varianti i shqipéruar i emrit Juan me autor Faik Konicén. Ai e bindi aristokratin span-
joll gé té pérdorte kété variant né shtypin shqiptar. “...Kur i keshillova Aladros t'a shciperoje
emerin e tij, “Juan de Aladro™n e bera “Ghini i Aladros...”.
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2012: 380; Lopez, 2002, pp.209-210). Edhe pse duhet theksuar se nuk ishte
njé kandidat zyrtar (Redaksia, 1903, pp.6).

Kjo harté pérbén njé vepér té genésishme monumentale me vleré té
pamohueshme shkencore e cila doli né drité né vazhdén e projekteve
té shumta atdhedashése gé sendértuan figura té spikatura té Rilindjes
Kombétare Shqiptare. Harta e Shqipéris€ me toponimastiké né shqip
e 1902-shit krahas sé geni njé vepér me réndési té shuméfishté, nxjerr
né pah edhe rrekjet e dyshes Aladro-Konica pér té cuar pérpara njé nga
pikat mé kryesore té ¢éshtjes shqiptare qé ishte pérlindja intelektua-
lo-kulturore e popullit shqiptar (Arkivi Qendror Shtetéror i Republikés
sé Shqipérisé [mé tej A.Q.Sh.], Fondi [mé tej F.] 35, Viti [mé tej V.] 1902,
Dosja [mé tej D.] 143, fleté [mé tej fl.] 1).2

2 Sipas njé proklamate té shpallur nga Don Gjin Aladro Kastrioti né janar té€ 1902-shit, mes té
tjerash ai nénvizon réndésiné qé duhet t'u kushtohet shkollave shqipe nga veprimtarét e Léviz-
jes Kombétare Shqiptare. Ndérsa pér Faik Konicén zhvillimi i kulturés dhe i 1évrimit té gjuhés
amtare shqipe pérbénin pikat kryesore té botékuptimit té vet si rilindés, pse ato sipas tij do t’i
jepnin hov Rilindjes Kombétare. Shih Kastrati, 2022: 126-127.
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Figura 1.

Bashképunimi i begaté Aladro-Konica, 1901-1902

Bashképunimi midis Gjin Aladro Kastriotit dhe Faik Konicés z€ fill né
mesgershorin e 1901-shit, kur ky i fundit viziton spanjollin né Paris
(Andrea, 2020: 484-486). Ai ishte vendosur né kété qytet me daljen né
pension nga karriera e tij e gjaté si diplomat né shérbimin e jashtém té
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Mbretérisé s€ Spanjés (Fernoel, 1903: 101). Don Aladroja ishte futur me
té dyja kémbét né ¢éshtjen shqiptare me 1899 kur né kryeqytetin francez
i mbiquajturi Komiteti Shqiptar i Parisit e shpall até né ményré té hab-
itshme prijétar té Lévizjes Kombétare Shqiptare. Ky komitet, qé sub-
vencionohej nga spanjolli, ishte njé nga shumé organizatat shqiptare qé
ndihmoheshin financiarisht prej tij (Ferrer, 1902: 1; Nikaj, 2016, pp.117-
118).3 Meqenése Don Aladroja zotéronte njé pasuri tepér t€ madhe, ai
vendosi té ndihmonte me té holla botimin e periodikéve a té veprave té
ndryshme letrare né gjuhén shqipe dhe veprimtaré té zéshém shqiptaré
(Clayer, 2012, pp.381).

Midis bashképunimeve dhe marrédhénieve té shumta, té lulézuara qé
pati me shqiptaré té spikatur vecohet ai me Faik Konicén, edhe pse pér
njé periudhé té shkurtér dy vjecare, 1901-1902. Sipas historianit Kristo
Frashéri, revista politiko-kulturore “Albania” qé drejtonte Faik Konica
né Bruksel né té njézetat e tij, ishte “njé monument i 1€vizjes patriotike
rilindése”, g€ e béri Konicén jashté mase té€ njohur né qarqget shqiptare
anembané rruzullit, nga Amerika deri né Rumani (Jorgaqi, 2001 [Faik
Konica: Vepra 5], pp.176).

Nisur nga cilésité g€ gézonte “Albania” né€ syté e publikut intelektual-at-
dhetar shqiptar, Don Aladro vendos té krijojé lidhje me kryeredaktorin
e saj Faik Konica pér dy arsye. Sé pari pér ta shfrytézuar revistén e tij si
njé mjet informimi ku té popullarizonte personin e vet si pretendues i
fronit té njé principate té ardhshme shqiptare edhe sé dyti, g€ ishte mé
kryesorja, nga etja € kishte spanjolli pér té ndihmuar ¢éshtjen shqip-
tare veté (Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv/Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv,
Politisches Archiv XIV 12-3-1, fl, pp.30-31).*

3 Né gazetén e cituar té qytetit té Herezit, nga rridhte Don Aladroja, njoftohet se pas vendosjes
sé tij né Paris njé grup shqiptar e cakton até si kryetar té Lévizjes Kombétare. Mbéshtetur né
kujtimet e meshtarit Dom Ndoc Nikaj, i cili ishte njé prej bashképunétoréve mé jetégjaté té Don
Aladros, mund té hamendésojmé se ky grup ishte “Komiteti Shqyptar i Parigjit” qé mbéshtetej
financiarisht prej Gjin Aladro Kastriotit.

4 NEé njé relacion té datés 22 prill 1902, ambasadori austro-hungarez né Romé, Marius Freiherr
Pasetti-Angeli von Friedenburg, i pércjell ministrit t€ jashtém austro-hungarez, baronit Agenor
Maria Goluchowski, njé informacion t€ marré nga arbéreshi i njohur, Manilio Bennici. Sipas
dokumentit g€ po citojmé, deduktojmé se Bennici ishte njé agjent austriak. Relacioni citon njé
deklaraté me shkrim té béré nga pretenduesi spanjoll, Gjin Aladro Kastrioti, ku ai artikulon
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Disa nga arritjet e shénjuara té dyshes Aladro-Konica ishin: 1) themelimi i
“Cmimit Skanderbeg” prej 1 000 frangash g€ i jepej atij shkrimtari shqiptar i cili
kontribuonte mé tepér né pérsosjen e gjuhés sé shkruar shqipe, qé u fitua nga
meshtari shkodran Dom Ndoc Nikaj (Arkivi i Muzeut Historik Shkodér, Fondi:
Arkivi i Vjenés: 1902-1907, fl, pp69-70); 2) identifikimi i shqiptaréve té rinj
atdhedashés té cilét asokohe kishin nevojé pér mbéshtetje financiare
pér veprimtarité e tyre né shérbim té vendit, njéri syresh ishte edhe
piktori rilindés Theohar Gjini, qé Konica i rekomandoi té trokiste né
derén e Don Aladros pér ndonjé ndihmé (Hudhri, 2000, pp.155-162; A.Q.Sh.,
F. 13, V. 1902, D. 3, fl, pp.3-4)° dhe pér fund, 3) botimi i té parés harté té trev-
ave shqiptare me toponimastiké né shqip, qé shénjoi zenitin, e po ashtu edhe
mbylljen politikisht té detyruar té marrédhénies sé tyre. Te kjo e fundit do té

ndalemi shkurtimisht né fund té artikullit.

Rrugétimi i botimit té hartés sé paré té Shqipérisé
me toponimastiké né shqip, 1898-1902

Pér té njohur e pér té€ kuptuar né ményré térésore zhvillimin e idesé,
té projektit dhe té finalizimit té botimit té késaj vepre themelore har-
tografike shkruesi i kétyre radhéve ka shfrytézuar dy burime kryesore
historike: letérkémbimin e rregullt té Faik bej Konicés me késhilltarin

motivin e tij pér pérfshirjen né ¢éshtjen shqiptare. Aty Don Aladro thoté se motivi i vérteté i
pérfshirjes sé tij né ¢éshtjen shqiptare nuk éshté pérmbushja e aspiratés sé tij monarkike mé
shumé sesa kontributi gé mund té japé ai né pérparimin e céshtjes shqiptare. Né deklaratén
qé pérmendet né relacion, Don Aladroja s'ndihej aq shumé si njé pasardhés i Skénderbeut, pér
shkak se ai rridhte nga dinastia Kastrioti né degé femérore. Pér fund, né kété dokument té cituar
né relacionin e ambasadorit Pasetti shkruhet se Don Aladroja “duke gené i vetédijshém se kishte
njé piké gjaku shqiptari né venat e tij, nuk kishte si té mos investonte mendjen dhe pasuriné e
vet né ¢éshtjen shqiptare”.

5 Theohar Gjini njihet si njé ndér piktorét mé té spikatur té Rilindjes Kombétare Shqiptare. Ai
mbithirej “Piktori Mémédhetar” pér arsye se realizonte shumé piktura me figurén e Skénder-
beut. Talenti i tij, i frymézuar nga ndjenjat nacionaliste shqiptare té kohés, térhoqi vémendjen e
mjaft patriotéve shqiptaré si Asdreni, Sotir Peci, Nikolla Nago, Faik Konica, e tjeré. Ky i fundit,
né kohén kur Theohar Gjini kishte réné né véshtirési financiare, i sugjeron né njé letér té datés
29 janar 1902 qé t'i shkruaj Don Aladros pér t'i kérkuar para. Né fund té letrés Konica e késhillon:
“Né do, shkruaj-i dhe veté, Aladros, thuai se té holla duhen paké, e vetém pér dy viet.” Mbésh-
tetur né veprat e mévonshme pikturike té Theohar Gjini mund té deduktojmeé se ai iu drejtua
spanjollit pér ndihmé, i cili si duket i dha njé doré. Kjo pasi veprat me té cilat Theohar Gjini u
mor né 1902-shin ishin dy portrete té spanjollit ku ai pozonte me kostumin popullor shqiptar
dhe né njé tjetér pikturé mjaft ikonike pér kohén shfaqej portreti i Don Aladros pérballé atij té
Skénderbeut.
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e ministrit té jashtém austro-hungarez, baronin Julius Zwiedinek dhe
artikujt né revistén “Albania” (1908-1902) qé lidhen me hartén né fjalé.
Qémtimi i burimit té dyté dokumentar na ndihmon té zbardhim se
céshtja e té mbiquajturés “karte dheshkrimtare” (emértim i mbéshte-
tur né pérkthimin literal qé Konica i bén “hartés gjeografike” nga fréng-
jishtja) daton shumé mé herét sesa veté bashképunimi Aladro-Konica
(Vaugelas, 1902, pp.93).

Shtytja e Faik Konicés pér realizimin e pastaj botimin e njé harte té
Shqipérisé né gjuhén shqipe, €shté e gérshetuar me njé prej céshtjeve
kryesore qé artikuloi né revistén e tij “Albania”, dhe kjo ishte njésimi i
gjuhés shqipe, edhe pér géllime hartografike. Dijetari riosh Konica mori
ngasje jovetémnganevoja pér botimin e njé harte té Shqipérisé né€ shqip,
por edhe gé gjuha shqipe me té cilén do té shkruheshin njésité fiziko-
gjeografike té territoreve shqipfolése té ishte njé shqipe g€ té pérbash-
konte dy dialektet e médha té shqipes, gegérishten e toskérishten. Né njé
artikull té revistés “Albania” mé€ 1898, ai nxjerr disa vérenjte té pérpik-
ta gjuhésore mbi njésimin e emrave té qyteteve shqiptare, prej kétu
mund té deduktojmé zanafillén e projekt-idesé sé njé harte né gjuhén
amtare té Konicés, tejet t€ vlefshme pér fushén e albanologjisé edhe té
hartografisé shqiptare. Né kété artikull ai shkruan se né librat dhe né
hartat qé trajtojné Shqipérin€ emrat e qyteteve té gjinisé mashkullore
si Berati apo Prizreni dalin né trajtén e tyre té pashquar (domethéné
Berat dhe Prizren), ndérsa emrat e gjinisé femérore t€ qyteteve si Gja-
kova apo Janina jepen me trajté té shquar. Faik Konica hedh idené se
pér té shmangur gabimin e mésipérm emrat duhen shkruar késhtu, pra
sipas rastit né shqyrtim: Gjakové dhe Janiné. Njé rregull ky ¢é ndiqet
me pérpikmeéri nga hartografét shqiptaré edhe sot e késaj dite (Konica,
1898, pp.100).

Njoftimi i paré pér hartén né shtypin shqiptar t€ kohés lajmérohet nga
“Albania” koniciane né shtator té 1900-s. Né artikullin me titull “KARTA E
SHCIPERISE”, Faik Konica vé né dijeni lexuesit e tij se projekti i vet har-
tografik éshté gati, vetém se i mungon financimi pér ta botuar. Ndér
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té tjera erudit i ri shqiptar pohon se ai e kishte diskutuar kété césht-
je me drejtuesin e Institutit té Gjeografisé té Brukselit, Elisée Reclus
(1830-1905) (Konica, 1900, pp.6-7). Ky gjeograf i shquar me prejardhje
nga Franca ishte autor i njé vepre monumentale gjeografike t€ titulluar
“Gjeografia e Re Universale”, e cila doli né 19 véllime dhe i kishte kushtu-
ar Reclus-it plot 18 vite puné (1876-1894) (John Clark ve Camille Martin,
2013, pp.8, 15).

Reclus i dha Konicés njé preventivé fillestare prej 1 800 frangash, qé mé voné e
zbret bujarisht né 1 500 franga, pér njé tirazh me 1 500 kopje té hartés. Sakaq,
lajmérimi pér projektin e késaj harte mbyllet me thirrjen e Konicés qé lexuesit
e revistés sé tij té kontribuonin monetarisht né botimin e késaj vepre té réndé-
sishme, pasi, si¢ shkruan ai né artikull: “Ky chenim eshte fare i pake, sé karta nuke
do te jeté fie lodre, po mé fie te vertete viére shkentsetaré...” (Konica, 1900: 7; Konica,
1905, pp.73-74).

Né kété moment rishfaqet Don Gjin Aladro Kastrioti, i cili tregohet plotésisht i
gatshém qé t€ mbulonte shpenzimet e hartés. Mé herét, kété barré kishte ven-
dosur ta merrte pérsipér shogéria “Bashkimi” né Shkodér, népérmjet mbledhjes
sé fondeve (Andrea, 2020: 497; Jorgaqi, 2001 [Faik Konica: Vepra 4], pp.96-97).°

Pasi u siguruan té hollat pér hartén, Reclus ngre njé ekip pune pér pérpilimin
e saj té pérbéré nga dy hartografé té Institutit qé drejtonte, zotérinjté Betrand
dhe Patteson (Konica, 1902, pp.113-114).” Mirépo, studiuesi i Faik Konicés, Fotaq
Andrea, hedh tezén se edhe veté Faiku ishte pjesé e kétij grupi pune. Studiuesi
Andrea jep argumente shteruese shkencore té cilat e béjné lexuesin ta mbésht-
esé tezén e sipérthéné. Dy argumentet e tij mé kryesore jané: erudicioni i gjeré
i Konicés dhe ideja origjinale e tij pér botimin e njé harte té trevave shqipfolése

né gjuhén amtare (Andrea, 2016, pp.95).

6 Sipas njé letre té datés 29 néntor 1901 g€ Konica i dérgon Visarion Dodanit, i cili asokohe ishte
njé veprimtar i angazhuar shqiptar né koloniné e Bukureshtit, thuhet se Don Aladroja i kishte
dhéné tashmé té hollat pér hartén e Shqipérisé qé pritej té botohej sé shpejti. Né letér thuhet:
“Princi i Aladros dha edhe disa mijéra frénga pér njé karté dheshkrimtare té Shqipérisé qé do té
dalé né drité né funt té Kaléndorit”.

7 Konicanukijep té ploté emrat e hartograféve-ndihmés té Reclus-it g€ ndihmuan né realizimin
e hartés.
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Dy hartat referenciale qé grupi i punés né Bruksel shfrytézon pér ndér-
timin e hartés s€ tyre unikale ishin dy botime té Hartés s€ Shqipérisé té
Institutit Gjeografik Ushtarak t€ Vjenés, njéra e vitit 1880 dhe tjera e vitit
1900 (Ibid, pp.99-100).

Né numrin e 4-t té revistés “Albania” pér vitin 1902, Faik Konica shpall me
galdim se kishte dalé nga shtypi “E para karte e dheut tone...”. Lajmérimi i Kon-
icés mbyllet me njé falénderim té ngrohté né drejtim té Gjin Aladro Kastriotit, i
cili pérmes filantropizmit t€ tij kishte mundésuar botimin e kétij projekti kaq té

vlefshém pér kulturén edhe shkencén shqiptare. Konica aty shkruan:

“Do t’ishim ne faj ne mos i faleshim Z. T. Don Ghinit t’Aladros per ndih-
men ce na dha me ne shpejtim, me ne ndzehtesie ce ssmundim t’a haro-
jme. Me te holla te tij u-mbarua kio pune, e, ne mos per tiater ghe, te
paken kete miresie (shkrimi me italik i Faik Konicés - shénim i Xherardo
Nikjarit) ch’do atdhetar duhet te i a njohe” (Konica, 1902, pp.104-105).

Harta i mbérriti edhe baronit Zwiedenik (Andrea, 2020, pp.573).% Rrjedhimisht,
popullariteti g€ fitoi harta né radhét e intelektualéve shqiptaré ishte i gjeré dhe
kopjet e saj mbaruan né gusht té 1912-s. Kjo e dhéné na bén té hamendésojmé
se shuméfishimi i hartés me toponimastiké né shqip njohu disa tirazhe gjaté
harkut té 10 vjetéve (1902-1912) pér té€ pérmbushur késodore kérkesat e blerésve
té ndryshém (Jorgaqi, 2001 [Faik Konica: Vepra 4], pp.176).

Disa té dhéna té pégjithshme pérshkrimore té hartés
sé Shqipérisé me toponimastiké né shqip té vitit 1902

Shqyrtimi i paré i késaj harte éshté béré nga studiuesi Fotaq Andrea,
né artikullin e tij, “Tjetér zbulim i rallé nga miniera Konica/Harta e tij
shqiptare e vitit 1902” (Andrea, 201, pp. 92-102). Pasi e zbulon kété harté
né Bibliotekén Kombétare né Belgjiké, Bruksel, konicologu Andrea e hu-
lumton thellé kété harté dhe arrin njé studim serioz mbi té. Punimi i
tij studimor mbi hartén “koniciane”, sikurse e quan ai kété vepér har-
tografike, merret kryesisht me dy tema ku autori ka qené jo i mangét:

8 Pérmes njé letre té datés 21 korrik 1902 Faik Konica i shkruan baronit Zwiedinek se i ka dérguar 12
ekzemplaré té hartés sé Shqipérisé.
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1) historikun e pérpunimit té€ hartés, duke filluar qysh nga hulumtimet
e para té Konicés pér njé harté té Shqipérisé né gjuhén shqipe e deri tek
botimi i saj mé 1902;

2) dhe parashtrimin e argumenteve shkencore mbi bashkautorésiné
e Faik Konicés si njé nga realizuesit e késaj harte, duke e ndérthurur
njéherazi edhe me vizionin rilindés qé Konica kishte pér dobité e médha
g€ do té sillte botimi i njé vepre té tillé hartografike.

Té dyja kéto tema pérputhen mé sé miri edhe me shtjellimin qé Fotaq Andrea
i bén kontekstit historik té momentit kur harta e Shqipérisé sheh dritén e bot-
imin mé 1902. Théné kjo, kétij punimi studimor pioner mbi hartén e 1902-shit i
ka munguar deri mé tani njé pérshkrim i hollésishém, i bashkérenditur té ele-

mentéve fiziko-gjeografiké, topografiké, edhe hartografiké.

Deri mé tani jané identifikuar dy ekzemplaré té késaj harte kaq unikale. Njéri
ekzemplar éshté zbuluar nga studiuesi Fotag Andrea né Bibliotekén Kombétare
té€ Belgjikés né Bruksel (Institut géographique de I'Université nouvelle de Brux-
elles. “Shcypenia = Shciperia” Harté, 1902. Bibliothéque royale de Belgique),
ndérsa njé ekzemplar i dyté ndodhet né Fondin Albanologjik té Bibliotekés Pub-
like “Marin Barleti” né Shkodér (Institut géographique de I'Université nouvelle
de Bruxelles. “Shcypenia = Shciperia” Harté, 1902. Biblioteka Publike “Marin
Barleti”, Fondi Albanologjik). Duhet té nénvizojmé se kéto dy ekzemplaré jané
identiké né pérmbajtje, vecse ekzemplari né Shkodér (g€ ka gjasé té mos jeté
harté e tirazhit té paré) nuk e ka dedikimin né adresé té€ Don Aladros ku falén-
derohet pér bujariné e tij financiare né botimin e hartés. Shkruesi i kétyre

radhéve do té ndalet méposhté né arsyen e kétij ndryshimi té€ béré.

Né pérshkrimin e hartés sé paré me toponimastiké né€ shqip do ta béjmeé
duke u mbéshtetur tek ekzemplari qé ndodhet né€ Bruksel. Té dhénat e

pérgjithshme mund t'i rendisim si vijon:

Sé pari, harta e vitit 1902, g€ ishte fryt i bashképunimit Aladro-Konica éshté
njé paraqitje e pérgjithshme e relievit fizik té shtrirjes gjeografike té trungut
etnik shqiptar qé hapej né katér vilajetet osmane té Ballkanit Peréndimor. Se

dyti, vecoria kryesore gé e bén kété harté kaq té jashtézakonshme né raport
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me hartat e tjera pér trevat shqiptare gé qarkullonin deri né atékohé ishte pér-
dorimi i gjuhés shqipe né toponimastiké. Konica né cilésiné e nismétarit té
hartés sé paré me toponimastiké né shqip vendosi té shfrytézonte variantin e
alfabetit t€ shqipes me germa latine qé pérdorte tek “Albania” pér hartén né
fjalé. Edhe pse standardizimi i alfabetit t€ shqipes me bazé até latin ndodhi né
Kongresin e Manastirit mé 1908 (Grup autorésh, 2007, pp. 391-393), né€ asokohé
ky variant ishte tej mase i pérhapur né qarqet intelektuale-patriotike shqiptare
gé merreshin me botime periodikésh, sidomos pas rrézimit té Lidhjes Shqiptare
té Prizrenit. Gjithashtu, alfabeti me té cilén u hodhén né harté emrat e njésive té
ndryshme gjeografike, krahas germave latine, pérbéhej nga ato g€ mbiquheshin
germa dyshe, g€ tregonin tinguj té vecanté té shqipes (Hoxha, 1986, pp.178-181).
Sé treti, né krye té hartés shpaloset titulli i saj, Shqipéria-Shqypnia, né dy krye-
dialektet e shqipes i shkriré né njé té vetém. Sé kateérti, harta e vitit 1902 gézon
pérmasat 1.2 x 0.75 metra, né shkallén 000 1:500. S¢ pesti, poshté titullit
shpaloset me germa té médha mirénjohja e tepruar ndaj Don Gjin Aladro Kas-
triotit: “E’ para karte é dheut t'one é shtypur/n mé té holla té Lartesise Tij Don Ghinit,
Marcés i Aladros € prints i Kastrioteve nga ghaku i te Madhit t'one Skenderbég, Peren-

dia i falte jete te ghate” (Figura 2).

SHCTPERIA : .

£ PARA KARTE £ DHEUT T'ONE.E SHTYPUE ME TE HOLLA TE LARTESISE TIJ DON GHINIT, MARCES | ALADROS E PRINTS | KASTRIOTEVE, NGA GHAKU | TE MADHIT T'ONE SKENDERBEG
. PERENDIA | FALTE JETE TE GHATE

Figura 2.

Sé gjashti, né njé té dhéné tjetér té késaj harte pérfaget pérpjekja madhore e
Konicés pér té pérshtatur né shqip termat e huaj shkencoré. Né vend té€ termi-
nologjisé sé sotme shkencore “harté gjeografike”, Konica pérdor fjalén “karte
dhe-shkrimtare”, jo vetém pér arsye té frankofilizmit té tij, por edhe sepse
donte té shmangte orientalizmat si né rastin konkret, ku fjala “harté” rrjedh nga
turqishtja “harita”. Po késhtu, nése vémeé re poshté hartés, né té majté té saj,
jashté kornizés sé vet, tregohet né fréngjisht dhe shqip botuesi edhe viti i bot-
imit: Université Nouvelle. Institut Géographique de Bruxelles (1902) dhe Ghithem-
sim i Ri. Institut Dhéshkrimtar i Bruselit (1902). Po késhtu, s¢ shtati, vémeé re edhe

njé orvatje tjetér té Konicés né kété drejtim gé éshté neologjizma gqé pérdor

39



40

Journal of Balkan Studies

pér dy miniharta qé i pagézon me emrin “kartica” (Figura 3), nga fréngjishtja
“cartouches” (Konica, 1902, pp.105). “Karticat” pérmbajné dy harta qé déftojné
té njéjtén shtrirje gjeografike té trevave etnike shqiptare sikurse harta me to-
ponimastiké né shqip, por kéto dy harta gézojné tipologji té€ ndryshme, njéra
ka karakter gjeologjik dhe tjetra klimatik. Réndésia e kétyre “karticave” éshté
e pacmueshme pasiqé ato pérbéjné dy mrekulli té tjera pionere né llojin e tyre
brendapérbrenda 1€émit té€ hartografisé shqiptare. Miniharta gjeologjike éshté
pasqyrimi i paré i depozitimeve té trevave shqgiptare. Ajo éshté mé e hershme
sesa harta gjeologjike e veriut té€ Shqipérisé e baronit austro-hungarez Franz
Nopcsa, botuar né veprén “Geographie und Geologie Nordalbaniens” mé 1929
(Pango ve Kosta, 2014, pp.220), gé éshté mbajtur deri mé tani si harta e paré
gjeologjike shqiptare. Mirépo, miniharta gjeologjike e vitit 1902 €shté e thjeshté
dhe ndonése i mungon karakteri i miréflillté shkencor, ajo ka vleré vetém his-
torike. Pér sa i pérket hartés klimatike, vecantité qé e pérshkojné até jané mé
eprore. Miniharta klimatike nuk €shté vetém e para harté klimatike e trevave
shqiptare, pa marré parasysh gjuhén e pérdorur né té, por pérbén njé risi tejet
moderne edhe pér hartografiné botérore. Kjo miniharté éshté botuar 2 vite pas
botimit té€ hartés sé€ paré t€ miréfillté klimatike né boté nga gjeografi Wladimir
Ko6ppen, mé 1900 (Conrad, 1941, pp.154). Shenjat e saj konvencionale tregojné
izohietet dhe izotermet g€ paragesin vlerat e pérvitshme té rreshjve né hapésira

té caktura gjeografike té trevave shqiptare.
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Figura 3.

Sé teti, harta e paré me toponimastiké né shqip e vitit 1902 nuk €shté njé
harté politike, por fizike, e cila na jep njé paraqitje té€ kénagshme té njé-
sive gjeografike té viseve shqipfolése né krahun peréndimor té zotéri-
meve evropiane té Perandorisé Osmane. Ndonése harta nuk ka kufij
politiké, Konica dhe gjeografét e tjeré belgé g€ u morén me pérpunimin
e hartés u kujdesén g€ té vendosin me germa té médha shtetet me té
cilat kufizoheshin trevat shqiptare asokohe: Perandoria Austro-Hun-
gareze né veri dhe veri-peréndim, Mali i Zi né veri, Serbia né veri dhe
veri-lindje edhe Gregia né jug. Sé nenti, toponimet né shqip t€ njésive
gjeografike né harté arrijné numrin 400, ku futen kétu qytete, fshatra,
male, lumenj, ligene, dete dhe fusha. Sé dhjeti, legjenda e hartés pérm-
ban shenjat konvencionale té 5 nivelimeve té lartésive té relievit nga 0
- 2 000 metér e sipér, por nuk pérmban njé shenjé konvencionale pér té
treguar shkallén e thellésisé s€ deteve apo t€ ligeneve, gjé e cilané rastin
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e ligenit mé té thell€ té Shqipérisé, atij té€ Ohrit, me prejardhje tektonip
ke, do té ishte njé vecori thelbésore gjeografike pér t'u shénuar. S¢ njem-
belljeti, nisur nga kéqyrje té tjera véme re se harta ka té ndérthuar bash-
kazi me elementét gjeografike, fiziké dhe hartografiké edhe elementé
etnografiké. Mbéshtetur né toponimet né gjuhén shqipe g€ shpalosen
né kété harté, mund té deduktojmé shtrirjen e qyteteve a té fshatrave
me shumicé shqiptare sipas studimeve té rrahura nga Faik Konica né
Ballkanin peréndimor, pér fillimshekullin XX, nga veriu né jug dhe nga
lindja né peréndim. Toponimi mé skajor verior qé Konica vé né harté
éshté qyteza e Bellopojés, qé shtrihej né rajonin e Sanxhakut, kurse to-
ponomi mé skajor né jug té€ viseve shqiptare shénjohet Vonica (Vonitse -
sipas hartés) né bregun jugor té Gjirit té€ Artés né Greqiné e sotme. Eshté
interesante té nénvizojmeé se pér Faik Konicén rajoni i Cameérisé ishte
territori i fundit me element etnik shqiptar né drejtim jugor. Cameéria
kufizohet né jug me rrjedhén e poshtme té lumit t€ Artés dhe pas njé
kéqyrje té thjeshté véme re se thuajse e gjithé hapésira né cepin e posh-
tém, né té djathté té kornizés sé hartés, éshté memece né aspektin to-
ponimastik. Pérvegse vihen né dukje vargmalet e Pindit, né lindje té
rajonit té Cameérisé. Po ashtu, njé hapésiré gjeografike memece éshté
hapésira gjeografike veri-peréndimore né cepin e majté té hartés, lart,
g€ pérkon me territoret e shtetit t€ sotém té Bosnje-Hercegovinés qé aso-
kohe ishin né protektoratin e Austro-Hungarisé dhe mandej mé 1908 do
té aneksoheshin prej saj (Grup autorésh, 2007, pp.397). Pika mé skajore e
hartés né peréndim pérkon me kryeqytetin e Malit té Zi, Cetinjen (Tsetine
- sipas hartés), i cili shquhej pér njé komunitet té konsoliduar shqiptar.
Ndérsa né lindje, shtrirja e trevave me shumicé etnike shqiptare pérfun-
donte né Kriva Palanka (Pallange - sipas hartés) té Magedonisé sé sotme
té Veriut.

Sé fundi, harta e 1902-shit na jep edhe disa té dhéna té bollshme rreth
pérhapjes gjeografike té kénetave, njé pjesé e konsiderueshme e té cilave
u bonifikuan né dy periudha té ndryshe historike té Shqipérisé. Periud-
ha e para e bonifikimit té€ shumicés sé kénetave qé shpalosen né harté,
kryesisht kénetat pérgjaté Ultésirés Peréndimore, ndodhi né gjysmén e
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dyté té viteve ‘20 té shekullit XX. Kjo periudhé pérkon me ngritjen e njé
sistemi té gjeré kanalizimi dhe irrigacioni me gé€llim zgjerimin e tokave
té punueshme dhe pérmirésimin e kushteve té punés s€ bujkut né kéto
territore, sot ish-kéneta (Zavalani, 1998, pp.296). Periudha e fundit e
pértharjes sé gjeré té hapésirave té€ médha gjeografike kénetore zé
vend né vitet e para té ngritjes sé diktaturés komuniste né Shqipéri, mé
1946. Tipikisht béhet fjalé pér tharjen e kénetés sé Maliqit né jug-lindje
té vendit, e cila né hartén e Shqipérisé sé vitit 1902 na prezantohet me
emértimin toponimastik “Ligeni i Maliqit”, duke parakuptuar késisoj
sipérfagen e gjeré gjeografike té kénetés né ato vite (Ndoja, 2017, pp.7-8).

OO ON
® K %

Bashképunimi Aladro-Konica u ndérpre si pasojé e lidhjeve té dendu-
ra té spanjollit me arbéreshét. Faiku veté, si proaustriak, né kémbim té
pranimit té ndihmés nga ana e Don Aladros i kishte véné kusht spanjol-
lit qé té mos ngatérrohej me grupet italo-shqiptare g€ pérfagésonin tért-
horazi interesat e Italisé né Shqipéri (Andrea, 2020: 533; Kocaqi, 2020,
Pp-36). Megenése Konica dhe mjaft bashképatrioté té tij ishin rreshtu-
ar krah interesave austro-hungareze (qé rivalizonin ato té Italisé€) né
rajon, ata i kundérshtonin heré haptazi, heré larg e larg synimet italiane
pér hesap té Monarkisé sé Danubit (Jorgaqi, 2001 [Faik Konica: Vepra 4],
PP.-140-141). E pér kété arsye né njé nga tirazhet e hartés, Konica vendo-
si t’i higqte shkrimin mirénjohés dedikuar Don Gjin Aladro Kastriotit. Ky
ekzemplar ndodhet né Bibliotekén Publike té Shkodrés “Marin Barleti”
(Figura 4).
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Figura 4.
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Pér sa i pérket Don Aladros, angazhimi i tij me disa qarqe italo-shqip-
tare u lexua gabimisht nga Austro-Hungaria si njé pozicionim i preré i
spanjollit nga ana e Italisé. Sikur e kemi théné meésipér qéllimi i tij ishte
financimi i ¢farédolloj grupi qé propagandonte té drejtat e shqiptaréve,
dhe kétu nuk bénin pérjashtim as grupet italo-shqgiptare. Sidoqofté,
bashképunimi i shkurtér Aladro-Konica pér aq sa zgjati pati rezultate té
jashtézakonshme né dobi té céshtjes shqiptare. Ato arritén valencén mé
té larté me botimin e hartés s€ paré me toponimastikeé né shqip mé 1902.

Pérfundim

Né pérfundim mund té pohojmé me pa médyshje se me kété harté
themelohet fusha e hartografisé shqiptare. Ajo pérmban elemente tejet
moderne brenda kontekstit té hartografisé bashkékohore té kapércyellit
té shekullit XX. Ky pérfundim lidhet kryesisht me faktin se pérpunimi i
saj urealizua nga njé prej mendjeve mé té médha t€ gjeografisé botérore
si¢ ishte gjeografi i famshém Elisee Reclus, qé pérdori teknikat mé té
pérparuara hartografike té kohés.

Gjithashtu népérmjet késaj vepre themeltare pér kulturén edhe
shkencén shqiptare deduktojmé té dhéna té réndésishme pér dy ak-
torét kryesoré g€ e realizuan, Don Aladro Kastrioti dhe Faik Konica.
Harta e 1902-shit na bén té kuptojmé pérkushtimin e Don Aladros ndaj
céshtjes shqiptare, népérmjet financimit té projekteve qé ishin né shér-
bim té kulturés dhe propagandés shqiptare. Ndérsa Konica pérmes kon-
tributit qé dha né ndértimin e hartés sé paré shqipe del né pah edhe si
gjeograf, edhe si hartograf. Dy atribute kéto qé i shtohen figurés sé€ tij
shumeéplanéshe rilindése pér shkak té atributeve t€ tija si historian, so-
ciolog, letrar, shkimtar, poet, pérkthyes, kritik, diplomat e tjeré.

Pér fund, mund té pohojmeé se harta e Shqipérisé e vitit 1902 ndonése ka
lajthitje a pasaktési jo té pakta gjeografike, ajo prapéseprapé bart vlera
albanologjike, historike, gjuhésore dhe pa dyshim, shkencore.
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significance of this notable achievement, which was a product of a fruit-
ful collaboration during the Albanian National Awakening between Don
Juan Pedro de Aladro Kastrioti (known to Albanians as Gjin Aladro Kas-
trioti) and Faik bey Konica, the founder and editor of the Albanian Na-

tional Awakening magazine “Albania.”

Aladro Kastrioti, a former brilliant diplomat who became involved in
the Albanian question during the XIX and XX centuries, claimed de-
scent from the Albanian national hero of the XV century, Gjergj Kastri-
oti-Skanderbeg, and aspired to the throne of Albania. In his efforts to
raise national awareness among Albanians, he financed various cultur-
al projects, one of which was the cartographic project that led to the cre-
ation of the 1902 map. This collaboration resulted in the creation of a
significant cultural and historical artifact that not only represented a
technical achievement in mapping but also served as a symbolic asser-
tion of Albanian identity and territorial aspirations.

The paper examines the cartographic and geographical characteristics
of the first map of Albania with Albanian toponymy from 1902. It is the
first paper to scientifically explore the journey leading to the publica-
tion of this map and attempts to explain its characteristics in geograph-
ical, linguistic, and historical terms. Noteworthy among the descriptive
data of this cartographic work is the extent of the ethnic Albanian pres-
ence in the Western Balkans during the early 1900s. The map reflects a
detailed understanding of the ethnic distribution of Albanians, empha-
sizing their historical and cultural presence in the region.

The creation of this map was not an isolated endeavor but part of a
broader movement of national and cultural renewal among Albanians.
The Albanian National Awakening (Rilindja Kombétare) was a period
marked by efforts to revive and promote Albanian culture, language,
and national identity. The collaboration between Aladro Kastrioti and
Faik Konica symbolizes the intersection of these efforts with European
intellectual and political currents. Faik Konica, a prominent Albanian
intellectual and nationalist, played a crucial role in shaping the cultural
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and political discourse of the time. His work in publishing and pro-
moting Albanian literature and history was instrumental in fostering a

sense of national identity among Albanians.

Additionally, this paper will detail the invaluable assistance provided
by Elisée Reclus, one of the foremost geographers of the time, in guid-
ing the working group involved in constructing the first map of Albania
with Albanian toponymy. Elisée Reclus was a renowned French geog-
rapher whose contributions to the field of geography and cartography
were significant. His involvement in the project added a layer of scien-
tific rigor and credibility, ensuring that the map was not only a cultural
artifact but also a reliable geographical document.

The map’s publication in 1902 was a strategic move in the context of the
broader political and cultural objectives of the Albanian national move-
ment. It was designed to assert the historical and territorial aspirations
of Albanians at a time when the Balkan region was undergoing signifi-
cant political changes. The map served as a visual representation of Al-
banian claims to their homeland, challenging the narratives and maps
produced by neighboring nations and foreign powers.

One of the rare features of this map is the inclusion of two minimaps,
which are annexed inside the main map. The first minimap is a geolog-
ical map of Albania, the first of its kind. This geological map provided
valuable information about the natural resources and geological fea-
tures of the region, which were of significant interest not only for scien-
tific purposes but also for economic and strategic reasons. The inclusion
of these minimaps reflects the interdisciplinary approach of the project,
combining elements of geography, geology, and climatology to present
a holistic view of Albania.

The second minimap is a climatic map of Albania, which was highly in-
novative for the cartographic field at the time. The concept of climatic
mapping was relatively new, with the first climatic map in the world
being published just two years earlier by the prominent German-Russian
geographer Wladimir Koppen. This inclusion highlights the advanced
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scientific approach taken by the creators of the map and their intention
to provide a comprehensive understanding of the Albanian territories.

The collaboration between Aladro Kastrioti, Faik Konica, and Elisée
Reclus in the creation of this map underscores the transnational and
interdisciplinary nature of the project. It involved contributions from
individuals with diverse backgrounds and expertise, reflecting the in-
terconnectedness of European intellectual and political networks at the
time. The map stands as a testament to the power of collaboration and
the exchange of ideas across borders.

The descriptions of this map in this paper are based on two primary
sources: the original copy of the map held in the Royal Library of Bel-
gium and another copy in optimal condition located at the Public Li-
brary “Marin Barleti” in Shkodér, Albania. These copies provided a comi
prehensive basis for examining the cartographic details and the broader
historical and cultural context of the map.

In analyzing the map, this paper also considers the technical and ar-
tistic aspects of its creation. The mapmakers employed advanced car-
tographic techniques for their time, ensuring accuracy and clarity in
depicting the Albanian territories. The choice of toponymy was partic-
ularly significant, as it involved the standardization of Albanian place
names, which were often distorted or replaced by foreign versions in
other maps. This act of naming was a reclaiming of space and identity,
asserting the Albanian connection to their land.

Moreover, the publication of the map was not merely an academic ex-
ercise but had practical implications for the Albanian national move-
ment. It served as a tool for political advocacy, providing a visual repre-
sentation of Albanian territorial claims that could be used in diplomatic
negotiations and public campaigns. The map was likely intended to in-
fluence both domestic and international audiences, rallying support
for the Albanian cause and countering the narratives of other Balkan
nations.



Xherardo Nikjari
Aspekte té Hartés sé Paré té Shqipérisé me Toponimastiké né Gjuhén Shqipe (1902)

This interdisciplinary approach, combining geography, geology, and
climatology, reflects the comprehensive vision of the map’s creators.
They aimed to produce a document that was not only politically signifi-
cant but also scientifically valuable. The involvement of Elisée Reclus,
a prominent geographer, ensured that the map adhered to the highest
standards of scientific accuracy and cartographic excellence. His guid-
ance was instrumental in shaping the map’s content and methodology,
integrating the latest geographical knowledge and techniques.

The impact of this map extended beyond its immediate political and
cultural context. It laid the groundwork for future cartographic and
geographical studies of Albania and the Balkans. Subsequent maps and
studies built upon the foundations established by this pioneering work,
further advancing the field of Albanian cartography and contributing to
the broader understanding of the region’s geography and history.

Furthermore, for Albanians, asserting their presence on the map was
not merely an academic exercise but a crucial step in the broader fight
for recognition and independence. The map was a declaration of exis-
tence and a statement against the erasure and marginalization of Alba-
nian identity.

In conclusion, the publication of the first map of Albanian territories
with Albanian toponymy in 1902 represents a significant milestone in
the history of Albanian cartography and the Albanian National Awak-
ening. This paper explores the historical, geographical, linguistic, and
cultural significance of this achievement, highlighting the collabora-
tive efforts that made it possible. The involvement of figures like Aladro
Kastrioti, Faik Konica, and Elisée Reclus demonstrates the transnational
and interdisciplinary nature of the project, which combined scientific
rigor with cultural and political aspirations. The map not only served as
a valuable geographical document but also as a powerful symbol of Al-
banian identity, influencing the course of the Albanian national move-
ment and contributing to the broader understanding of the region’s his-
tory and geography.
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Introduction

Archaeological and historical sources confirm that most Albanian cities
have been inhabited from ancient times until Ottoman period where
each period has left very significant traces in the cultural, architecton-
ic, and social organization of the cities. As classified by Shkodra (1984,
pp. 17) the Ancient period demonstrates the birth of prominent urban
centers such as Shkodra, Lezha, Durrés, Berat, Vlora, and Saranda.The
medieval period before the coming of the Ottomans indicates the de-
velopment of cities such as Kruja, Gjirokastra, and Janina. The Otto-
man period, moreover, enhanced the urban environment to cities such
as Dibra, Kavaja, Peqini, Tirana, Elbasan, Korca, Pérmet, and Delvina,

among others.

Albanian cities were formed mainly within the walls of the fortresses
during pre-Ottoman days. After the Ottoman conquest, Albanian cities
stretched beyond the walls of the castles and formed new districts, re-
ferred to as Varosh. (Shkodra, 1984, pp. 18) This urban expansion outside
the castle walls with new districts also brought many architectural ac-
complishments. One of the most significant changes during Ottoman rule
in Albanian cities was the establishment of metropolitan centers and the
design of new channels that connected the cities’ core or center to the sur-
rounding peripheral areas. During this time, urban centers commenced
a process of expansion and rejuvenation. This urban evolution manifest-
ed in two distinct ways: in certain instances, new urban cores were con-
structed atop existing foundations, while in others, entirely new urban
development emerged from scratch (Caka, 2021, pp. 245).

Elbasan’s history begins with the ruins of an old Roman citadel, Scampia
(Ceka, 1975, pp. 148) which provided the required foundations for the es-
tablishment of the city in 1466 under Sultan Mehmet II, (Buharaja, 1989,
pp. 504) who named it Ilbasan (Caka, 2016, pp.101) and transformed the
city into a flourishing metropolis. The city’s significance and importance
grew throughout time, and it was designated as a critical and significant
center for the region (Kiel, 2012, pp.137). Elbasan began as a fortified city
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first and later, during its early years started growing with residential
houses settled within its protective walls. As the city gradually expanded,
by the 15th century, the urban development began expanding beyond the
fortress. This expansion was enabled by its strategic location at the cross-
roads of crucial commercial and military routes, leading to rapid popula-
tion growth in the urban centers (Meksi, et.al, 2016, pp.625).

However, Elbasan, re-founded by Mehmet II (Buharaja, 1989, pp. 504;
Kiel, 2012, 137; Caka, 2016, pp.100) and considered one of the most im-
portant cities during the Ottoman Empire, was largely demolished
after independence due to several factors, leaving it with few traces of
its past. Some reasons include natural factors like the earthquake in
1920 (Pasmaqi & Hasekiu, 2014, pp. 556) and the biggest changes hap-
pened during the approach to industrialize the city under the commu-
nistregime, with the establishment of numerous metallurgical factories
that altered the urban landscape drastically (Mitrojorgji, 2014, pp.53).
Many structures erected during the 15th to 19th centuries were demol-
ished to make space for new development. Despite these changes, the
central area of the city, which remains the most historic part due to the
survival of structures such as the castle, the clock tower, bathhouses,
and the king’s mosque, still retains traces of the Ottoman city.

Urban spaces and architectural landscapes in Elbasan, Albania, have un-
dergone significant transitions from Ottoman influence on modernity.
This research paper aims to analyze the urban development and architec-
tural styles from the Ottoman to contemporary periods, providing a com-
parative perspective on the architectural language between these two
eras. The significance of this study lies in its ability to highlight the dy-
namic evolution of Elbasan’s architectural landscape. By using case stud-
ies and comparative analysis, the research offers valuable insights into
the city development. The findings reveal considerable variability in El-
basan’s urban and architectural patterns, highlighting profound and dis-
tinct differences between the city before Independence, in the early19®
century and its form in the 215 century. By examining the characteristics
of Ottoman urbanism and architecture in Elbasan and contrasting them

Sh)



56

Journal of Balkan Studies

with post-Ottoman developments, the study aims to understand the im-
plications of these changes for urban spaces and cultural identity.

Methodology

This research employs a multifaceted approach to investigate Elbasan
city’s urban development and architectural evolution. Firstly, a com-
prehensive literature review synthesized existing studies on the city’s
urban landscape. Secondly, archival analysis of historical maps and
drawings provided foundational insights. Additionally, extensive field
visits documented current urban conditions and architectural chang-
es. These methods were applied independently and in combination to
analyze Elbasan’s developmental trajectory. Findings were present-
ed through descriptive analysis, supported by maps and photographs
where necessary, enhancing understanding of urban planning and ar-

chitectural development.

Urban and Architectural Development of Elbasan
during Ottoman Period

Urban Development

Papa illustrated Balkan ottoman cities as a collection of several main
elements (fig. 1) of fortress for protection, residential areas, a market-
place (bazaar) for trading, public buildings, and mosques and hamams.
This layout was typical in Ottoman-influenced cities across the Balkans,
including those in Albania. These cities were designed to harmonize the
natural landscape, utilizing the topography and terrain features. This
allowed neighborhoods (called ‘méhalla’) to evolve and adapt freely.
(Papa, 2020, pp. 127-128)

As grouped from Shkodra (1984, pp.17-18), Elbasan is considered an Ot-
toman established city, since with its previous existence disappearing
before 1466. Unlike other cities where the castle was typically situated in
the highest geographical area and life expanded outside the fortress walls,
Elbasanwas situated on a flat surface atop Roman foundations (Scampis).
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Here, life was formed inside the walls of the fortress, giving Elbasan the
designation of a castle-type city. Ottoman cities typically adapted to their
terrain, and according to Mitrojorgji (2016, pp. 86), Elbasan’s urban plan-
ning reflects this traditional settlement and urban design.

PUBLIC

BUILDINGS:
MOSQUE
HAMMAM

{FORTRESs : + RESIDENTIAL  + SEYCIVVER +
B i AREA

s
.

Figure 1: Ottoman cities components in Balkan diagram. Source:
Papa (2020)

The Ottoman influence on Elbasan’s architecture was profound, shap-
ing not just the physical landscape but also the city’s economic, social,
and cultural fabric. Elbasan, in particular, has experienced rapid urban
development, as evidenced by archival data that recording population
numbers and the variety of professions practiced during the 15% and
16" centuries and later (Caka, 2023, pp.71). According to several scholars
(Shkodra, 1984; Caka, 2016), Elbasan was a dynamic center of activity en-
compassing agriculture, livestock, crafts, trade, industry, and adminis-
tration. Daja (2022, pp.38-43) states that Elbasan’s urban morphology is
characterized by distinct neighborhoods, mosques, churches, bazaars,
plazas, and civic buildings.

However, in analysis of Elbasan’s urban development, Depicted in
Figure 2, reveals a central mosque surrounded by residential zones
protected by castle walls. Parallel to fortress walls, the main bazaar ex-
tends, with additional residential nuclei, each featuring its own mosque
or church, hammam, and connecting roads. The layout and organization
of Elbasan’s urban morphological elements demonstrate a careful bal-
ance between residential, commercial, and religious spaces, creating a
cohesive and dynamic cityscape.
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During the Ottoman period, Elbasan experienced significant urban de-
velopment, expanding beyond fortress walls to create new districts.
This outward expansion led to demographic and architectural growth,
nurturing cultural diversity and economic prosperity within the city.

"-._ CASTLE WALL

CEMETERIES

Figure 2: Elbasan city urban components diagram. Source: Author

Figure 3: Elbasan urban structure growth & its main components:
fortress, mosques, and bazaar and road directions. Source: Author.
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The Ottoman influence can be seen in historical artifacts and the types of
buildings typical of an Ottoman city, such as mosques, schools, markets,
hammams (public baths), clock towers, and complex “kiilliye” strucl
tures. Celebi notes the presence of mosques, numerous tekkes, schools,
fountains, a very prosperous bezistan, and over 1150 large mansions
(Celebi, 2000, pp. 91-90). Additionally, the “waqf” system played a pivotal
role in the city’s transformation, enabling the construction of mosques
and other essential infrastructure (Caka, 2021. pp. 246). For example due
to “waqf” system, Sinan Pasha built mosques, tekkes, schools, imarets,
and hamams in Elbasan, similar to the kiilliye complexes in Rumeli and
Anatolia during the first centuries of Ottoman rule (Caka, 2023, pp. 60).

An early 19th-century drawing from the Albanian State Archives (fig. 4)
illustrates the layout and expansion of the city. The map (fig.4) shows
the main road system and the neighborhoods developed both inside
and outside the castle walls. The main axis of the road system passes
through the castle, which serves as the heart of the city’s development.
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The map illustrates the city’s arterial roads emanating from the castle,
extending in all four directions. One of the most significant commercial
and economic routes, the Egnatia Road, passes through the middle of
the castle. The main roads connect community buildings with religious
and commercial structures. Within the castle, the mosque is centrally
located, with the bathhouse (hamam) adjacent to it, surrounded by clus-
ters of neighborhoods. The clock tower is situated on the southern wall
of the castle and still stands today. Opposite the southern gate of the
castle used to lie the marketplace, which consisted of numerous shops,
inns (han), the bazaar bathhouse, and the bazaar mosque. The market-
place is connected to other parts of the neighborhoods and residential
areas.

The city’s skyline, as evidenced by old photographs from various post-
cards found in the Austrian State Archives and the digital archives of
Albania, was low, with the tallest elements being the clock tower above
the castle walls and the minarets of the mosques. Every other develop-
ment maintained a proportionate relationship to this height. Minarets
were a dominant architectural element in the city, their numerous ver-
tical structures adding vitality to the cityscape and reflecting the pre-
dominantly Muslim society. In a way, the urban planning and architec-
ture of the city, with all its constituent components, mirrored the social
and religious structure of Elbasan’s society.
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Figure 5: Photo of Elbasan city taken from above by Edwin Jaccues in 1930.

Source: archieve.org

Architectural Development

Regarding the architectural stylistic approach to the buildings, it pre-
dominantly featured early and classical Ottoman styles. The early Otto-
man style is seen in the mosques built during the 15th and 16th centu-
ries, such as the King Mosque and Tabaket Mosque. These structures are
characterized by their simple designs and were covered with pitched
roofs. The classical Ottoman style, which emerged later, was applied
to religious Islamic buildings as well as hammams. The greatest crafts-
manship of classical architecture is evident in the Naziresha Mosque
and Aga Mosque, both constructed in the 16th century (Meksi, 2015.
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Pp-72). These mosques were built with stone, featuring a lead-covered
dome on top and an elegant pencil minaret on the right side.

Another prominent architectural structure is the clock tower, original-
ly built in the 17th century. However, after being destroyed by fire, it
was reconstructed in the early 19th century 2(Coku, 2022, p.134), main-
taining the same style and appearance it has today. Residential houses
were pitched roof one- to two-story building, with “hayat” or “cardak” (a
type of porch or balcony), and were often complemented with garden
inside the fences. Additionally, these structures demonstrate the blend
of functional and aesthetic elements typical of Ottoman architecture,
emphasizing both the spiritual and communal aspects of the buildings.

Figure 6: Photo of King Mosque, Author Figure 7: Photo of clock

tower. Source: Author
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Figure 8: Fortress bathhouse (hamam). Figure 9: Naziresha
Source: https://albanien.ch/albanien_info/elbasan/ Mosque.
elbasan_hamam Source: Author

Urban and Architectural Development of Elbasan
Post Ottoman Period

Urban Development

After gaining independence from the Ottoman Empire, Albania under-
went significant changes, although these were not immediately evident
in the early years following independence. Basically in 20% century
urban transformations occurred into three (3) phases:

The First Phase (1912-1924): There were no significant developments in
either urban planning or architectural constructions during this period
(Daja, 2020, pp.44). In the initial period following the declaration of in-
dependence, we observe almost the same urban planning and architec-
tural state left by the governance during the Ottoman period. The city-
scape was characterized by the minarets of mosques, approximately 31
mosques in the city, with the market and the social, cultural, and com-
mercial life resembling that of the Ottoman era. There were schools and
madrasas, hammams, and inns everywhere. Houses with gardens were
one or two stories high, both within and outside the castle walls.
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Figure 10: Photo of Elbasan city = Figure 11: L. Forstner, Landscape

looking towards the Bazaar from  from Elbasan, drawing from the
above by Edwin Jacques in 1930. year 1918. Source: Hudhri, F.
Source: archieve.org (2021)

The Second Phase (1924-1943): This phase is associated with Ahmet
Zogu’s rule and the Italian occupation of Albania. During this period,
Elbasan saw major development in severalareas, including infrastruc-
ture. This included building roads to Tirana, Durrés, Korcé, Gramsh,
Dibér, and other places. The city also saw the construction of an electric
power plant and a water supply system. The economy flourished during
this time with the establishment of various facilities such as factories
producing oil, soap, alcohol, and tobacco products, while traditional ar-
tisanal work continued to thrive. (Mitrojorgji, 2014, pp.53).

anorama mo fabriken o voit Elbasan

Figure 12: Elbasan panorama Figure 13: Photo of Oil Factory
city view in 1935. Source: https://  taken by Edwin Jacques in 1930.

memorie.al Source: archieve.org
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The Third Phase (1944 - 1990): After the communist regime came to
power. The Communist Party oriented the country towards the Soviet
model of development, emphasizing centralized economic planning
and urban development. Collective housing was assigned, and private
construction was banned to maintain aesthetic consistency. The Cul-
tural Revolution led to the closure of religious sites, transforming them
into cultural and sports centers, significantly altering the urban land-
scape. The 1970s also saw the construction of the Metallurgical Complex
in the Shkumbin Valley (Daja, 2020, pp. 46).

Figure 14: Elbasan boulevard in 1966. Figure 15: View from Skampa
Theater and old tourism. Elbasan

Source: https://www.delcampe.net/ in the 1980s

Source: Elbasan Digital Archive

Today, Elbasan is an important industrial center and one of the largest
cities in the country, with a population of approximately 141,715 inhab-
itants (AZ Nation, 2024). Considering the population in the 1960s, which
was around 20,000, we see that the population has increased sevenfold.
This population growth demonstrates not only the city’s expansion but
also increase in the density and scale of the construction. As a result of
demographic growth, many constructions took place in Elbasan. These
constructions were often carried out without the proper permits from the
relevant offices, disregarding urban planning regulations and frequently
failing to blend with the surrounding environment. Comparative maps,
which show the distribution of the city’s development in various periods,
illustrate the significant changes in the urban form of the city.
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Figures 16 and 17 depict a comparison of urban sprawl between the 18th
and 20th centuries, utilizing archival maps (Fig. 16) and a 20th-century
map of the castle neighborhood. These illustrations clearly highlight the
increased building density, loss of open spaces and greenery, and demo-
graphic growth over time.

Figure 16: Site plan of Kala neigh- Figure 17: Site plan of Kala neigh-
borhood in 18th century, Source: borhood in 20th century, Source:
Source: Drawing from author re- Author.

ferring to State Archive)

This type of growth pattern is observed in all morphological districts that
constitute the entire city of Elbasan. The map below in Figure 18 presents
a distribution of buildings and structures throughout the city. It overlays
structures with the road network from 1960. Meanwhile, the map in Figure
19 depicts the current state of the city, its current growth, and density.

In the past 50 years, Elbasan has experienced significant urban growth,
leading to infrastructure modification as well. These modifications are
characterized by the construction of more roads, the expansion of major
thoroughfares, and the development of numerous new residential build-
ings. However, this expansion has led to a noticeable reduction in green
spaces throughout the city, affecting both the urban landscape and res-
idents’ quality of life. The construction of new roads and the widening
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of main streets have improved transportation and connectivity, show-
casing Elbasan’s efforts to accommodate its growing population and en-
hance infrastructure. Yet, the surge in residential buildings has come
at the cost of green areas, potentially impacting environmental sustain-
ability and overall well-being in the city.

Figure 18: Urban distribution in = Figure 19: Part of the general ter-
the year 1960 and road network. ritorial plan of Elbasan from 2016
Source: Author working on layers approved by the Prime Ministry,
from the work of Mitrojorgji, overlaying the road network with
2014, pp.55) the urban expansion of buildings.

Source: Author

Based on the literature reviewed and the documented architectur-
al structures in Elbasan before the regime, it is evident that the urban
fabric has significantly changed. Observations of the current city reveal
that many important buildings, which once supported the city’s routine
and needs, have been altered.
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The city skyline of Elbasan has also undergone significant transfor-
mation. Historically, the tallest elements were the clock tower and the
minarets, which dominated the skyline. This changed with the estab-
lishment of communist rule, during which more than 80% of religious
buildings were demolished. Additionally, schools (medrese), water taps,
fountains, and the bazaar were destroyed, and the Namazgah field was
converted into a bus stop. The demolition of several inns and Beyler
mansions paved the way for new construction, leading to the city’s
transformation into an industrial and modern urban center.

Today, the few remaining buildings from the Ottoman era are mostly
located within the castle walls, with the Naziresha Mosque standing at
the city’s exit. Elbasan’s shift from Ottoman influence to modernity was

marked by several socioeconomic and cultural changes.

Figure 20: View of skyline fo the city. Source: Wikimapia/Elbasan

Urbanization, industrialization, and westernization played critical roles
in transforming the city’s architectural environment. Modern architec-
tural influences led to the creation of new bhuildings and the modifica-
tion of older ones to suit contemporary aesthetics. These urban chang-
es are reshaping Elbasan’s cityscape and impacting the daily lives of its
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residents. While improvements in transportation and infrastructure
signify progress, the loss of green spaces and the demolition or trans-
formation of historical structures raise questions about the city’s future
development and cultural identity.

One detail we noticed during our visit was that the area where the bazaar
used to be, now transformed into city plazas, still maintained the tradi-
tion of a commercial zone by hosting an open market throughout the
area on Sundays. This adaptation underscores the city’s commitment
to maintaining cultural practices and nurturing community ties within
urban development. It also highlights the crucial role of public spaces in
promoting social cohesion and community interaction.

Architectural Development

Referring to the architectural style of the buildings, it is observed that
there is a significant transformation and departure from the Otto-
man style that predominated until the close of the 19th century. In the
post-Ottoman era, a new paradigm emerged in the treatment of archi-
tectural stylistic language, encompassing not only the verticality and
scale of buildings but also their design and aesthetic principles. Previ-
ously characterized by predominantly low-rise structures, the urban
landscape began to accommodate the need for taller edifices.

This shift was accompanied by the adoption of European architectural
styles, notably those influenced by fascist Italy. As mentioned in urban
section, the new political order brought changes in architectural style
and expression too. In Albania, after the 1920s, a distinct local and re-
gional expression became prominent. This type of architecture can
perhaps be classified as regionalist architecture, reflecting the region,
symbolizing local customs, and responding to the local context. This in-
fluence is manifested in landmark structures such as the Skampa The-
ater built in 1938, the city library built in 1934, and the sports palace
built in 1982, which exemplify the grandeur and stylistic rigor of this
new architectural ethos.
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Figure 21: Scampa theater view. Figure 22: Sport Palace view.
Source: Wikimapia/Elbasan Source: Wikimapia/Elbasan

Later, architectural language evolved to embrace a more modern and
contemporary approach. Even in religious architecture, there emerged
a desire to present Islamic buildings in a style that is both contemporary
and Eastern. It can be said that we witness a blending of styles without a
clear definition of any specific movement. Among the examples, we can
mention the reconstruction of the Pasha Mosque, which, while diverg-
ing significantly from its original design, retains the mosque’s funda-
mental elements such as the minaret, arch, and dome. Another example
is the Ballie Mosque, which represents a completely new reconstruction
in both its layout and architectural style approach.

Figure 23: Ballie mosque today. Figure 24: Elbasan flat develop-

Source:Wikimapia/Ballie mosque  ment. Source: https://adria.fun/
en/elbasan-an-ancient-city-rich-
in-history-and-culture/
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Architecture also reveals a transformative approach to construction
materials, notably the integration of concrete and steel. These advance-
ments have facilitated the development of high-rise edifices, partic-
ularly residential apartment complexes. Consequently, in suburban
areas beyond the city center, the construction of 15 to 20-story apart-
ment buildings became prevalent post-2000. Additionally, on lands re-
purposed from agricultural to industrial use, numerous factories were
established, characterized by their red brick facades and adherence to
industrial architectural styles.

Discussion and findings

Urban Changes and Transformation

The urban structure of Elbasan has been greatly modified over the
course of its evolution, which reflected a range of successive histori-
cal-socio-political developments. Being initially a fortified town, the
urban structure of Elbasan was earlier restricted within the defensive
walls of its Roman and later Ottoman citadel. During the Ottoman era,
the city exhibited a well-integrated organization of residential, com-
mercial, and religious functions, resulting in a dynamic and multifunc-
tional urban landscape of the period when was developed. Distinctive
urban quarters emerged, each anchored by mosques, bazaars, and civic
buildings, collectively fostering a vibrant urban life.

The post-Ottoman era, particularly under the communist regime, saw a
radical shift in land use and urban density. The strategic development of
an industrial rather than an agrarian economy necessitated large-scale
infrastructural networks and industrial institutions, leading to the dis-
integration of Elbasan’s former compact urban fabric. . The installation
of numerous metallurgical factories and other industrial infrastructur-
al units transformed the city’s landscape, often resulting in the destruc-
tion of historical edifices dating from the 16th to 19th centuries to ac-
commodate modern development.
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Urban transformation has continued in the recent past through the ur-
banization of residential neighborhoods and the construction of up-
scale high-rise apartments. This transformation is particularly notice-
able in peri-urban areas, where between 2000 and the present, 15 to
20-story buildings have become a common feature. The conversion of
agricultural farmland to industrial use has been evident, with new in-
dustrial buildings featuring red brick and industrial architecture forms,
contributing to the evolving urban skyline. The activities reflect a signif-
icant increase in urban density, resulting in the transformation of the
city’s spatial form and impacting its cultural and historical identity.

Architectural Changes

Elbasan’s architectural evolution from Ottoman to contemporary influ-
ences represents a larger narrative of stylistic evolution and adaptation.
During the Ottoman period, the city’s architectural language was char-
acterized by low-rise structures with ornate detailing, constructed from
materials like stone and clay. Structures from that era, such as the Na-
ziresha or Aga Mosque, exemplify the classical Ottoman style, alongside
residential houses featuring gabled roofs and tiled finishes, contribut-
ing to a skyline adorned with minarets and the clock tower.

The post-Ottoman era marked significant departures in the styles and
construction materials. The communist regime’s push for industrializa-
tion facilitated the construction of utilitarian buildings, primarily made
of reinforced concrete and steel. The period saw the demolition of nu-
merous historical edifices, including some religious buildings, to make
way for new industrial and residential developments. The architectural
style increasingly leaned towards European influences, particularly re-
gionalism. It is during this era that notable buildings in the city, such as
the Skampa Theater and sport palace, were constructed.

In the recent past, the architectural language of Elbasan has modernized
to incorporate modern and contemporary approach. Additionally, newer
buildings typically maintain a modern outlook while traditional addi-
tions, creating a hybrid architectural sensibility. For instance, the new
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Pasha Mosque is designed with modern aesthetics but still retains tradi-
tional elements like arches and domes. This blend of old and new reflects
an architectural approach that respects the past while embracing the pres-
ent. Elbasan’s architectural evolution is a dynamic mix of historical conti-
nuity and contemporary adaptation. The transition from low, intricately
detailed Ottoman buildings to tall, modern structures highlights the city’s
changing identity. This evolution isn’t just about new building materials
and styles; it also reflects broader socio-economic and cultural shifts that
have shaped Elbasan’s urban and architectural character over time.

Conclusion

Elbasan’s transformation from its Ottoman roots to its modern form tells
a rich story of historical, socio-economic, and cultural changes. Orig-
inally, during the Ottoman period, the city flourished not only within
its fortified walls but also beyond them, developing well-planned res-
idential, commercial, and religious areas that contributed to a strong
cultural and architectural heritage. After the Ottoman era, particularly
during the communist regime, Elbasan experienced a dramatic shift to-
wards industrialization. This shift led to the demolition of many histor-
ical buildings to make way for modern industrial complexes. The use of
concrete and steel brought about high-rise residential towers, signifi-
cantly altering the city’s skyline. Unfortunately, these changes also re-
sulted in the gradual neglect and decay of old Elbasan, with many his-
torical structures falling into disrepair.

Today, Elbasan showcases a mix of modern and traditional architectural
styles. However, this blend often lacks cohesive aesthetic planning, cre-
ating a disjointed cityscape. This highlights the urgent need for strategic
urban planning and design. It is crucial for policymakers and architec-
tural professionals to focus on preserving Elbasan’s architectural her-
itage and improving its urban aesthetics. With thoughtful restoration
and innovative contemporary development, Elbasan can be reimagined
as a prestigious example of architectural integrity and cultural repre-
sentation, celebrating its rich history while embracing a vibrant future.
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Introduction: Thirty years after

2023 marks 30 years since Albanian migrants crossed the border be-
tween the two countries and found themselves confronted with a new
reality, which required them to reconstruct a new narrative around their
identity. Greece, of course, had already begun accepting migrants from
Eastern European countries such as Poland in the previous decade. The
coming changes in the very structure of Greek society raised a series
of questions around identity issues (Christopoulos 2002: 98-168, Chris-
topoulos 2019), from issues related to the concept of citizenship, and
questions about the formation of a state, to ethnic components, and con-
cepts such as ‘multiculturalism’ or ‘inclusion’ (Taylor 1994). The ferment
in the not-so-spacious Greek society is by no means unchanging; the mi-
gratory flows encountered several resistant ideological barriers and en-
trenched views and positions that were difficult to overcome.

However, even if relationships smooth out over time, it only takes one
event to set or change the mood. Exemplifying this is the incident of
2004, when the national football teams of the two countries competed
as rivals. On the afternoon of September 4, the Greek team was defeat-
ed 2-1 in Tirana. On the same evening, in many central places in the
Greek capital, such as Omonia, but also in almost all cities around the
country, the slogan “You will never be Greek, Albanian” dominated the
streets (Golfinopoulos 2007, pp.151-152). Equally indicative is the broad-
er treatment of immigrants as potentially being dangerous. Precisely
because of this status, which in the rhetoric of many produces the dom-
inant meaning here in Greece (Lymperaki and Pelagidis 2011, pp.11).
The change that Europe had experienced a short time earlier was still
not fully understood. “How prepared were we, the citizens of Europe,
for this change?”, asked the Polish writer Richard Kapu$cinski, only to
reply, “Not so much, I am afraid. We see the Other above all as a foreign-
er (but Other does not necessarily mean from a foreign country), as a
representative of a separate species, but the most crucial point is that we
see him as a threat.” (Kapuscinski 2011, pp.66).
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The conditions of the de-democratization of the Albanians in the
period we are concerned with, the 1990s, are radically different from
previous periods since Albania experienced its consequences already
before “actually existing socialism.” The first period of mass Albanian
migration occurred before the Second World War, when a large pro-
ductive part of the male population left the country due to unemploy-
ment. The second period, during socialist Albania, was much small-
er in terms of population movement, precisely because of the strict
framework of the authorities and is accompanied by the word “betray-
al,” since those who managed to cross the border could hardly return.
The third period, the one that concerns us, is the period of mass migra-
tion. Albanians gathered en masse outside the embassies of Western
countries, asking to find a better place within their own territories. As
a result, in ten years from the beginning to the end of the 1990s, some
450,000 people left the country (Lambrianidis and Lymperaki 2005,
Pp-176-178). They are, to borrow the title of a recent work somewhere
between history and fiction, the ones who grew up in the “End of His-
tory.” (Upi 2022).

The Gaze of the Other

The Other within and at the same time outside the host country, wheth-
er from Albania, Iran, or Pakistan, is in almost all the projects under
consideration difficult to access. Indeed, at some point, literature tries
to work on the axis of facilitating this access; Telemachus Kotsias, for
example, a writer whose main element in his poetry is to approach the
Other, mainly Greeks of the minority in Albania, tries to show in his
novel The Last Canary (1995) that we have more to gain than to lose, on
both sides, from a harmonious cooperation and a seamless coexistence
(Kotzia 2020, pp.349).
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Of course, literature did not remain confined to this ethical framework.
Responding to the ferment of the society that produced it, it also pre-
sented the Other as a potential threat,! as a body to be exploited (Pap-
arousi 2012, pp.151-174), and as a pariah (Varika 2017, pp.117). All of this
emanated precisely from the status of the immigrant, their distinctive
difference from other literary (co-) protagonists. As Demosthenes Kour-
tovik points out, “[...] with a considerable delay and in only a few cases so
far, Greek prose has provided complete characters of such people, that
is, characters that are not entirely traceable to their migrant or refugee
status” (Kourtovik 2021, pp.321-322). Indeed, there are very few works
in which the immigrant acquires a voice of his own. Usually these char-
acters are heterophonic, approached through the privileged and canon-
ical gaze of the familiar. Thus, for example in Sotiria Stavrakopoulou’s
Drunken Woman (2005), Lela, the Albanian heroine, is described exclusive-
ly through the first-person narration of the Greek protagonist. The rela-
tionship, of course, between the two individuals does not seem at all op-

timistic about a common future.

The creation of this new diversity (Christopoulos 2002, pp.154-160)
should not be missed by one’s reading. New, as in the case of the im-
migrant, means reception implies subjugation. The Foucauldian thesis
about subjugated bodies, bodies that, to enter the sphere of the useful
and productive, must pass through the complementarities of subjuga-
tion, in the sense of investing themselves with relations of domination,
iswell known (Foucault 2011, pp.38). Itis precisely in these relations that
the bodies of the Others are imprisoned and literature becomes a privi-
leged space for their expression. However, the question recurs and is dif-
ferentiated: if the ‘subject’, a term introduced by Gayarti Chakravorty
Spivak, can speak (Spivak 1985), what does that matter to us? This addi-
tionally adds to the speech of the Other immediately moving him from
the position of object to that of subject since he can now freely (?) express

1 A typical example is Thanasis Chimonas’ novel, Broken Greek (2000), in which a young trainee lawyer
falls in love with an Albanian woman who seems to be taking advantage of him. In fact, later, we meet
the Albanian woman accused of murder and the young lawyer struggling to exonerate her.
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himself. It is this return of the Other’s gaze to one that differentiates this
literary work. The subjectification of the hitherto object raises, in turn,
a series of questions about the familiar. What constitutes it? What are its
endogenous pathologies that underlie it? How durable are some of the
myths upon which a narrative is built? (Hobsbawm 2004: 24). All legiti-
mate questions posed precisely because of the reception of the Other, in
this case the immigrant within the fictional universe.

The Self as (the) Other

Reception, however, does not necessarily mean acceptance. The Other
must be freed from some elements of their otherness to be accepted. The
appropriation of otherness, then, a practice known since the ancient times
of the Greek deities (Vernant, 1992), presupposes a series of actions that
perform the familiar. They detach, in other words, the other from its
otherness so that it becomes accessible and integrated, more or less. And
one of these performers is grounded in identity. The constructability
of identity is explored in a wide range of literary works. For the sake
of space, I will adhere to a relatively recent text which, while not con-
cerned with the migrant experience, is one that is nevertheless typical
of the process required. The text is entitled Change: Method and was written
by the French writer Edouard Louis in 2021. In its pages, readers follow
step by step how the subject constructs a new narrative around his or

her identity to integrate into the new environment.

The identities available in the new space exclude Louis’ protagonist be-
cause the sought-after one is latent. Integration, therefore, will require
re-framing and re-narration. Of course, the ‘narrative self’, or rather, the
narrated self, the self-constituted within discursive practices cannot be
seen independently of performance since usus facit legem. Thus it may be
that in our own quest, gender is of concern to us, but the stakes are dif-
ferent for all of us. In the pages that follow, one will focus the reading
on the case of a literary hero- the protagonist of a novel written in 2019
by Michalis Malandrakis entitled: Patriot. Malandrakis’ protagonist is an
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immigrant who comes from Albania to Greece in the 1990s. His name is
Agim. This affirmation however is not entirely true. Agim crosses the
border, but within Greek territory he disappears and is assigned the
name Yannis. So, what is going on? One might question “How many pro-
tagonists are there?” One might be confused by the back and forth of
names and thus, the role of the protagonist himself.

As is well known, Western culture places great emphasis on the prac-
tices of discourse, the most representational practices since antiquity
(Foucault, 2008, pp.426). By naming something, I allow it to exist within
and outside of discourse. Therefore, by naming a subject, I attribute
to it characteristics that relate to a wider context of relations, cultural
and otherwise. The acquired name functions within an organized social
set, establishing constants and relations between individual and group
(Georgoulas, 1997, pp.17). These constants, precisely through the pro-
cess of deterritorialization, are changed, re- signified and in turn sub-
jected to the normative principles and relations of subordination.

The “Agim” as a signifier differentiates the bearer from the other sub-
jects with which he is called upon to coexist in the new reality of the
host country, and therefore, it must be eliminated and its place taken
by a new signifier. In the case of Agim, the naming will be full of irony.
“Agim” in Albanian means dawn, dawn, sunrise, sunrise. And the Agim
of Malandrakis’ novel, once he leaves the name behind, will enter,
(thanks to his talent for music), the world of the night, but as John. The
name, then, as Roland Barthes puts it, attributes to the literary char-
acter who deservedly bears it a main characteristic that complements
him, completes him fictionally (Barthes, 2007, pp.208).2 How to read on a
first level, this renaming, then? Malandrakis takes care, before allowing
his protagonist to enter the nocturnal territory, to rid him of the light

2 Summarizing the findings of the literature on character names, Spyros Kiosses writes: “Reading expe-
rience confirms that ‘declarative’ names of literary characters, that is, names that seem to have a par-
ticular functional value in the narrative, may refer to some particular trait or habit of the character,
emphasize some aspect of the character that will play a role in the plot, function as symbols, metaphors
or metonymies, or refer to some other literary or mythological character/type (or natural person/type)
from which they derive clues about their character” (Kiosses, 2018: 240).
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that accompanies his name; of course, it should be noted, the invention
of the name does not belong to the protagonist. The novel begins with
the meeting of Agim, who plays the clarinet in the street, with Anthony,
also an Albanian, one whom we assume has changed his name. Antonis
has already been living in Greece for ten years and takes care to intro-
duce the young musician to the “ways” of survival.

However, the scene of the two men getting to know each other, which
takes place in the first-person verbal, as the whole novel is written from
Agim’s point of view, is about identity as an idiomatic difference. An-
thony watches Agim playing and approaches, addressing him directly
in Albanian:

- Pse po vrapon patrioti? Nuk je Patriot? I look at him in horror.
He laughs.

- Why are you running, brother? He reaches out his hand to pick
me up. [...]

- [...] Where are you from? I knew you the moment I saw you.
I said he’s a patriot. We look like it from afar. You’re a patriot,
aren’t you?

- Yeah, but...

- I knew it. Hey! I'm telling you... he’s patting me on the back, I
can spot us a mile away. (Malandrakis, 2019, pp.10-11)

What is not said at the beginning, the affirmation of common origin,
the proof of paternity, will be said in the language of the other. Agim will
not speak Albanian, as he will almost never speak it in the entire novel,
apart from a few phrases he will exchange with his two homeland room-
mates. The acquaintance will quickly turn into a job offer, since Antonis
seems to be better versed in the night world of Athens, to which he intro-

duces Agim. Initiation, however, requires sacrifice.

- And how much do you have in Greece?

- Eleven years. Twelve years old I came. My name is A...
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- Hey, he cut me off. Did I ask you what your name was? What
are you telling me? Listen to me. You can tell me your name.
But if you wanna make money here, you gotta be awake. You're
not some whore advertising your name. Just answer only what
you're asked, okay, patriot? Now tell me your name.

- My name is Agim, but I don’t understand anything. (Maland-
rakis, 2019, pp.12)

Antonis’ ban, seemingly, does not concern the origin of his interlocutor,
but it is indicative of his attitude towards Agim. The name, it has been
said, in Western culture has great value, as several codes, social and cul-
tural, are inscribed in it. Agim, then, the bearer of these codes, must
discard them, at least for the moment, to communicate with his inter-
locutor. Later, of course, Antony, for reasons we will understand before

reading, will intervene in Agim’s main signifying tool, his name.

- So, I'm supposed to be in the shop at six o’clock the day after
tomorrow?”, I asked him.

- Yes. And as we said: you will introduce yourself as Yiannis from
Ioannina or Patra or Arta, I don’t know, something like that,
Greek. The boss there is weird and doesn’t want Albanians. I'm
sure they won't understand you; you speak better Greek than
they do. But keep in mind: you don't tell anyone where you're
from. Yannis from Ioannina. (Malandrakis, 2019, pp.13)

What, then, does Agim lack from the moment he receives the signifi-
cant “John”? The signifier “Agim” is a way of contacting the bearer with
the nation to which he belongs, that is, with the identity we can call na-
tional. An identity that, in turn, performs; it provides the subject with
a sense of belonging to a social subset (Smith 1991), as it attributes to
him some social characteristics associated with it, making him accept-
able and secure within it (Taifel,1981). Agim, for almost the rest of the
novel, will constantly straddle between two selves. So which group does
he belong to? Probably, neither, since he is constantly wavering about
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the actions he (will) take, which is directly related to the performance
discussed.? As Agim, he (must) act differently than as John.

John, now protected under the umbrella of the new name from experi-
encing otherness as a stigma (Papageorgiou, 2011, pp.391), will be able to
enter the night world, will be hired as an organist in a nightclub and will
be able to improve his living conditions. Malandrakis will several times
call upon his protagonist to categorically confirm this new identity.

- John. My name is John [...]
- John. My name is John.
- Where are you from, Yankee?

- From Ioannina. I grew up there. Now I came down to Athens.
[...]
- Sit down, he says and points to the chair next to me. Remind

me your name.

- John. My name is John. (Malandrakis 2019, pp.15, 18, 36)

The magnifying “Yannare” can, of course, not sound ironic to the ears of
the readers. Nevertheless, the further the action of the novel progresses,
the more we see that Yannisis fully functioning within the confines of his
new identity. The affirmative function of repetition, moreover, leaves no
room for maneuver. This falsification of identity, which began with an
external cause, now involves the subject himself. After all, as Anthony
Giddens has shown, subjects in the spaciousness of the modern age are
constantly called upon to make similar re-realizations of themselves. By
“correcting” certain parts of his autobiography, John is free to taste the
consequences of the new situation (Giddens, 1991, pp.72).

3 Agim, of course, does not seem to maintain, or at least this is not the case in the novel under review,
strong ties with his country of origin. Apart from his roommates, with whom he occasionally exchanges a
few phrases in Albanian, only at one point in the work do we see him refer to his past, recalling moments
from his past summers. Again, however, we could not easily speak of an “Albanian identity” that would
somehow appear otherwise beyond these. Similarly, unlike his other literary peers, he does not seem to
be inspired by any myths surrounding Albania (Schwandner-Sievers, 2012).
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Consequences, however, will not be limited to just fame and profits, but
will soon prove to have another, darker side. Yannis will find himself
facing a clash of identities, as his colleague Dina will end up in hospital
when it comes out that she is of Albanian origin, which she has been
hiding.

- Ather house, she realized that Dina was from Albania. I know
she told you she was from here, we didn't tell anyone, but she’s
from Albania. She had frames with pictures above of her family
and some friends. Andricos pushed her and she admitted it.

- Before he left, was that?

- No, no, no, before they get laid. Then he got up to leave and
told her not to say anything to anyone. He told her very badly,
the asshole, you know the tone. Dina asked why, he asked back,
and he turned around and told her it’s because you're a dirty
Albanian. He called her names, told her a few other things,
and Dina reacted. She swore to him that she would tell every-
one and even the boss would know. As soon as he said that, he
jumped her. (Malandrakis, 2019, pp. 66)

The revelation of the identity, which Yiannis must avoid at all costs, has
dire consequences for Dina. Earlier, Dina introduces herself to John as
follows:

- Dina, where are you from?I ask her, since Maria has talked a lot
about Tripoli, where she grew up.

- From Serres. Until fifteen that is. Then Kavala and now Athens.
(Malandrakis, 2019, pp.34)

So, we see the same story again, only this time John plays the role of the
spectator. Dina, since we learn nothing else about a different name, now
John’s object, is his potential mirrored image since he could have well
been in her place. Concealment, then, is not always functional, since it
seems memory reverses and betrays it (Papageorgiou, 2011, pp.195-203).
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We can now attribute another signifier to the signifier Agim, that of nec-
essary concealment, of necessary withdrawal from the light.

Play it again, Sam

Agim introduces himself to the readers of the novel by playing the well-
known folk song “My John, your handkerchief,” a song which will be
constantly recurring in the pages of the novel and, indeed, in a circle
format that was chosen as the most appropriate background music for
its conclusion.

My John, the, my John, the, my John, the, aide.
Johnny, your handkerchief, come on.

What’s so dirty, my Giannis, my Giannakis.

[...] Dirty, dirty, dirty, go on,

..the foreign country has made it dirty, come on,
the desolate foreigners, you Yannis, my Yannakis,

the desolate foreigners, my little fellow. (Malandrakis, 2019, pp. 81)

Agim dies as John. As John, fully integrated into the world of the night,
who acts his own death, taking on the burden of the bomb he was
handed. The choice of the song in question, inextricably linked to Agim’s
name, is no accident. In the lyrics of the folk song, John’s handkerchief is
“stained” by foreignness. In the case of Patriot, we can say, what is stained
by the de-denaturalization is Agim’s whole self. Ultimately, what is as-
signed along with the name is Agim’s entire character. The other self,
the one now called John, is the dominant one in the novel, eliminat-
ing Agim early on. The signifier “Yannis” corresponds to the lyrics of
the folk song. Foreignness, to recall Vizyinos and his “Moskov-Selim”,
from whom Malandrakis distances himself, makes the Albanian die as a
Greek; Agim dies under/in the name of the Other.
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Introduction

The historical, social, political, and economic periods during which
Bulgaria passed determined trends in mortality among the population.
At the beginning of the 20th century, Bulgaria was a typical agricultural
country. Between 1901 and 1905, life expectancy (LE) was over 42 years,
with a difference in LE between men and women, respectively, 42.1 and
42.2 years.

Despite the five wars in which Bulgaria participated, by 1940, the LE of
men and women had increased by 10 years and reached 52 years (51 for
men and 52.6 for women.) In Greece, LE at birth was 56.8 years for females
and 54 years for malesin 1941. By 1951, itincreased to 66.8 and 63.7 years,
respectively, and from 1960 to 73.2 and 69.9 (Zafeiris et al., 2020). Greece
has experienced several territorial and socioeconomic transformations
since the first decade of the 20th century. First, the country expanded
to recent territories (except for the Dodecanese Islands in 1947) in the
1920s. After defeating in the Greek-Turkish War, numerous refugees
entered the country, enriching its population dynamics. In 1940, Greece
participated in World War II, was occupied by the Nazis and their allies,
and was liberated in 1944. A bloody civil war followed, which lasted until
1949. Afterward, a massive emigration wave towards Western Europe
was accompanied by a rapid urbanization process, mainly enlarging
Athens and Thessaloniki. In the 1960s, many countries entered a new
era. In the 1960s, political instability and minor economic development
gave way to an extreme military dictatorship during 1967-1974. After the
restoration of Democracy, Greece rejoined NATO in 1980 and became a
full member of the European Union in 1981. In 2001, the country adopted
the euro as the national currency. In 2004, the Olympic Games in Athens
were organized. After a rapid developmental process that lasted at least
until 2008, the country entered a vast economic and social crisis. All
socioeconomic indicators of the country were burdened (for example,
GDP, unemployment, people at risk of poverty, etc.) (see Clogg 2002;
Zafeiris and Kostaki, 2019).
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After WWII, Bulgaria’s political and social conditions changed, and
there was a transition to socialism. This period was also the beginning
of the industrialization of Bulgaria, accompanied by migration from
rural to urban areas. Advances in medicine, including the invention
of antibiotics, increased access to medical care, and improvements in
living conditions and hygiene, are among the most important factors
that explain the decrease in mortality and increase in LE.

From 1945 to 1960, infant mortality in Bulgaria decreased from 120.6
per 100,000 to 45.1 and that of the entire population from 14.9 to 8.1 per
100,000. The morbidity associated with infectious and parasitic diseases
has decreased significantly. Thus, by 1960, Bulgaria had completed the
first and second stages of the epidemiological transition formulated
by A. Omran (1971). Since the mid-1960s, Bulgaria has entered the
third stage of epidemiological transition, i.e. in the age of degenerative
and man-made diseases. Morbidity and mortality from parasitic
and infectious diseases have decreased and almost disappeared, and
mortality from chronic and degenerative diseases has become the
leading cause of death (Mourgova, M., 2005). A similar situation prevails
in Greece, as communicable diseases decrease in favor of degenerative
diseases (Nikolaidis et al., 2004; Kollia et al., 2018). Simultaneously,
infant mortality decreased from 133,81 per thousand in 1931 to 118,15in
1939, 43.58 in 1951, and 39.85 in 1960. The crude death rate of the general
population decreased from 11.47 in 1931 to 7.51 in 1951 and 7.61 in 1960
(ELSAT, 1986).

Similar trends were observed in other Central and Eastern European
(CEE) countries. In Western European countries, this process begins
earlier (Mesle, Vallin, Andreyev, 2002). While Western European
countries are currently in the fourth stage of the epidemiological
transition, as defined by Olshansky and Ault (1986), Bulgaria is still in
the third stage. Greece, in contrast, has many affinities with Western
European countries regarding its epidemiological characteristics (see
Zafeiris, 2019, 2020a, 2020b).
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The differences in mortality and life expectancy in Eastern and Western
European countries after WWII were significant. This gap began to
decline between the early 1950s and the mid-1960s. In the early 1970s,
life expectancy in some CEE countries, including Bulgaria, approached
that of Western European countries. For example, in the early 1970s, life
expectancy in Bulgaria was higher than in France, the FRG, and Portugal,
as well as in most CEE countries (Mourgova, M., op. cit.). After this
period, however, the decrease in mortality slowed down, and in some
CEE countries, it even begins to increase. By 1990, the life expectancy
of men in Eastern Europe was on average seven years lower than that
of Western European countries and that of women by nearly five years
(Velkova et al., 1997).

According to Cornia, G. & Pannicia, R. (2000), the most unexpected and
unexplained population crisis in the 20th century was the rising mor-
tality rate in most CEE countries, which accompanied the transition to
a market economy. As the authors point out, mortality in all countries
increased at the beginning of the transition to a market economy and
then began to decrease, though not equally in all countries. The men
most affected by the increase in mortality were middle-aged, low-edu-
cated men living in rural areas and in an unstable family environment.
The main cause of death was cardiovascular disease, both in countries
where mortality increased and in countries where it decreased. The
risk of poverty-related diseases in these countries has significantly in-
creased since 1989.

Despite numerous scientific studies, the issue of the increase in mor-
tality of men of active age since the mid-1960s in all CEE countries has
still not been resolved from a demographic and epidemiological point
of view. A similar increase was observed in other countries, such as the
US, Japan, and Chile, but the period for which it was observed and its
magnitude, like that of CEE, remain unparalleled in demographic his-
tory (Stolnitz, 1974). While the mortality of the working-age population
has mainly increased, the mortality among infants and children has
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decreased, while the mortality among older people aged 65 or over has

remained almost unchanged.

Thus, the scope of this paper is to comparatively analyze the tempo-
ral trends of the mean duration of life (expressed as life expectancy at
birth, e0) and apply it following Arriaga (1984-1989). To our knowledge
this is the first time that this method has been applied for comparative
reasons between Greece and Bulgaria, two neighbouring countries of
south-eastern Europe, with discrete socio-economic and political histo-
ry, development and significant episodes of crisis, as briefly discussed
above. Of course, several other countries could have been added to this
paper; though, it must be stressed that this is the first paper of a series
of others aiming to investigate and understand the mortality regimes,
convergences, and divergences in it. At a later stage, the analysis will
be extended to include countries such as Turkey, Romania, and others.

Data and Method

Data were obtained from the Eurostat database, including the average
annual population by sex and age, and the corresponding number of
deaths. Full life tables per sex were calculated according to Chiang
(1979).

Based on these life tables, the probabilities of death of infants and people
in broad age classes were studied (0, [1-14), [15-29), [30-44), [45-64), [65-
84) ), along with the relevant life expectancy at birth and other ages (15,
30, 45, 65 years).

Subsequently, the life expectancy at birth and sex between the two
countries were examined in light of mortality differences in each age
group of the human life span. Numerous methods have been published
in the literature for this purpose, such as those by Andreev (1982),
Pollard (1982, 1988), Pressat (1985), Arriaga (1984), and Andreev and
Shkolnikov (2012; see also Andreev et al. 2002). Arriaga’s method was
used in this study because it is easy to apply and provides consistent
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results (see Auger et al. 2014; Le et al. 2015; Sunberg et al. 2018; Zafeiris
2020a; 2020Db).

Arriaga’s decomposition method was used to decompose differences in
longevity at birth. According to Arriaga (1984, 1989), there are two cat-
egories of the effects of mortality change on life expectancy. The first is
related to the change in mortality in each age group and can be divided
into direct and indirect effects. As Arriaga (1984) notes, “the direct effect
on life expectancy is due to the change in life years within a particular age group as a
consequence of the mortality change in that age group.” The indirect effect “con-
sists of the number of life years added to a given life expectancy because the mortali-
ty change within (and only within) a specific age group will produce a change in the
number of survivors at the end of the age interval.” The second category was the
interaction between the exclusive effect of each age group and the over-
all effect.

The direct effect, named index is calculated as:

Lk (T;+n ~THT TE- T;H-)

AN

The indirect effect, named IE_is given by:

IR, = Tevi ( RUAT 1)

t t jttn
la \lzyilx

The interaction I is given by:

il, = H0E, — S1E,

S0E, = Tyfi?( Iz l{m’)

t t+n
la \lx lx+1

In these equations, the terms x and x+i refer to age groups, t and t+n cor-
respond to time points (years), [ to the number of survivors at an exact
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age and T is the number of person-years lived and a is the age at which
the life expectancy is calculated.

This paper will study the differences between Greece (denoted as EL
in the text) and Bulgaria (denoted as BG). The analysis will be present-
ed in extended age groups except the first one, corresponding to infant
mortality. These age groups are 1-14 years, roughly covering mortali-
ty during childhood, 15-29 years corresponding to the well-known acci-
dent hump, 30-44 years (the middle maturity), 45-64 years (the late ma-
turity), and 65+ years (the elderly, i.e. pensioners). An example of how to
interpret the results follows.

In 1996, the probability of death in the age group 30-44 in males of Greece
was 0.03 and 0.051 in males of Bulgaria. The relevant decomposition re-
sults for this age group revealed that these mortality differences con-
tribute +0.85 to the overall differences between the two populations. The
opposite happens when mortality is lower in Bulgaria.

Results

Probabilities of death

The recent political history and differentiation in the socio-economic
environment and development in the two countries are pictured
reasonably in the temporal trends of the probabilities of death in
large age classes (Fig. 1). These probabilities are much higher for most
years and large age classes studied in Bulgaria within the two sexes.
Additionally, the mortality of women in Bulgaria aged 0, 1-14, and
65-84 years exceeds that of males in Greece. As the phenomenon of
excess male mortality is well known worldwide, such findings indicate
the enormous differentiation of the mortality patterns between the two
countries. Mortality is always higher in males than in females in each
country.
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infant mortality

Figure 1. Probability of death in the large age groups (1961-2019)

Infantmortality is strongly correlated with economic development. Both
countries had minor differences in the probability of death of infants
until the late 70s-early 80s, but they started to diverge in the 1980s. In
the early 1990s, this trend accelerated significantly as infant mortality
increased in Bulgaria, whereas it continued to decline in Greece. It was
a time of intense political reformation in Bulgaria, which deteriorated
its health levels and socio-economic conditions. This divergence lasted
until the beginning of the 21st century when Bulgaria began to converge
with Greece after an apparent decrease in infant mortality rates. At
the same time, infant mortality increased slightly in Greece due to the
economic crisis that has afflicted the country since 2008. However, infant
mortality rates in the modern era still differ significantly between the

two countries, in addition to some minor fluctuations.

The probability of death is higher at the ages of 1-14 years, and any
developments in Bulgaria stagnate in the mid-70s / late-90s. In the
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subsequent years, they decreased almost constantly. At the same time,
it decreases constantly in Greece, even if the pace of reduction gradually
decelerates. As a result, Greece increased its differences to a point, and
afterward, a convergence trend prevailed.

In contrast, the transition timetable for ages 15-29 is similar in both
countries, corresponding mainly to the accident hump. However, the
burden is higher in Bulgaria than in Greece, as in males than in females.
The male accident hump decreased in both countries a few years before
or after the eve of the 21st century, while the decrease was constant in
females.

However, the story is different for people 30-44 years old. More visible
to men than women, mortality was steadily rising in Bulgaria until the
first years of the 1990s when it started to decrease. On the contrary, it
remained virtually unchanged in Greek males until approximately the
same period when it started to decrease slowly. The mortality rates of
males of these ages have more affinities with females than with people
of the same gender. In contrast, mortality decreased steadily in Greek
females. A similar trend characterizes male mortality at the ages of 45-64
years in Bulgaria. A stagnant picture prevails for females. In contrast,
mortality in this age group constantly decreased in Greece.

The most profound differences between the two countries were found
at older ages (65-84 years). Despite the temporal trends being similar
between the two countries, older people in Greece have consistently
lower mortality.

Life expectancy at birth and other age groups

According to our analysis, in 1961, male LE at birth in Bulgaria was 68.5,
while in Greece it was 70.3 (Figure 2). The relevant figures for females
are 72.3 and 73.8%, respectively. Thus, the differences were relatively
small during the first few years of the analysis. However, after some
fluctuations, the average longevity trend diverged between the two
countries a few years later. Since the mid-70s and until 1997, the pace
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of LE improvement was lower in Bulgarian females than in Greece.
Characteristically, the average longevity increased by 4.9 years in
Greece between 1997 and 1970, while in Bulgaria, it increased by only
0.6 years. As in most CEE countries, the LE at birth of men in Bulgaria
continued to decrease at the beginning of the transition to a market
economy period and reached its lowest level in 1997, when the country
was in a period of the most severe economic crisis, comparable only to
periods before WWII. In Bulgaria, for males, LE decreased between 1970
and 1997 by approximately two years, while in Greece it increased by 3.9
years. Overall, as shown in Figure 2, the longevity differences between
the two countries progressively became more significant until 1997. It
was not only the political transformation in Bulgaria in the late 1990s
that shaped them; their etiology must be addressed through several
other factors. This question is briefly discussed in the discussion section
of this paper.
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Figure 2. Trends in LE at birth in Bulgaria and Greece (1961-2019)

After 1997, the situation changed: the average longevity increased in
Bulgaria for both sexes. However, the differences in the probabilities
of death discussed in the previous paragraph were large, and thus, the
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longevity gap between the two genders and between the two countries
remained high. Between 1997 and 2019, the average longevity increased
in Bulgaria by four years in males and 4.5 in females. Longevity gains
in Greece were smaller; three years in males and 2.8 in females. Thus,
as the mortality transition in Greece has moved considerably ahead of
Bulgaria, any improvements decelerated in Greece.

In contrast, they accelerated in Bulgaria, but this was not enough for
the two populations to fully converge. Thus, in 2019, LE at birth was 6.7
years shorter in males and 4.6 in females in Bulgaria. An indicator of
mortality differences is that the average longevity of Bulgarian women
was approximately equal to that of men in Greece after 1997.

Similar observations can be made for other ages, as shown in Figure 2.

Decomposing the differences in life expectancy at birth
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The decomposition of life expectancy at birth by age group is shown
in Figure 3. The first group, corresponding to the contribution of infant
mortality to the overall differences in life expectancy at birth, exhibits a
similar pattern in both sexes. In the first years of the study, these effects
fluctuated significantly buttended to decrease thelongevity gap between
the two countries. However, since the mid-70s, the temporal trends of
these effects have had a parabolic shape. Thus, the contribution enlarged
up to the late 90s (0.9 years in 1999 in males and 0.7 in females in 1997)
and have decreased afterward as expected, considering the temporal
trends of the relevant probabilities of death described previously. In the
last years, the effects remain positive, but they decrease significantly to
0.2 months in males and 0.1 in females.

The effects of the 1-14 age class are moderate. The same parabolic scheme
denotes the initial and subsequent divergence of the effects of mortality
differences in this age group. The maximum positive effect is 0.4 for
males in Greece and 0.3 for females. In 2019, any effects have become
minimal (0.2 months in males and 0.1 in females). In contrast, the effects
of the age class 15-29 years fluctuate significantly, usually enlarging the
longevity differences in favor of Greece. In 2019, a positive effect of 0.3
months was found in males and 0.1 in females.

In the remaining age groups, the effects gradually became more
significant. In males aged 30-44 years, the parabolic scheme prevailed.
In the most recent era, the positive effect in favor of Greece stabilized
at about 0.6 years. By contrast, females in Bulgaria diverged until 2006.
The effect of mortality on longevity differences is smaller, fluctuating
in the last years of the study to approximately 0.3-0.4 years. One of the
most crucial effects on longevity is in the 45-64 age group. These effects
gradually became more critical until 1998 (+3.52 years for Greece). In
the next era, they remain below three years. In females, these effects
increased until 1997 and remained practically unchanged afterward.
However, the two genders differ a 1ot concerning the effects of this age
group’s mortality on the average longevity differences. For males until

103



104

Journal of Balkan Studies

1982, the effects were smaller than those of 65+ years age group. The
most crucial agent governing the longevity differences between the
two countries is mortality developments in the age group 45-64 years,
despite the decreasing trend of its effect in the most recent era. On the
contrary, females’ most crucial determining longevity factor always
remains the older part of the population (65+ years). This differentiation
is connected to the different exposure of men and women to health-
aggravating factors, including occupational hazards, lifestyle agents,
and others.

The effect of the older age group (65+) is almost linear in males, reaching
2.7 yearsin 2019 from 0.56 in 1961. It seems then that the most significant
differentiation in males between Greece and Bulgaria comes from the
people in their late working life and retirement. In females, the positive
effect for Greece reached a maximum of 2.7 years in 1997, and afterward,
it remained high but less changed. In any case, the differences in the
mortality regimes between the two countries, predominantly among
middle-aged and younger people, indicate the urgent need for public
interventions and improvements in the social security and health
systems aiming at the improvement of the quality of life and possibly
the decrease in social inequalities, especially in matters related to
access to the health system.

Discussion

After comparing the longevity of both sexes in Greece and Bulgaria,
it was found that the two countries started from an adjacent point at
which the differences were minor. This was the beginning of the 1960s.
Afterward, their longevity differences increased towards the early
1990s. In the following years, they started to converge, and the longevity
gap between the two sexes and between the two countries remains
significantly high. Note that as Hrzic et al. (2020) state, “the high mortal-
ity rates in the European Union (EU) Member States that acceded in 2004
sparked political interest in mortality convergence. Whether mortality



Mariana Mourgova,Konstantinos Zafeiris
One Vicinity, Two Neighbors, and Two Different Stories: A Comparison of Mortality
Experiences in Greece and Bulgaria since the 1960s

is converging in the EU remains unclear”. Therefore, besides any conver-
gences, Bulgaria still maintains a distant position compared to Greece.

During this course, the longevity differences stemmed mainly from
the mortality excess in the 65+ age group in Bulgaria, i.e. the seniors;
except for males aged 45-64 years, for which mortality in Bulgaria is
much higher than in Greece and plays a major role in the regulation of
longevity differences between the two countries. The mortality excess
is also apparent for males aged 30-44 for most of the time. Because the
differences between Greece and Bulgaria are smaller in females than in
males, one must consider that the differential effects of occupational
hazards and lifestyle agents have shaped this situation. On the contrary,
the differences between the two countries in males and females aged
15-29 years are not systematic concerning their effects on longevity.
While mortality in this age group is higher in males in both countries.
For both sexes, mortality in Bulgaria exceeds that of Greece. Considering
that most of the deaths in this age group result from road accidents (for
Greece, see Zafeiris and Kostaki, 2019), one can reasonably hypothesize
that the longevity differences due to this age group result from the lower
quality infrastructure in Bulgaria (roads, cars, and others) but mainly
from insufficient control of the car speed and the use of alcohol and
drugs and probably some other reasons. Note that this is a qualitative
approach, as the scope of this paper is not to examine the causal relation-
ships between mortality and its determining factors. This is a multivar-
iate phenomenon, and any kind of causal analysis is outside its scope.
In any case, the effects of the age group 1-14 years are almost parallel in
the two countries, with Greece being in a better position. Lastly, infants
suffered significantly during the political change in Bulgaria, and for
several years the longevity gap between the two countries enlarged.
Afterward, the LE in both countries converges.

As in most CEE countries, the mortality crisis in Bulgaria has affected
men more than women. From the mid-1960s to 2019, the gender gap in
Bulgaria increased from nearly 4 years to more than 7 years. During
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the same period, the gender gap in Greece increased by only about 1.5
years, from 3.58 in 1961 to 5.05 in 2019. The large differences in mortality
between men and women in Bulgaria are mainly due to the excess
mortality of men of active age. There have been numerous studies in
recent decades of high and excess mortality among men in former
CEE. Some suggestions that could explain the differences include lifel
style, eating habits, alcohol consumption, smoking, socio-economic fac-
tors, environmental and chronic stress, and the state of the health care
system.

Traditionally, the meals in Bulgaria included fresh fruits and vegetables.
In the past Bulgarian cuisine included saturated fat and high salt con-
sumption. Nowadays a healthy lifestyle has become very popular in
Bulgaria, especially among middle age population and young genera-
tions. In Greece, the Mediterranean diet still prevails, despite the subs
stantial divergence towards the American lifestyle observed in the last
decades. Generally, this kind of diet is responsible for better health and
longevity in Greece (Sikalidis et al. 2021). Diet to some extent is respons
sible for the observed differences between in mortality and longevity
between Greece and Bulgaria. These differences may explain the find-
ings but further research is needed to evaluate them. The same holds for
the discussion below.

The high number of smokers in Bulgaria also contributes to an increase
in mortality, especially lung cancer and cardiovascular disease.
Similarly, in Greece, smoking and tobacco-related diseases are the main
forces behind mortality regulation (Zafeiris, 2020). A “Greek tobacco
epidemic” still afflicts the country (Harvard School of Public Health,
2011). Because tobacco-related mortality may be classified as amenable
or preventable, there is a great need to develop public intervention and
smoking restriction measures in both countries.

Alcohol consumption is also an important factor in the increase in
mortality, especially among men of working age. According to the
Global Status Report of Alcohol and Health 2018 of the World Health
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Organization (2018) from 1960 to 2016, alcohol consumption in Bulgar-
ia increased from 5 to more than 10 liters per capita at ages 15 and over
while in Greece opposite trend was observed - it decreased twice during
the same period. According to Cornia and Paniccia (2000), the increase
in alcohol consumption in the former socialist countries was due to
several factors: already established habits in alcohol consumption, a
change in income and the relative price of alcohol compared to other
goods, a lack of government policy related to a restriction of alcohol
consumption and environmental stress. Although the problem ofalcohol
consumption is of lesser importance in Greece, it remains significant.
Alcohol consumption is usually higher among men than women. Data
by sex from the same Report shows that in 2016 the consumption of al-
cohol in Bulgaria among men aged 15 and over was 21 liters per capita,
while in Greece it was 17,2. Among women, the data indicates closer fig-
ures - 4,9 liters per capita in Bulgaria and 4,1 in Greece.

Some research has shown that mortality among men (manual workers
and those with low education) in Bulgaria, Hungary, Russia, and the
Czech Republic (Carlson 1989; Carlson & Tzvetarski, 1992; Blum &
Monnier, 1989; Shkolnikov & Cornia, 2000; Blazek & Dzurova, 2000) was
higher during socialism than among men with higher education and
qualification. Mortality from cardiovascular disease is a major cause
of death in Bulgaria in both sexes. The reason for this is lifestyle and
psychological stress. Besides factors that lead to psychological stress
such as unemployment, loneliness, low pay, family problems, economic
insecurity, and others that are common for all developed countries,
some authors (Watson, 1995; Bobak & Marmot, 1996) also point out the
chronic stress as a cause of the increase in mortality and, respectively,
for the decrease in life expectancy in former socialist countries. Chronic
stress is explained by limited opportunities for realization, various
obstacles, and prohibitions that people encountered during the socialist
period, the lack of freedom to make a decision, and low pay. The high
mortality rate in Bulgaria can also be explained by the quality of the
healthcare system and access to medical care and services, which have
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been deteriorating since 1989 (Mourgova, 2016; Sugareva & Mourgova,
2020). In recent decades, controls on health care and services have been
reduced. Patients pay 50% for healthcare compared to an average of 15%
for the European Union, which also limits their access to medical care.

In most Western European countries, heart attack and stroke mortality
are minimized thanks to timely intervention by ambulance and well-
equipped ambulances. In Bulgaria, the ambulance service has been
negligible for decades.

It is also necessary to strengthen the prevention of diseases, especially
cardiovascular diseases. The prevention of these diseases is essential
given the decrease in mortality because of these causes of death, which
is highest in Bulgaria and significantly lower in the countries of Western
Europe (Sugareva & Mourgova, op. cit.). Promoting a healthy lifestyle
(reducing smoking and alcohol consumption, banning ads on unhealthy
food, and providing the appropriate conditions for sports and active
rest) can be the beginning.

Several other facts must be added to all the above, including socio-
economic differences, differential access to the public health system,
structure and coverage of the health care system, living conditions, and

more.

Conclusion

Life expectancy in Greece is nowadays one of the highest in Europe
while that in Bulgaria is one of the lowest but it has started to converge.
Bulgaria and Greece are two neighboring countries that experienced
different events in their recent history and this has determined their
socioeconomic development. Lifestyle, diet, and access to health care
are also important factors contributing to the difference in mortality in
both countries. However, due to their complexity, they will be part of
more detailed research to take place in the future.
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Herzegovina to the creation of an independent Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Lisica conducts a detailed analysis of different political currents, activi-
ties, and attitudes of Bosniak political parties and leaders in various his-
torical contexts, as well as the Bosniaks’ relationship with authorities

and political circumstances.

The first chapter, “The Bosniak Perception of Austro-Hungarian Occupa-
tion,” examines how Bosniaks reacted to the arrival of Austro-Hungarian
rule in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Lisica describes divisions among Bos-
niaks, portraying how some expressed gratitude to the new monarchy
for the unhindered functioning of religious life, while others showed
dissatisfaction through protests, boycotting the education system, en-
gaging in armed resistance, and emigration to the slowly dissipating Ot-

toman Empire.

The second chapter, “Priorities of the Bosniak Autonomy Movement
During the Occupation,” analyzes the key priorities of the Bosniak au-
tonomy movement, focusing on the role of religious hierarchies and po-
litical leaders in the political organization of Bosniaks after the fall of
the Ottoman Empire.

The following chapter, “Bosniak Political Parties and the Issue of the
State-Legal Status of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Their Politics,” explores
the Bosniak political parties’ stance on the state organization of BiH
during that period. The author examines the role of the Muslim Nation-
al Organization (MNO) and the Muslim National Party (MNS), as well as
their attitude towards the autonomy of BiH within Austro-Hungary.

After this, the fourth chapter, “Bosniak politics at the time of the Annex-
ation Crisis” discusses the events leading up to the annexation of Bosnia
and Herzegovina by Austria-Hungary on October 5, 1908. It mentions the
preparations made by Austria-Hungary, including support from Russia
and Germany, the planning of the Minister Alois Lexa von Aehrenthal
and the meeting of Dr. Krass with Bosniak and Serbian politicians in
August 1908 to discuss the annexation. The author points out that while
some Bosniaks might have welcomed the perceived economic stability
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under Austro-Hungarian rule, the annexation was widely condemned
by Serbs and many Bosniaks.

The next chapter, “Parliament, the Political Stage” is a prelude to the
first serious pluralist political engagement of Bosniaks. While the an-
nexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina by Austria-Hungary in 1908 exac-
erbated existing divisions among Bosniak politicians, a shared sense
of territorial identity remained a unifying factor. Bosniak political de-
mands centered on achieving equal citizenship rights for Bosnian-Her-
zegovinians, who were viewed as second-class residents compared to
their Austrian and Hungarian counterparts. The chapter also showcases
the relationship between Bosniaks and the various national policies in
the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

Continuing from that, the sixth and seventh chapters deal with times
of unrest. Firstly, the Balkan Wars in chapter “Balkan wars, consolida-
tion of a new course in Bosniak politics” and secondly the First World
War in the chapter “The First World War - A Fair of Political Conceptions
on the Solution of the State-Legal Status of Bosnia and Herzegovina”.
In the aftermath of the annexation (1908) and the subsequent Balkan
Wars (1912-1913), which saw the Ottoman Empire’s defeat by a Balkan
alliance, Bosniak political strategy underwent a significant shift. The
author highlights a growing reliance on Austria-Hungary for protec-
tion against perceived Serbian territorial ambitions in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina. This strategic realignment likely involved collaboration with
Croats who shared similar concerns. The pre-World War I period wit-
nessed the rise of Serif Arnautovié¢’s influence within the Bosniak politi-
cal sphere. Lisica suggests that Arnautovi¢’s leadership style, character-
ized by a focus on personal power and deal-making (the personalization
of policy), ultimately led to the dissolution of the Bosnian-Herzegovini-
an Assembly.

The text further explores Bosniak anxieties concerning their future
within the region. The decline of the Ottoman Empire, a traditional
source of support, likely heightened these concerns. Lisica suggests

117



118

Journal of Balkan Studies

that Bosniaks actively sought new alliances to safeguard their interests.
The author highlights the visit of Dr. Anton KoroSec to Sarajevo in 1917
and his meetings with prominent Bosniak figures. These interactions
likely played a role in securing Bosniak participation in the formation
of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes in 1918.

The eight chapter, “Bosniak Politics Between the World Wars” is primari-
ly focused on the Jugoslav Muslim Organisation, its leaders, and the role
ithad in Yugoslavia’s politics as the leader of Bosniaks. Lisica places spe-
cial emphasis on Mehmed Spaho, the leader of JMO and a minister in the
Yugoslavs government. His passing and sudden death in 1939, coincid-
ing with the Cvetkovi¢-Macek agreement, left a void in Bosniak politi-
cal leadership. Criticisms have been leveled at Dzafer Kulenovi¢, anoth-
er prominent Bosniak political figure, for his perceived lack of decisive
action during critical moments.

Following this chapter is “Bosniak Anti-Fascism Before the Challenges
of the Second World War” in which Lisica follows a segment of the Bos-
niak elite who actively resisted the fascist ideology and atrocities per-
petrated by the Ustasha regime in Croatia. This resistance manifested
through the drafting and publishing of Muslim resolutions in major Bos-
nian cities, including Mostar, Sarajevo, Zenica, Banja Luka, and Tuzla.
The author acknowledges the debates held between leaders of the Yugo-
slav partisan leadership and their perception of Bosniaks as an unequal
partner while simultaneously highlighting the Bosniak Muslim elite’s

active resistance against fascism.

The tenth chapter, “Life in Socialist Yugoslavia - The New Political Real-
ity of Bosniaks” deals with the situation of Bosniaks in the Socialist Yu-
goslavia and its emigre factors. The author views that the lack of official
recognition of Bosniak national identity by the Yugoslav state motivat-
ed some Bosniak emigrants to advocate for this cause on a global stage.
The recognition of Bosniaks as a “nation” with a capital ‘M’ in Yugoslavia
did occur, but was not without limitations, and the path to full national
equality within Yugoslavia remained complex.
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In the eleventh and twelfth chapters “The Road to the Dissolution of
Yugoslavia” and “Independent, Sovereign and Indivisible - Republic
of Bosnia and Herzegovina” the author follows the event which led to
the dissolution of the Socialist Yugoslavia and creation of the Republic
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The rise of nationalism and the gradual de-
terioration of cooperation among member republics led to the dissolu-
tion of Yugoslavia and referendum for the independence of Bosnia and

Herzegovina.

In conclusion, the book offers an overview of Bosniak policies and polit-
ical actions from the end of Ottoman rule up until the 1990s. The author
chronologically follows the emergence of a political elite which started
to manifest during the Austro-Hungarian times and continued to devel-
op in the inter-War period. Lisica explores the ups and downs which co-
incided with external factors such as the World Wars and the changes of
the political climate and how these factors affected Bosniaks and their
leaders. Lisica concludes his book with an analysis of the Yugoslav wars
and their effect on Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Bosniaks and thus
represents a beneficial addition representing a significant addition to
ethnic and national identity discourse..
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U aBTOP KOj JOHeCe YKUHYyBamke Ha CMpPTHaTa Ka3Ha Bo ®paHIyja Bo 1981

romuHa.

PoGep BageHTep e poreH Ha 30 mapT 1928 ropuna Bo ITapus, dpaniyja.
dopMasHOTO 06pasoBaHMe I'O 3aII0YHyBa BO CBOjOT POLEH I'paj Kaje
LITO 3aBPIINJ CTYAWUHU IIO JUTEepaTypa U IpaBo Ha YHUBEP3UTETOT BO
TTapus. Maructpupan Ha VHusepsuteToT Komymouja Bo CoeqUHETUTE
AmMepukaHCKHu [Ip:xkaBu BO 1949 ropguHa. JIoKTopupaJ KoMIIapaTHBHO
npaBo Ha CopboHa Bo 1954 roguHa.

BoraTaTa kKapuepa ja 3all0OYHyBa KaKO aJBOKAT BO alleJIallUOHUOT CYT,
BO ITapu3 (1981-1951). Bo 1965 ropuHa, Oelile Ha3HAYEH 3a IIpodpecop Ha
VuuBep3uTeToT Bo Cop6oHa. IIpojoirKyBa KakKo IodeceH IIpodpecop
OO 1996 ropmmHa. BagmeHTep BOBele TojJeMU IIpaBHU pedpOpMH BO
3eMjaTa oTKako ®paHcoa MuTepaH Oellle M36paH 3a IIpeTcemaTeN BO
Maj 1981 rofuHa, UMEHYBajKU T'O 3a MUHHCTEP 3a OpaBaa, PyHKIMja
Koja 3a u3BpuiyBa Ao 18 deBpyapu 1986 roguHa. EmeH of HEroBUTeE
npBu pedpopMM OMJI 3aKOHOT 3a YKMHyBame Ha CMpPTHaTa KasHa 3a
61JI0 KOU 3JI0CTOPCTBA OF, cTpaHa Ha ®dpaHiyckuoT IlapraMeHT, 3a KOj
ITapraMmeHTOT Imacaa mo pacmnpasara Ha 30 cenTemMBpu, 1981 roguHa.
Bo nepuopoT of, 1986 mo 1995 roguHa GuUiI ImpeTcemaTes Ha VCTaBHUOT
coBer Ha ®paHIMja, a Of CenTeMBpU 1995 rogwHa OGMJI CEHATOP Of

gemapTMaHOoT CeHCKU Buicosu.

Bo BpemeTo Ha pacmazoT Ha Jyrociasuja, bagenmep OGewe
npemcegamea Ha ApOuTpa)kHaTa KOMICHja BO paMKUTe Ha MUpoBHATA
KOH(QepeHIIMja 3a Jyrociaasuja Bo 1991 roguHa, koja cmana no3znama
Kako BajeHTepoBa komucuja. KomucujaTa Gellle cocTaBeHa Off ITeT YIeHa
OJl pefoT Ha IpeTcefaTeNnTe Ha YCTAaBHUTE CYAUN Ha 3eMjUTe YIeHKU
Ha EV Bp3 ocHoOBa Ha JlekimapanujaTta 3a Jyrociasuja on 27.08.1991
roguHa, 3a ga ro JgeduHupa mnpectaHokoT Ha COPJ, ma ro oneHH
CTeIleHOT Ha 3aJI0BOJIyBame Ha KPUTEPUYMUTe, KOU Ce IIOCTaBeHU CO
JdexnmapanyujaTa, 3a IpU3HaBakme Ha HOBU APKAaBU U Ja MYy IIPeAJIOXKU
Ha COBETOT Ha MUHUCTPUTE KOU Of HUB Tpeba Aa 6umaT MeryHapogHO

opusHaTu. Bo mepumozoT 1993-1992 ropmHa KoMwucujata ycBou 15



in memorium

muciema. Bo MmucnemeTo 6poj 6 o 11.01.1992 ropuna, KoMmucujara ja
oreHyBa Perry6nuka MakejoHIja Koja LITO I' 3a/J0BOJIyBa YCJIOBUTE 3a
IIpu3HaBame HaBeleHU BO [lekjapalyjaTa.

Kako Bopjau Ha ApOuTpaskHATA KOMIUCHja TOj LOOWUJ rojieM aBTOPUTET
Mery MakeoHIIUTe U JOPYrUTe ETHUYKU TIpPynum BO PemnyGiauka
Maxke[oHHtja 3apaju Toa IIITO TOj IIpernopavan geKa ,KOPHUCTEeHeTO Ha
nMeTo MakeoHMja He MOXKe Jla UMILINIIUPA TePUTOPHjaIHY Gaparma Ha
6110 KOja ApyTra Ap:KaBa» KaKo U IIOJTHO IIPU3HAaBake Ha IpiKaBaTa Bo 1992
roguHa. 3apajsu Toa, TOj OUJ BKJIydYeH BO M3paboTkaTa Ha OXpUICKUOT
IoroBop BO PemyOGnuka MakenoHUja.

BazieHTep cTaHa el 07 CEKOjAHeBHUOT MOJUTHUIKU 3KUBOT BO Permy6auKa
MakenoH1ja CO HETOBUOT HPEJIOT 3a BOBEIYBAahE Ha TBOjHOTO IJIacCatbe
Bo CobpaHueTo Ha Penry6nuka MakenoHuja. Ilopazsy Toa, MHO3SUHCTBOTO
IJIaCOBU O] MAJIUHCKUTE 3aelHUIIU Ce HapeKyBa ,BaJeHTepoBO

MHO3UHCTBO".

PoGepT BaguHTep e NJOOUTHUK Ha OPOjHM HaArpaju M IIpU3HAHNja BO
Penry6inka MakeJloHIja 1 CBeTOT. IIPOIJIaceH e 3a II0YeCeH JJOKTOP Ha
IIPaBHU HayKHU Ha YHUBEP3UTeTOT ,,CB. Kupusn u MeToauj“ Bo CKoIIje BO
1996 ropguHa. IOGUTHUK € Ha OPJEHOT ,,8 CenTeMBpU” 38 UCKIYYUTEIEH
IpUAOHEC BO OCTBapyBalmbeTO Ha HE3aBUCHOCTA, jaKHEHWmeTO Ha
MeryHapogHaTa IIOJNOXKOa m yrmen Ha Pemy6inuka MakxemoHuja, 3a
pasBojoT 1 adpupMarjaTa Ha MeryHaIlnoHaAIHNUTE OSHOCH BO 3eMjaTa,
KaKoO U 3apajy HerOBUOT IPUIOHEC 34 PA3BUBAIETO U 3alIBPCTYBAKBETO
Ha IIpHjaTeJICKUTe OGHOCHU 1 copaboTKaTa Ha Peny6inka MakeLOHUja CO
Pentyonuka ®paHIiyja, Koj My Gellle o/ejIeH ofl CTpaHa Ha IIpeTcejaTesoT
Ha Pernry6inka MakenoHuja Bpauko IlpBeHKOBCKY BO 2006 rogmHa. Bo 2001
ropguHa Bo YenkaTra Pemy6inka ro o61MBa IMIPECTI>KHOTO OJJINKYBambe
Order of Tomas Garrigue Masaryk. Kako JoJITroroguilieH aKTUBUCT 3a
VKUHyBalbe Ha CMPTHaATa Ka3Ha, PobepT BajeHTep Oellle HasHA4YeH 3a
IoYeceH WieH Ha MeryHapogHaTa KOMUCHja IIPOTUB CMPTHAaTa Kas3Ha.
IlocnefHOTO OAJIUKYBame To Jo6mBa BO 2023 roAuHa, MPU3HAHUETO

International Abolition Award op cTpaHa Ha Death Penalty Focus.
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Bo TeKOT Ha HeroBaTa aKaJieMCKa 1 mpodpecruoHaHa Kapruepa, bageuTep
Gellle aBTOP UM KO-aBTOP Ha Pa3JIMYHU KHUTW W HAIUCU Mery Kou
IOo3HaYajHU ce ciegHuTe: Lexécution (1973), 3a cymemeTo Ha Kiox Bade
u Poriep Boutemc; Condorcet, 1743-1794 (1988), ko-aBTOp cO Enm3abetr
BaneHTep; Une autre justice (1989); Libres et égaux: Lémancipation des Juifs
(1789-1791) (1989); La prison républicaine, 1871-1914(1992); Un antisémi-
tisme ordinaire (1997); L'abolition (2000), BO Koe ja packa’kyBa HerosaTa
6opb6a 3a YKUHyBame Ha CMpPTHaTa KasHa Bo ®paniuja; Une constitution
européenne (2002); Le rdle du juge dans la société moderne (2003); Contre la peine
de mort (2006); L’Exécution (rééd. LGF, 2008); Les épines et les roses (2011), 3a

HEeTOBUTEe yCIIeCU U HeyCIleCH KaKo MUHUCTep 3a IIpaBfa; u Idiss (2018).

BeuHa ciaBa u 6jarogapHOCT Ha PobGepT BagmHTep 3a HeropaTta yjora
BO IBaTa Haj3HAUYajHM OATyMU 3a CUTe MaKeJOHCKUTE TparaHu,
He3aBHCHOCTaHa Perry6inka MakenoHMja, Kako 1 OXpUICKUOT PAMKOBEH
JOTOBOP M BOCIIOCTaByBameTO Ha (PYHKIWOHAJIHA MYJATHKYITYpPHA

IeMokpaTuja Bo 2001 ropmHa.

Heka nmounsa Bo Mup!



